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CHAP. I. 



" When I was lov^d, admir^d^ caressed, 

t never then my God addressed 

in grateful praise or humble prayer J^ — Crab be. 



JMaRIANNE exlJfcrienttd that there 
ii no tS^t of i^i^olvftton more arduous 
Dmh t^t rei^i^te to put sn end to ro- 
liantAt^ iiisflktict; for though she held in 
hM hand documetit^ that tvouM do away 
ilte InWrtitude she had represented as 
fi* tfaort ttyiiig thW ccrnviction of Erdes- 
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tone'i pre-devoted mffections, she felt thmt 
the delay of another day vrould be a re- 
prieve. But roused by a sudden sense 
of shame at such iofirmity of mind, she 
broke the seal of her packet^ and entered 
at ooce on the promised history of his 
secret correspondent; which was, however^ ^ 
prefaced by a few lines to herself, that 
relieved her in the outset from all re- 
maining doubt of the serious nature of 

bis engagement. ^-^ 

*' Will Miss Bessaly when she un- 
closes this recollect, that the hurried 
narration was with difficulty completed 
by the hour of her departure, without 
time for correction of incongruities of 
any kind ? will her candour take into 
consideration that the name of a youngs 
a lovely, and accomplished female, bj 
being brought to her knowledge un- 
der unfavourable impressions, is nccei- 
%arUy forced on her further consider- 
ation by him, who is bound to clear 
that innocence, whicbi through bim^ 
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bas fallen under suspicion ^ and will 
ahe« vrbile stealing* a few hours from the 
firie&ds she best loves, read the ensuing^ 
iKirrative with an inclination to extend 
her regard to a new claintaot ^ i do, and 
must relj on a comprehensive aifirma^ 
tire from my knowledge of her, and 
will not heiedlessly take up her time b/ 
delaying the ^cpected relation : — 

From my earliest youth, I found my 
fiither's indulgence ready to gratify every 
favourite propensity, that did not actually 
interfere with moral regulations, or su- 
persede application to indispensible stu« 
dies; and accordingly, I was indulged in 
« passionate desire to visit the continent, 
at an age when my contemporaries were 
still at college. His compliance, however, 
with my youthful impatience, was sane- 
tioned by judicious motives ;— a friend^ 
through unforeseen change of political 
system, suddenly relinquished a lucrative 
place, and by way of deriving amusraient 
b3 
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to a mind hitherto kept too mueh on the 
stretchy to be &h\e to ^dapt itself te the 
resiources affikded io mere rural occiipa> 
tion^ proposed to pasa over to th« continent^ 
Itnd procei^A oo to Switzerhnd, to ex* 
plore the tbeautta$. ofthat romdntio ra-^ 
gM>n; — this: friend I had been babitus^ed 
to look up to^ and talued with a siaceritjr 
of affection^ proportionedtothe pacii^Uy 
he had always evinced for me from ray 
^rli^pA childhood ; and ray fativir^ judg- 
iog tliat the t)9/t«A&?^ ide/erenM of yoiitb 
to matured ag» and , understanding con* 
stitu^d that eligible restraint^ scarcely 
tp be jRttained by a mercenary tutoi?^ abi;> 
jured the search he waa making for oBe> 
honest and honourable enough, to execute 
a^rust in the spirit, a9 vrell as the lett^ of 
the agfeement and consigned me to the 
disinterested care of an adviser, dign^ed 
Igy controul over an cfual and b, friend. 
Having said thua mueh of myself^ in 
Ofder to introduice jeu to my regretted 
friead^ I £^£|11 intrude no further on youi^ 
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notice, than as I mm necessarily included 
in the occurrences of one of tbe most 
pitiable of tbe human race — one, who with 
all tbe elevation of genius, was incapable 
of />rac<tc€i£fy estimating grandeur of mind, 
as independant of, and above adventitious 
eminence ; and, tfierefore, became the vie* 
tim of evils, tbat in a comparative sense; 
one^half of his feUow heings would think 
their lot happily ^changed to incur 
When Mr. Gassilis and I quitted England, 
betook leave of bis father, with a pro» 
mise of returning in twelve months, 16 
receive, through the resignation of a 
famibf friend in power, a f Ar more lucra- 
tive imd ostensible place than tbat he had 
quitted ; and completely to qualify himself 
for it> was one object for seeking abroad 
that local knowledge he deemed a ne- 
cessary addition to his knowledge of the 
routine of business; the knowledge de- 
rived from eatensive reading, and a know- 
ledge of tbe human heart in all its varie- 
ty and modifications. Old Mr. Gassilis 
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6 zuvfA. 

WM the faiher of eleven cbtUreD> all girls^ 
except ihy friend and the youngest; and 
being a haughty ostentatious man^ hia 
eldest son bad been early instructed thai 
the charge of keeping up the dignity of a 
poor and. proud family wouSd devolTe 
on bim, when the income that died with 
bis fktbtt, would leave a mother and 
nine sistierft comparitively destitute. Cas^ 
silis, therefore, on first setting out in life^ 
confiidered himpelf the . property of bis 
£smily^ to him hid mo^ii^.'.aad sintera 
looked up, with more' than filial deference^ 
for they were tau^it to purchase Ciit^re 
protection by all the obsequiousness of 
hutnility ; and as the father of a ready- 
made lamiiy he considered himself. Hit 
habits were formed with a view to a prcp- 
vision for tbose around him, id the event 
ofa^y unforeseen catastrophe; and by 
saving' fixMn the pirofits ^of a post under 
government^ so much as coastitutiid him 
a man of genteel folrtune^ belore be bad 
rta«]ied middle life^ be.&trekigtbeiied that 
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deference to Ins jwdgment ami taienU^ 
his family/ estimated by the sobitaAlsal 
fjtitts Ihey were to pmf t fay. Yet vrith 
di tbet con«deration thaty both at home 
and in society^ was felt due to a onan of 
first rate intellect^ rendered completely 
eiitieQt by garpassing* pfodence^ he had 
inannefs so social and unassoming, that 
casual observers could not discern the 
internal pride and self-value^ that held 
it essential to be looked up to; sfnd so 
entirely waS' the apprehension of domii- 
tiion done away by bis unpiretendiiig 
dexterity, that never shall I lose the 
^ratittide I imbibed, when maturer piene^ 
tratioti; Und extinguished passion » enabled 
nie to see the m^>i«^n(ous benefits I tttd 
derived from a management so slsilfflU 
that my affection had encreased to him; 
ihrough acts of forbearance^ that aulh^ 
rttatively enjoined, would have excited 
Hsgwsti if 1 had had judgment to have re^ 
frained from resistance. Bat alas ! though 
he opened my^^s and tttidersttitiditi{; to 
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tfacvBiiou snarai tlmt beset die path of 
yoath and vaoity ; though be gave me in- 
•igbt into ' he heai t of man and tooman— and 
80 far enlightened me in the arcana of my 
own^ as to reseue me from traps^ baited 
by my own weakness and my own cre- 
dulity^ he tost himself that self poa^ 
session, that ^d brought him to mU^ 
die life, triumphant over temptatums 
that no man of feeling can be unassailed 
by. In the cautionary conversations that 
had often passed between us^ in bringing 
me acquainted with my risks^ be had 
recourse to examples in. himself^ in which 
he necessarily betrayed the arduous strug* 
gles with his own feelings^ in resisting an 
union with a woman every way favoured, 
but by fortune. His sense of relative 
duties, the reliance on him — he had vir- 
tually authorised his family to feel— ^«nd 
the pride, that couM not allow females 
dependant on him to descend, bad placed 
this sacrifice in tli^ light of an irresistible 
duty; and halving remauied.firm in that 
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em of the passions, wfaea re^Iqtibn ge^ 
nerally iaiLa, he si^thimself dawn as iiti^aU 
nerablal; and perhaps, fron that very ae^ 
curiljr^^£k)m eeniUitaafigtheytgilanot, vvhich 
had Uthttrto hjnought him aff .vietoi^idifil 
thcough aU^enpitations/becfimpf a tmitil9 
tQ his jOWQ.deJteriDiiiatiiin. Our headtqu^r* 
tiprsiiHSwttzerhind inen at Berne; frdn 
many excurfiona, vrt ni;t)Qmed.tlidR to tnjo^ 
the Booieitjr of a ^sident :fiirg^ia& family^ 
whoa|tog«thei/^itn^ amassembhge^TQ 
Qdald not exp^edt casually ^o'Hght upon ; 
bttt not 4o dwell on a iscene ofremantic 
bMUly^ fancy cannot pictare ; nor on tius 
charm' of'kogpitaUty in a remote rt^^dm^ 
t9 ttie diaraoterii^ leaning of an Eti^ 
ft#A«ium tiy bis country; nor on iha 
ciMKhiet- of a lovely family^ where peace 
and pleasure s^med independent of th^ 
glare and treachery of the worlds 1 must 
state, that- ^e most alluring {Mrat^ion 
was a female » inmate; whose beauty I 
bavef rarely seen equalled. Sh^ was pow 
a&d ^mk)na^ct^3 save *n tte slight rtf- 
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laUonship to the family> wHIi whom she 
ItTed ia a state of dopendence as toler- 
able as such a state can be. I, like my 
friend and all his family^ hod so indubi* 
tably set him domi on the prosoribed IM 
of hymen/ that I beheld strong and an* 
equiYoad tokens of a capUtated fancy, 
without surrendering; my head-strong 
belief that the sway of fency was willi 
him subservient to the deeiaions cif 
judgment. By what aids ahe ^^ompleted 
the conquest of a heart tliat had fortf 
yeaiv t^etnmed the tide of female atlme* 
Uon 1 knorw not— I am not seraible 
wlietber her power was derived frodv 
art or nature — from her sU'engtb of dis- 
cernment^ or her weakne$n profiting by 
bis sense of morality — from her perse^ 
vering efforts for an establishment^ or 
the voluntary preponderance of love over 
pnkknce on bis part. I only knowj that 
sometime after her beauty^ and a certain 
desire to render herself agreeaUe^ against 
which he bad Witmed me, ceased to be 
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li^ ftubjeet of privMe c^mremtKHi be* 
tween w, he a^ked me one morning t^ 
become nominally bet father at (be 
village church, in consideration that it 
might be possibly more advantap^eous to 
bis future wife, to have the office filled 
by one who would be a resident with her 
in her new country, than by a relation 
who would be as far removed by distance 
at indifference. It was not possible for 
me to refuse, nor easy to expostulate with 
one I had hitherto looked up to as almost 
infallible. I did, however, break through 
the formidable barrier established repu- 
tation, opposes to conscious inferiority^ 
and ventured to ask if bis iami^* would not 
hold themselves aggriev^ at so disadvan* 
tageotts a inatch ? His painful feelings at 
the hint <tf imprudence from a stripling, 
might have warned him, never, for his 
own peace sake, to lose sight of that 
wisdom in conduct, as well as counsel, 
that had procured him the deference of 
all with whom be was connected; bat 
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the lMttgiiti«$sa ifMt whibh lie Vtx^ 
^MscNiitt at mfi^affrtiritftbte enqtinfy, i»te 
mwndtftaiy. A IMe ifiiud ^a/^t ^e 

«f Ik gmA Mindrafid oti hitDMlf* n«« o(h«r»y 
te^sfted hi»^in«; h« reMit«ed th« ht>^ 
flighity ffty iWlMttpttrate ■way*»rdi*dttete harf 
«6Vt» sHAggRte4i iheogh Hwat hidUteA" 
tsHly "^fgotlMA k( di^dtft at hhr oWii 
««al»M8S I .aAd'with hb usttttl-cordkiify' 
md timthe Hftd ilot tnlid6 u^d hHf Miil<f 
li^tly; tlt^fc.{b« cMldrett it hftd l>e«ti 
his MbeKs jiZatsUf'e io bt-ihg itito ftrt' 
wdrid, it wasllid 4iii^ to t>rdvidifrfo)-, t^Mte 
he shtyokt si«n blEt^ ^aieh a it^Attitud^ fbr 
tt«tt)ltiM ^i6tete tt^lren tbdf het&Hit' ^, 
a» iwia tfoOip&litilk wrft ffaife ckrmis dF My 
Mr« fhtbily. 1 had tiolhifr^ t(hii<taib^, 
and my «oMpthme« W^ii aUdi^nV^od ;- bilt' 
«eiret did I see it cdveted ptirp6de'fairjtt' 
fts tery frtiitidn so' bMteriy ; hAtfflg otefe 
formed hia re^u(ibni ! e^i^edted to see' 
him «tirt^ it throdgh^ iriafrfiiHy; «h t6e 
deKtmry^ ftisMad of fiaditig (to6tietiott- 
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Iramlit^f, m ilm airguittmts fa# hai* fil^ 
wfo» for Im hilMy Vm dtei|>j^diiitttiedf 
te #tfs pf«pai4tig foP biid; seeded to weij^ 
do^H) hk ama tmk; nud' I never iaif' 
tflMtoger ti^its of d^^oiideMe^ <9iftn itt' 
Ite tfafM^da^s iMt dlapsed iM^twe^tf the^ 
attttdanieaiinitatid coiUpletioii of bia^n^a^^^ 
i4agei. Aft^ tfa« wadding, w^ fiet oUC ott^ 
ow DC^UUW Imne, by in/ d^i^ion, iM^t^ 
tktttfbte^ bu< o^ fsri^k^* att^ltHrbte; 

iMttafted <Altt& o^ absl^tid^-; «tid ^'CaMsfHis' 
bttdbitttertt^bietofi^liicidUsf oP» prottiisri^; 
or ootAjMet, bo^lN^r mittiMfe, y*ith a 
Tiew to bis satisfaction^ as well as my oWjHi 
t tfyAi^AMeA itiiy indolence of niind and 
bodf tcTtbUt alacrity^, frOiti' Wliicfi be Uad^ 
fiither«»' e^M^ated ttt, ^nd pi^i^oscid^ 
dttfarfiing^dir^tftly aflKfr tbe n^^riri^g^^ ar 
^ tbitt tneans^alone; wef sbduld arrive tb 
o^i4 time^^ ^(h])Uf uirtng' ah' expedition 
fflritig^Og tO^ oliii- new fellbW-tiiaVeller. 
PrtHtit^s^ I Mtt¥e'siiH5e seen^ 1 ean sup- 
pose, ttjtrt On tb^ 9|^Ot^5i^helt h€ ittlurried; 

TOL. III. o 
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be would bayte remained, without uoiide' 
Off bint of bt8 existeQce to any creature 
>reatbing, taking in the posf ibilitj 
that Mrs.. Cassilis should not have sti* 
mulated him to any exertion. . Wh^ 
the deed was irreparable^ I bop^d to 
906 indications of bappioess, and a return 
of mental energy > that would enable him to 
light upon some plan of comparative sat 
tisfaction to bis family ; but be was alto* 
gether listless, merely assenting to mj 
taking the conduct of the journey upoa^ 
myself; and by my arrangement, we took 
a fiqal leave of our friends at the church 
door. 

Mr St Cassilis bad, perhaps^ little reason 
to regret the associates of her infancy ; 
the certainly did not, for the happiness of 
ber new situation, evidently distanced the 
intrusion of every inimical feeling, and 
rendered ber beauty more radiapt than 
ever, and so exhilirating, that even the in- 
dented brow of my friend was moment* 
arily smoothed, at finding himself the 
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lawful possessor of so much loveliness. 
Bat wiiat was botli her surprise and mine, 
^ vrhen suddenl}? turoing from his solici- 
tude, to adjust her in the carriage^ so 
that she should catch the last view of 
faer fomatitic dwelling/ he clasped his 
hands^ and striking them oil his forehead; 
exclaimed^ '" Oh^ 6bd ! shall I recur to 
this day as tte precursor of a Hfe worse 
than deaiM f**^ Mrs. 0as$iifsidissol v^ into 
tears^ while be purrared^ so enwrapped, 
he perceived not the silent emotioni 
^' I^'eientitnent!. Wbat^s preseotinjeiife? 
' The lateni doil^itetioh of an impendiog 
evil w« dire not ^qDtitempla^^ and beguile 
ourselves into ^ hope that it is a supersti^ 
ttous dread!' O ye philo^opliers^'if this ii 
thetruedefinitfoiibf presentiment, why did 
you curse the jdevoted of your race with 
insight into their prophetic feelingsri^" 
Recovering ' from nfy surprise^ I stopped 
him, ^nd eo4eatoatod to Ikugh ofi^ what 
I did not wonder: to see eli^ik^d kicreasjng' 
emottoa m Mrs. Oassiiis; and . oiy beiiig; 
c2 
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c^lisc^ to fi, f^iise ^f be^ igi^tf^iqn, the 
.absorption td^at o^Cfisloned it ^vji^ishcd. 
With mingled .energy wd addr€i«8^ be sS- 
leictj^ to $»j, h^ bud b$«n gitviAg mb ^i0|l£^ 
pimcia^ fif a^ba(t|i cpQSjUtuliimaily murf^uf 
fmn 9\wi^» i^d^e^ ik^^o&^miimt of 
r09li%^ plwf <>f bftpi^rK^; Ke.«njar^ 
iritb flCHne hMi»pur, und i9ii«h sl^lil mi ibt 
f^.-jEi^ejied UliuatiiiAiMf of «iataf)liy8kftl 
faulty; ftod6ii»My,»-Mwredb«wecfrwig 
yirif^, ik4 fwtb a$(eiVfiv^ioM of bAppiaest 
imljr, b^t vitb coovertoiioii m spirited 
•Qd judi^i^Wj AS braiigbi i^l Mir feel- 
ings mkf hmrmony, §ai indufod us to 
fisr^t ^bol it WHS §q f^iolsii to him #• 
see m feciur to^ ili»t irheoey;ef ^ afki!<^ 
urai^ beMQie f^mmipm 9f rmme^ }m 
M^teoed to stsft iiitp leifiiAcitf^ vkdi ir 
scarebiDg gjaace af obtervatum at n%. 
Oji that I \mA tibra iindemtaed the ^ ao- 
leiai9 W4iideri«fs^ of a failijig mind! 
Mrs. Pittsjiis I tbiiadwis ibut siigbtfy 
4Pqiiaiiited witji bis feejfaigs towards. 
\m ^mWy, for i^ simpJjr iftadefstoad 
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thilt iliey were adverse to his mar^- 
th^ ; either Cafisili^ felt, that cam^ 
itHimc^ijOn would be privileging her to 
advi^e^ to which he had hitherto felt him'- 
self aU-su(]|iqieDt ; or the humiliating coi¥- 
victioi) that those who had, from boyhood, 
looked up ta him as one of ao order of 
beings above themselves, would now feel 
euUtWd to arraign him, made him s&ufi 
iheiBentioa of his relati<H]s ; for even if 
I started the subject, with a view to ten* 
dec my owu, or ray father's mediation, he 
turned it. And he was but little Jess re-* 
served, if 1 enquired into the duties of his 
new post, and the residence best suited to 
fulfil its functions. We had been delayed 
tbe latter part of the jouruey; and as hisr 
widolcnce had become habitual, I asked 
if it would not be adviseable to state a8 
much, in that quarter, where it might be 
material to avoid the imputation of re- 
missness; but he gave me only evasive 
aiiswers, till he suddenly said, immedi* 
atelj? on landing, " I shall give up to my 
c3 
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}^0ihet, if I can render faim ^^shle,^ 
nod quitted the room as if he dreaded rer 
0iOQ9traeceti againpt a plan that was tacri^ 
filling aloidst everything, to the preser* 
vatioo of the good-will of his relatitev; 
Wheii we reached London^ my father, as 
lisuali was at his country residence; and 
as proceeding immediately was hurrying 
and disagreeablci I took up my abode 
with Cassilis^ in compliance with his re* 
quests who seemed, at )iength, to have 
worked upon himself to be decided and 
active ; for he susked of me, what I had 
before offered^ to undertake a personal ex- 
planation with his father before they met. 
I willingly agreed, but a letter from Mr. 
Cassilis, senior, proved the information waa 
forestalled by a common acquaintance we 
had met in our way ; and that he had in 
consequence instated his youngest son, 
just of age, in the office so long destined to 
ray friend,— '* Scoundrel !" murmured Cas- 
silis, as he read the l^icanic inlimatton. 
'' This/' said he to roe, '' ^ould only lia?e 
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\i6cii done by tfeachery, by making Lord 
Renfortb understand that my father had 
my sanction for the transfer. Mr. Ren- 
forth promised the resignation to me^ as 
a personal friend — and^ as my father's 
patron^ Lord Renforth authorised it. 
And 1 meant to give up too ! O worlds 
worlds what is there worth living for !'* 
and he burst into tears. If his depression 
WB% surprising, as well as touching^ in his 
indignation^ I could fully sympathize; 
I represented^ that though Mr. Renforth 
was abroad on a diplomatic mission^ 
Lord Renforth would easily see that he 
had been treacherously robbed of that 
he had intended generously to give up ; 
and that he ought to obtain redress^ if 
it was otily to overwhelm his family 
with shame; but after the first ebullition 
of resentment^ all his feelings subsided 
into inert desponding acquiescence^ in* 
capable of being stimulated ; and when I 
ofl^ed to take upon me the preliminary 
steps to his personal interference, be 
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silenced me at. once, hymyit^, that id 
throw disgrace on the chara^tep of his 
father, would be to complete hi* eviA 
destiny. He bad, be said^ bj a taeit 
compact, bound bimself the propertjr 
of his family, and if, with bis experience^ 
he bad relied on their looking up to him 
fro^ an impulse of disinteresteti regard, 
he was the fool, and they only consistent 
in turning liw to best accouat; bis bu- 
sioasij, tbefefore,. was to. retire i9to the 
couptry;, on what he had, or to deliberate 
Wjeli, and ^nter life again, on some new- 
pursuit; the latter I most strongly, ad^ 
^ised,^ and left him in that determination 
for my fathar's. I was above balfra-yean 
absent, on various visits^ and :oa a tour- 
to the Highland;; and on my return ta 
IjiQndon> resorted tp; Cassilis^ to learn^. 
if be had. adopted some eligible plan 
withpfit jny father's assistance; or whj 
be ^ad nat availed bimself of it, as he 
promised; but bis emaeiated person and 
dei^poQding counteipafbce told me without 
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ihe lUd ipf apeeoh^ Ibat he hftd boeo 

te«l<e4 iodolenoe ; Alu>vgh im ftdinitted^ 
jtburt bis income was law^ Anffieieot for 
g^utM fiowifwt Ag»i« I riwfmteiiled 
mih him; hifi ikitf^^m oif |4ea#iii«iii fwdU 

iii^uwe^. Aid I biE^wiebi Um,fn tibe 
M^eofllie^llt^Mrii. fOwiv prMentoi 

fui lilSaipriif ) to tdpf^t MVMs «0w comrM 
#f jUfir, f^ mm» isemribial to iiie fatene 
oMifert ^ faj0 vife m4 «biid^ thap te 

tlmigb(» in idbnesf, mrtB m d«irinHiii)L 
A# I Mft4»l i^Mki»g« lie dicecltd ojrt^et 
to Mnui^Sitfiilfo' liMljK^ i)Mif IttHm, m4 
tfti4 imr^ugbt lie isbould b»fe no mat^ 
chjldren. A pMi«e^Q3ued, wbieb bebr^kiu 
b/ a^kingi if 1 did not tbJuk be filumld 
letve eoDiigb for biff om 4:biU» nflw b^ 
«9atfaer'8 liAi^ Md bit own; and ifJte 
WM not iMfe imtiimtA to be contesyt witb 
n UMe, timii io (oil £or bein$8^ vrho 
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itriglit^ perhaps^ recall regard at the first 
item, that a thought, bejond their emolu- 
ment, intruded into a heart that looked 
for some participation in the commoa 
grants mf nature } I could not but be at 
once surprised at so much simplicity, so 
much bitterness, and bo much apathj; 
but as I unsuccessfully controverted bis 
Opinion, I suggested a country life. He 
ailsMrercdme that his whole enjojfment was 
in walking in she outskirts of I^ndon ! 
Yet his walks, Mrs^ Cassilis described to 
ine, as any thing but enjoyment; bis ner- 
vousness was accompanied with dreadful 
bead-acbes, fiir which leeches and: cufi* 
ping was the only relief, but he bdi^ved 
walking a preventive^ * and consequently 
walked out alone in the dusk of the ev<»« 
ning, and returned in a state of deprei^ 
sion and gloom, that seemed to me- flU" 
less toterable than bodily suffering. T0 
the tears of this young and lovely woonm^ 
I could not be insensible, and aidea^ 
Youredtpdo away her repining at a naar^ 
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riatg^ that she truly said bad, been the 
wr^ek of . his. hi4;)piness^ notwithstand- 
log all her solicitude to supply to bi^i^ 
by her attentions^ the drprii^atipnl it bad 
brought with^ it. Her health . was Tery, 
delicate^ and, she said^ deeply injured 
by the diUujbed nights^ in which she 
constantly rose several times ; to ; saek 
him in an anti-chamber^ which he paced 
for houfs together; and was contenli 
to own herself obliged, if she could at 
last put an end to his mediations ; but 
she declared^ that such encroachments^ 
without care or solicitude for her, fU)uld. 
only proceed from hatred. On this point 
I pereoiptorily dissented; but while I 
sought to reconcile her to the negligence 
tiiat had so dieeply- wouided her, as to 
produce a complaint to lae, I felt that 
traits^ so incongruous with a, : feeUag^i 
thoughtful^ considerate disposition die^ 
noted an abstraction, it would not do 
to dismiss with the assertion that he was 
an altered man I We had taken the op* 



I 
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poptiiDity ot Alt being out, to ifMTMit 
mailer too delicate to i^uti tSie rifik e^ Irif 
iii«ruMen; nevertheless; he sudd^ttlj^terofee^ 
m upon U9. Me had been tti6 preceding' 
iay transacting business with his^ bdok^ 
seller^ aud^had; inad'OBrVetal^, parted widi' 
m BaskervilliB Bible ; tUie Yexfttion> to M 
emrioifs^a eollbctor as he was, eafplained^ 
ill Mnse degree, the restless' nights his* sttitf 
Aefiad passed, m iapprehensibn the mM^ 
would) not suffer him* to retWeter hi# 
mistake ; and^ aeeofnited^ fbr the^eagef n«s^ 
with'w&ieh he saidhe must go'oiif, tfdtf 
^jntsi the business befbre* he' took^ fais^' 
bi«eakfasti His mmediatfB retntw, tbere^- 
fi>re; surppised us^ andUnducfed metttask^ 
kim> if Nelton had' sent back the hookf 
unclaimed^. Ke had' witoilj^ fbi^tiEi^w 
JfiBlkon and the booH; and puftiiig" hin 
band^on hn fbrefaead-af^^baviiig Ki^ iAtMs^ 
tion brougiil^ back t^itreoUeCtibn^mitf^ 
tisredi '" I' hsrve> no« head) fbi^ businew 
mow — I bad once:" Then costing tfcis^ 
dtrious^and^ conseiotis^glMoe at bii^ wift^ 
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tnd »^ he MdgfaA to aUmy my ftigmficant 
QH^utwy^ b3i myimg f^ It is an idle taste. 
I eiaoH sell my X)tberf, instead of redaim^ 
kigihis;'' aad^asi£lie vouM not riskcom*- 
nuitii^ hi^aif^f^ Again aslbed if w« bad 
any tiling io siijr^ before he w^nt to his^ 
F0Q»^ lo srrite. It is «ot possible to faint 
ilie cUsoiajr that^ccomp ani^s tbe first ap-- 
p^vefaenaioB^ diat |:lie iMUrsU of all ca^ 
Iifiaitiea has &Hea x)n a vigorous and en* 
ligbAed intdUect-^-^oo nelailiva, no friend 
i^^, {ftsrhaps, E^mit tfi* apptalliag trutb, 
ttiibl a^Ml (if it iis in posaib^ii^ far aid to be 
cfiiartojiii) ia nesartiNl 4q^ ioo late. Hop^ 
Mcurs to imtteriog p:aipo& of j^udgment^ 
peoetoiiioiJl^ aod eonnersaliimal capa* 
bilukjr, and aots tfaeafi ^ap against the 
oceafiiOfial wa^doriDg^and incaogmities — ^ 
tbe ianocent abruf^nesiscs— ^tbe unheeded 
^mBfiioa, that if invariabie wo^qld 
exfaibil a .fixed disosd^r^ ii^tead of aninci-^ 
p^ei4 nudad^r. To name tl)e emtfirvyed 
AfieeA ibat pervaded <ib>: Biimd to it mify, 
wfts injp«sabJc, I. .Ibeief^^re, represented 
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the evil, as likebf to become serious, \( 
lie did not reason himself into resuming 
ilie origninal sereeity of temper and self* 
possession^ that were his natural charac- 
tcrestics. But I forced myne//* to go far 
back, to analize eccentricities I felt it 
criminal to recoil longer from investiga- 
tion ; in consequence, I spoke to his ser- 
vant, a faithful fellow, whose alacrity 
on being invited to tell his painful sus- 
picions, brought me acquainted with an 
irritability in Cassilis' unguarded hours, 
that it was surprizing had not opened 
Mrs. Cassilis' eyes ; but as nothing but 
nervousness and petulance occured to 
her, I felt it to be my painful part to en- 
lighten her; and I domesticated ^ much 
more with thera, that I might gradually 
prepare her for the shock; and that I 
might have full opportunities for judg- 
ment. When my conviction assured m« 
medical assistance must be resorted to, I 
explained his case, as delicately as I could, 
to Mrs. Cassilis, and stood ^he brunt of 
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that indignation, which was indirectlj^ 
signified in the volubility with which she 
crowded upon me iiinuincrable vspeciujous 
of actions^ conversation^ and deportment^ 
that the best poised mind could hot have 
amended. . But, alas! it was my lot to be 
necessitated by his encreasing estrange^ 
mcnt, to force. on her conviction the tn- 
dvbitdble sowrce i^i \m unwary flights, and 
succeeding deep depressions— -of hi« habit 
of finding, in the most minute V€xati6ns, 
symptoms of the most appalling evils, and 
vrecping over them with infantile sorrow, 
and of all those hurried inconsistencies of 
manner and meaning that could not 
endure the ordeal it which she delu- 
•ivdy put ihii intermixing proprieties. 
When she was alarmed and stfuci:, "she 
admitted tiledical aid must be resorted to ; 
but when my remonstrances and harshness 
intimidated him into exercising the self- 
controul, which, by better judgment and 
e^itperience, is all the physician can do to 
^ect the recovery of the alienated mind — 
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then she retracted, and rep^esemfed to' nie 
that she was ashaided^ a^ eiren fearful 
of presentidg such perfect portability of 
conduct td a pr^etidoer's sxpeetoikni of 
Apafiml. I ondcrstobd her hilkt^it^ 
well t0 be impatient of hdp SucttatimK^ 
felt ftU tlve aogutsh of subiiiitstili^ thst 
hTiikI to coereiooi ibAt had heU itsebf »0«- 
periof t& the sUgbeil Itint «f iHbUtidii ^ 
Md 0oukt but ioo forcMatlj'pain^ tfcfi tfgoujr 
and biHBilitftiQu o0 detecibd de^iiod erf" 
loiod^ while 

* Pride srtKliv'cl^ and struggled to sagteta 
th^dtdb^tigip^ni^ fahrfitiie foTiiig 6ra;n.< 

Attd as I lyelieved Ins Ai0^4ftr Ml^iimbtf$ 
so Ions ^ ^ couM reason fU)d «J4rm htn 
ioAo 9n €fiort^ to get rid - ol Ivi^ m^if 
fits, and could turu hin^fr^Kd^. an)" pc^piHh 
terous OF injurious pUp« ) deaistcd frond 
Mrearyiog her witi^ exl>ort£^i;or.8i to adopt H 
sj«tem I plainlj saw I couM aot mc^oeH«» 
her io, and bad no natural ouUiorit)^ i^ 
enforce. I quitted Liohdoa U> futfu4 4Ik> 
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tlaims my friends had on me^ with an in- 
tention of hurrj^ing back on his account; 
1 kept to my intention^ and found him 
fitting alone with his wife ; at tight of 
me he wad overcome with pleasurable emo- 
tion^ which he rendered reciprocal^ by 
copious and judicious enquiries after my 
pursuits in the country/ my friends^ and 
my intended stay in town ; to whrch^ 
.alas ! silence succeeded^ and a gloom I 
roused^ or endeavoured to rouse him from^ 
by asking after his health. He raised his 
melancholy eyes, and answered abruptly, 
^' They are going to send me out a wan- 
derer, and I am sure I am very little fit 
for it!'* Mrs. Cassilis added, with a 
look I well understood, that he had been 
recommended to try change of air, and as 
June was the best month for an excursion, 
be could n^^t adopt a pleasanter restore 
ative. -*"0 ! black June," lie murmured, 
(June was his natal month,) and pre-- 
sentl3rhe added, " 1 am to go alone !*' 
'^ Alone I" I repeated. 
D 3 
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'^you knOt^r yoa ndfBtUed ** Dr^ Mel- 
mondf that Ihe pitaeMfi of it flllr«figdr 
would be a cheek wpon the l>abUft of ffiB*^ 
lefsnefts you promiB€4 tooveieonte; and 
his friefid will not be tb^ Ici^ agreoable 
because ydti dcm't know biai/' I was too 
much shocked to flpeak> and walked io 
the window ; as I stood iii«re> I beard hitn 
murmur^ '' Coercion is necossaryi and I aln 
brought to own it — ah ! death l-^dealb!" 
and be rose and walked, and stopped 
again, and walked, bis lipa mOvitig \l^itli 
quickness. '' Wlten yon hear of me agliih/' 
aaid he, raising hia voice* '' it will be 
that I am confined/' 

''Why should}^ be confined?- ^M 
1, not absolotely sure^ deep 06 was his tone 
of despair, that be alluded to thdi species df 
confinement from winch thehnmsia lieart 
recoils in agony ; aVid I bolped to skew 
^im I bad no suspicion of such a w^ote^ 
sily, and asked bim, if he baed had allarm'* 
ing returns of the head-ache. '' Head- 
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ftcbfc dr iOvieiiHng/' Mtid he — Mn Cm* 
iilit left Ihe rooiki ; bvti he neither obserr^ 
hen temM> or my emcrtton, but sat wi(;h hit 
te»4idunk on bit ohesl, taking msff^ till I 
•o far recovered, as to reprobate, in a 
lAeerfU Toitte, the habit b« bed A^n \t\i» 
#f takibj^ tnuff in a slownty mmnAier, whioh 
teed to be hit abborrence. 

Jbfe jf^are mt no answer^ bat mtrttertd 
*' I am an object — a sloveo-^disgraceful 
teiee«^' His obvbu^ encrieasing; malady, 
with what had patced, assured nve medi^ 
cal aid \lra» foand to be t»di«peiMble ; 
iNit anxEOQt is I was to know the panf«> 
clviaart^ I (beaded to excite ttrtpkkm ^f 
eoUasfon agamtt hiin^ by f<^ik>wing^ Mrt. 
QiiBdid, and, tkerefore, endeavoared to 
tmt&e him from his gk>ofn a)nd cniserf . I 
toid hmi I saw be had suffered his RervoM 
ieeiini^ to enercase, and thai i would qliH 
hii house, if he would only enlerta^n w^ 
trith the musings of a hypocfa^driiut^. 
'^ And then," said he, '' I «ball have lircd 
eat my last best frkiid/' The tears rolted 
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down his cheeks^ and looking wistfully at 
roe^ he asked. '^ So you have done with 
me too; you are tired out?" His appeal 
was irresistible. ^' I assured him faithfully 
and sincerely^ I never would have done 
with him — never would be tired out^ 
adding^ to rouse him, if he would exerfc 
himself for his own, his family's, and 
his friend's sake, and endeavour to rein-* 
Tigorate his mind. 

" My mind is torn to pieces/' said he;^ 
'• my mind is a mere rag." 

'^ It is a rag, however/* said I, *' of the 
very best materials, and well deserves the 
labour of repairing. Come," I conlinuedy 
seeing his sigh was followed by a (aini 
smile, '^ you have been playing at chess^ 
I perceive : have a game with me, and 
prove, as you can, that in mind you have 
still the mastery of me." The idea seemed 
soothing to him, and he' placed himself 
with alacrity at the table, saying, '' I 
should do very well^ if I had a regulator. 
I was careful not to let him see I ma- 
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tMMtfvra), W empower him to exhibit the 
ii^^ndrity over vAe he uted to posses ; 
Ami wad pka.^^d to observe, he gometimes 
sreiM4 ttn advaifitti^ge I did not de»igl>€dly 
fUi iii bi* vnM^, ^ittf a Mti9lacttoti> I 
Mfy €mn^pwt}end^> w^l«n f)redeFrtly frft^f 
M tny lining hi§ qoetn, Trhich I WW 
iftaitf 46 (^Y^rlMlt, he ficislhed awid^y the 
IM<> Md #uilk bii^k in bis diaif, dftyin^, 
^ Ywk^fchty 1 ittvetf my (jwen wltfc Df . 
M «*w»ii#.^ " I>f; M^cAMd k netmgMA 
# phyef Hi l/" dAi4 li '* In be tfwWh T 
#ttd i iNk^iM^ny tif<^«d hi«v to jn-oeeed*^ 

^ « ]^i<Me Iti dtttig«r. <^ Wor«e tttd 
imtsi^r tepe^tta tte. '"^ Y^Mi^rdny I totAi 
MUri^ a IftpMi/' i ttgtimi pointed eut^ 
Him ke li^^d cipcm biii en^or with n 
f^raftitiid^ th«t i»ei4dered if h mere in* 
iriMimitde j krfd I intended warrly to re- 
aro«M Mm^ t^y piittin^ a^ gdvantajj^e in hU 
fimitf i fw i ^^erted, with attonUbment, 
an4 tWiGsiiyi ttmt with vigilant keenncds, 
Jii; iotwhkeA iilto hk own capaistlity, as a 
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criterion of the intellectual vigour he £ek 
expiring. Unhappy sufferer, alive to thy 
threatening fate! His last blunder he feit 
not to be got over — he played a move — 
pushed a-side the board — turned and 
turned again in his chair — made anothej: 
effort, and returned to the game — thea 
fidgeted in his seat— drew his nails acrtss 
his hands^ as if the torment of his mind 
extended to his body, and betrayed at 
once the decay and the exertion of reason 
in his struggles to force himself to ba. 
himself. I would not notice the items of his- 
excruciating feelings, till a female seryant 
entered with some sandwiches, and them I 
made a. significant '^ Hem!" \yitb the 
quickness of lightning he resumed hit; 
i^atural easy air, and proposed a casual, 
question ; but as he watched her out, be 
held up his finger4 with the fearful import 
of infantile simplicity ; and whispered — 
'' I had like to have exposed myself;. 
I never thought of its not being SaiQueU", 
^' Oh Cassilis^ who could have b^eld thjr 
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proud setfilependant rnind^ brought down 
to infantile lowliness unmoved P I doiight 
and found Mrs. Casstlis^ in order to 
come to an instant understanding of 
the measurai to be pursued ; and found 
that the plan was to procure a young 
medical man from the hospitals^ to make 
the tour of the western coast with him> ai 
the least revolting way of separatmg himl 
from his family. But this plan^ though 
he agreed to it, in preference to any 
offered for his choice, and himself fixed 
the day for setting out, he constantly 
put oflF when it arrived, and as con- 
stantly regretted, he had put off, when 
the horror at change, or (exertion being 
over, he felt his immediate state too 
wretched for endurance ; and there 
jieemed no probable termination of this 
recurring delay, as it was not to be over- 
come by persuasion, and arose from a 
feeling that was gaining ground not de- 
ertaaing. I, therefore, had first to bring 
Mrs. Cassilis into agreeing, that the next 
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to ffi!K€ my unft)ft»«i»te frfepd jt9 mcfe^ 
ti^ pr^|^eF 9ie9«iir^ ia fMf^^iHiA tte 

pi?o]ife4 to m^ tbftt tJjiEj fricj^ib, #r M jhwW 
mtber b45 «wd^ the ivife of tfe^ fi»^ei« 
W4^ ^q^^l'UftWng bis A\m^ef, by ^ufiMri^ 
b©r feelings to yi^ld li^iw wwkes, |a a 

\4<ftBlesyi, upia^cQi^a^iBd ^4j|efp^i^ (sl 
pv#i»g j>ii!«8er4ptipn8 i^i^p e(fec^nrr*gr t|« 
ge^tle^t i^eaft^. widwbti^y #if pofflibj^rr.- 
b^it ^t all events Jjy Bm^ ijJf^ns. T^ 
c;w»viwed of Ihe wceasity o^cwppetewiv 
if it cottW net be ^wided^ I f^U k #| 4]|pp^ 
wpjiidieioas and r^ugu^^ip^t, ^ ts^ ^^^^ 
lae eirfire r^poasiWiiity, witj^itt OTy W^ 
of ^)^U(C^n£Jb^p> iftfid ^^qc^d^agV sta4#4llHI^ 
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called on Richsird Cassilis, with a deter- 
mimtipp to raal^e him feel that all ani- 
mosity must be sunk in the exigency of 
ihe c^e, 9L8 my friendship to his brother 
was of a nature to entitle roe to claim 
the sanction of his family to plans I had 
regard enough personally to engage in^ 
for the lake of the unhappy suffeter^ if 
they choose to devolve ibe kindness of 
kiudfed on me. Contrary ta my expecta** 
tioflj he was much affected -^called di- 
rectly on Mrs. iJ^silis — aaw the phy- 
sician^ jind was^ by hina^ iotroduoed to 
his brother^ on whom his appearance had 
H greats but transient effect. And he grate- 
fully nad eagerly accepted my inter-^ 
fereoce; glad to escape, not oiUy the 
pain of witnessing suffering, but of be- 
stowing care and consolation^ where the 
unconsciousness of the sufferer withholds 
thfi gratitude, that on all other occasions 
repiiys service and solicitude. Whether 
this unconsciousness diasolir^ the ties of 
&i^ship «nd cela^ooship ; or whether 
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we shrink from contemplating tbe ha-» 
. miliated existence^ our utmost self-esteem 
cannot tell us we are exempt from^ it is 
certain that this description of sufferers 
are too often cast into forgetfulness^ by 
those who turn with mingled pitj and dis- 
may from the infliction they ought to 
sooth! Free to decide^ I suffered the 
physician to be peremptory with regard 
to the journey^ that from approving, 
Cassilis^ as usual as the hour approached^ 
was restless and impatient to put off; 
yet^ I conceded nothing as to time, 
though I offered to accompany him my* 
self, at he expressed such horror at a 
stranger, if he would allow mc to main* 
tain that authority over him, I would re- 
sign to another if he resisted. He, at the 
moment, was grateful; but there was 
only one feeling, that could be permanent 
with him, and I well knew, that in the 
event, I must not look for yoluntarj 
compliance ; so that my offer was, in fact, 
but to introduce him, and myself to an 
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associate^ to >vhom I could not beirto 
consign him without some sort of know- 
ledge^ respectable as J had ascertained 
him to be. I can look back to the happy 
period of my frieqd's existence^ and ascer- 
tain him to have acted, upon the maxim^ 
that ^'success inmost oasily attained by 
indirect n^eans ;'' ^nd my experience 
through life has convinced me, that in 
the general routine of conduct, there is 
usually an unavowed olyect at the b^it- 
tom of an ostensive one ; it does not, 
therefore, appear to me that art and ad-* 
dress ar^ the characteristics of this un- 
happy malady; though I can but dwell 
with astonishment on the unextinguished 
power of reasoning, that is rendered more 
palpable in accomplishing the preposter-* 
ous purpose that denotes the wreck of 
reason. As the day waned, Cassilis 
brought forward a thousand reasons why 
the journey should be postponed, though 
he wished to take it; and among others^ 
the plausible one^ that be feared after 
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being let blood in the mornings for a slight 
feyerilBhoess^ he should be likelj to bked 
again on trayelling too soon. Dr. Mel* 
mond humoured him^ and f^re^d to put 
off the journej two or three days, ap* 
prisiag me that we would take him by 
surprize, at aiiy fayourable state of his 
spirits tiie ensuing day ; the reprieve was 
no sooner granted^ than all bis restless* 
ness returned ; and he regretted that be 
bad been hurrying to get through writ- 
ings^ on purpose to set out on the mor- 
row; and shewing me a beautiful little 
air be had composed^ and piit words to 
in Switzerland, with txoo blots, be de- 
scanted on the haste be bad been driven 
to, with a grief truly descriptive of the 
subjugation of his mind, and at length 
retired to rest, in such a state of unsati^ 
fied gldom, as determined me against the 
weakness of yielding up any enjoined eon- 
duct to wishes that were simply the result 
of inextinguishable discontent. Accord- 
iogly, I fixed in my own mind to be off 
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as early as possible the next morning ; and 
as his man always sat up with him when 
Mrs. Gassilis did not^ I weot into bis room 
to give him a hint^ aud see if Cassilis^ as 
the Doctor predicted^ would be perfectly 
wdlin bodilj health. The man assured 
me that towards the morning he had got 
rid of his restlessness^ and^ though be had 
little sleep^ spoke occasionally witb a com- 
posure that bad become very rare. I drew* 
aside the curtain to congratulate him^ and 
he welcomed me with an unconstrained : 
smile^ but a countenance so ghastly that 
I started back; yet to my assertions that 
he was ill, he said, in a low voice, '' Never 
belter.*' I asked to feel his pulse, "It 
beats," said be. " Beats/* I replied, and 
seeking his hand discovered him drowned 
10 blood ! He had removed the bandages 
from his arm, with all his native quiet 
determination, to guard against the de« 
feat of a fixed purpose; and wholly un-^ 
suspected by his servant, had lain placidly 
'till, in the calm satisfaction ofbis^acconip 

£3 
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plisbed rekne. Mjr object vm,9 imi^%A\y io 
<bkid tbe arm^ though in the diitractioa of 
his mind^ I eould scarcely get the p^r fel^ 
tlow iF?ho reproaehed himself to assist me ; 
on mj representations^ howeyer^ he some- 
what admitted his acquittal^ and I besought 
iiim to recover his horror^ and abstrae* 
lion^ and procure the physician without 
a moment's loss of time. Cassilis could 
yet speaks and said^ with a smile of trir 
umpb^ I shall nerer forget. '^ Let him 
come/' adding^ abruptly^ after a moment's 
pause^ '' 1 ought not to have deserted my 
Bt&ters." I brought to his mind his 
intended reparation to them^ and he 
smiled satisfied. '' You was at my 
wedding/' said he, presently ; '^ though 
you are not of age yourself, there is no 
legal impediment to your proving my 
marriage." '' None/' 1 assured biro. 
'' Mind you/' said he, with momentary 
energy, " Louisa was born in wedlock ; 
it was a day within nine months." An 
idea darted aeross my mind, that, till that 
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momMt^ hftd ncTer occurred to me ; but 
I did not take » moment to dwell oo it; 
I interrupted tbe anxious appeals liewai 
reoewing, with an explicit assurance^ that 
I woald maintain all his child's rights, 
with a zeal no father could surpass. He 
smiled! And blessed is such a smile 
from a friend in such an hour — it 
seemed to say worldly care was at end. 
The physician arrived with an expedition 
my impatience could not complain of; 
bat looking at his patient, shook his head 
at me. I observed Cassilis marked the 
import of the movement, by the illumina- 
tion that brightened his countenance; 
yet it was momentary ; it was succeeded 
by a look it is useless to attempt to de* 
scribe its combined hope and despair, 
entreaty and confession! it assured me 
recoTered reason spread before his in* 
tellectual eye the tablet of the past and 
the present— and, the page reserved for 
the record of the future — that* future 
that was the appalling solicitude of his 
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re-illumined mind. He looked at me 
once again^ and in that .look I recognissed 
my friend : he endeavoured to press my 
hand to bis lips^ and smiled twice dis-r 
tinctlj. His thoughts were then all 
turned inward ; his lips moved — I heard 
him murmur^ ^' Oh God! my will was 
not in it.'' But after some minutes of 
deep and solemn prayer^ he became in- 
capable of all external effort^ though he 
still lingered on the confines oflife^till 
his spirit finally escaped^ with an effort 
30 exhausted^ that the actual moment of 
release was barely to be ascertained. 
The shock of seeing it^ Mrs. Cassilis 
escaped^ with all its accompanying 
horrors; previous watching h^d made 
her sleep through the bust||| of the 
early morning ; and I took care^ when 
she arose late jn the day, to apprise her 
of the events with such precaution, that 
if she suspected, she never knew the self- 
incurred catastrophe. 

My business in town was soon settled — 



d by Google 



lELUCA. 45 

a will of my friend's wai^ found conatitu* 
tiDgmesole guardiao and trustee of hit 
child; and if it ytms diq)uttble, it vt^as 
io accordant with the wishes of his fa** 
miljr^ to devolve oa me a trust that in-* 
cludied no pecuniary advantage^ that I 
eatered on my office^ and haying made the 
necessary arrangementB with Mrs. Cas- 
9i}»^. I escaped into the country to avoid 
the bustle and gaiety that ill-assorted 
with (be temper of n^ mind. I was at 
yottng guardian; yet^ I tru8t> no selfish 
pursuits ever superseded due attentioa to 
the sacred charge I had pledged myself te^ 
undertake. I considered my promise to 
my friend in its most , compreheimvn 
lease, and was as careful of the faina 
ef Mrs. Cassilis, as if I had verbally 
hound myself to include the mother: in 
my solicitude for the child. Though al- 
tered and gradually wearing away^ she 
was still beautiful^ and in the spring of 
jouth ; consequently I removed all scope 
^ comment, by propovtiooing my visits 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



46 ZfiLUCA. 

to rule^ rather than to the feelings that 
would have carried me to the widow of 
the man, who had been to me^ in early 
life^ that pure and unimpeachable friend, I 
resolved to be to all that remained of him. 
Mrs. Cassilis did not survive her husband 
above six years; fatigue and anxiety 
before his deaths had had such effect on 
a delicate constitution, that though she 
soon got over his loss, her health had 
received such an early shock that it was 
not recoverable ; she died of a slow con- 
sumption, and the little orphan fell 
wholly to my charge^ at the identical 
time, a fortunate chance threw in my 
way an officer's widow, of fallen fortunes. 
I felt it to be of the utmost importance 
to guard against Louisa's becoming ac« 
quainted with her father's malady; a 
malady, that is, perhaps^ so often heredi- 
tary, from the dreads which it is obvious^ 
must have a tendency to create the ap* 
prehended evil ; I therefore revealed only 
•0 much of her history^ as did away tht; 
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scope for disadvantageous conjectures; 
and Mrs. Maithus wilHugly assented, to 
repay the comforts of a liberally conducted 
bome, by attention to the health, manners 
and morals of the unconnected girl, whose 
life I hoped to make happy, by giving 
her such resources, as are comprised in 
the best education, under the vigilant eye 
of a very prudent good woman ; and 
Louisa Cassilis, at sixteen, is highly ac- 
complished, very sweet tempered, and 
more beautiful than her mother, because 
she has the more striking symmetry 
of form I always found wanting to 
complete her mother's loveliness. In 
childhood my charge was a source of 
pleasing interest — as a mere girl she was 
equally productive of satisfaction — but 
for these two years I have seen her shoot* 
ing up into woman, with a wish to bring 
an increase of happiness to a lot that is 
C€frtainly susceptible of additioqs ; but I 
am perplexed, because I am tenacious of 
making an unnecessary communication of 
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tb^ delicate partteulars af ber life^ while 
I am aware that verj explicit detnifa 
would be required of a guardian of my 
yearu, in requesting such a woman as I 
could confide in, to undertake the di8i> 
interested office of usbaring her into the 
world. For these two^rears I have had aa 
eje to Lady Naglefort, and you, perhaps^ 
knowing her great and good qualities^ 
will wonder I have not sought the services 
of one too high-minded to be biassed bj 
trite maxims, or illiberal prejudices; but 
my reasons were cogent — I would aot 
run the risk of repaying her^ by robbing 
her of her nephew! Wolsey, IhaTe al^ 
ways considered sensitive^ my charge may 
be so too, andthie insnlBciency of % soper^ 
intending vigibmce, hai been so ofieo 
proved, that I would not incur the 
hazard of self*f q;)roach, by throwing tor 
geth^ two young people of skihing per« 
sonal attractions, in the f<qebk hopie, that 
gratiiude oo the Mm <9iAe, end pri«4eMe 
on the otber^ ' woiiMi be their ^.seewity. 
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VikWryow vfiW sB}y I need no long^ htsi- 
tote;t but K have still the bctditfttion that 
aaustaccompany^ presumi^tuoiNi rlequest. 
I expect too^ ^otir opinion of tady Nagle- 
fort's accefistbiUtj; and above all, yoii^ 
are itt tbwii — t/ou arc in the neighbour- 
hood of my ward, and if I could cheer 
kier solicitude vfith such an acquisition — 
eofture her such a companion, to give 
zestl^ pai^cipation to the feelings and 
l^nlimedts of yoi»th, I should 4>e littki an-' 
xious about procuring lier a wider cir- 
cle»of friends at present. If I concluded 
i» form, I should apologize for fatigu- 
iag you with uninteresting details; but 
what is so frivelous and revolting as 
parade ^nd compHmenti wl^n the heart is 
wrung.wtth recollected anguish ! I will 
Iheo frankly own that I expect your sym- 
pathy for my ill-fated friend ; and in the 
hope that you will extend it to his- 
d^nghter, I feel myself gratefully and 
sincerely your obliged, 

R J. ERDESTONE. 

VOL. III. F 
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Marianne sunk on ber knees^ as she 
concluded tlie last words. Oh ! hapless 
child of an ill-fated father/' murmured 
she, '* never maj I allow myself to form 
a wish to deprive thse of that guardian 
who is indeed all to thee ! Oh ! God/' 
she pursued^ *' assist my efforts. Never 
yet has my soul been tainted with 
the baseness of envy, amidst all the de* 
privations of my lot; let me not then fail in 
this trial, but enable me to sustain the test 
it is the weakness of delusive passion to 
term a hard one !'' The clock struck 
three, and the sound, amidst the deep 
siletice of night, roused her from her de- 
votion ; but the flickering candle went 
entirely out as she arose, and with cao* 
tious movements, she endeavoured to 
avoid coming in contact with any cum< 
brous articles in her unaccustomed cham- 
ber. She folded her packet up, and 
placed it under some linen, and at length 
found herself in bed^ but Cassilis, and 
the awful lesson his fate exhibited, defied 
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the possibility of sleeping; she revolved 
the traits of his wandering reason^ and 
became convinced that religion would 
have afforded him the strength of mind^ 
not to be derived from anj other source ; 
she saw that self- value resulted from tlie 
talents and capacity that exalted him in 
the opinion of those with whom he was 
connected^ instead of gratitude to the 
'giver of all good gifts;' and, conse- 
quently^ at an inauspicious change, the 
pride of superiority^ unable to submit to 
humiliation, indulged the moody spirit of 
rtpining till assisted, perhaps, by a pre* 
disposing cause> his superior intdlect was 
finally undermined. But Erdestone's 
immutable fidelity ; and (in such early 
youth) his intrepid defiance of supposi- 
tious degradation in attaching himself to 
the interests of his fallen friend, elicited 
approbation equally just and delightful ; 
and Marianne energetically pronounced 
Louisa the happiest of human beings ; 
7«t, without one latent wish to depreciate^ 
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her^ for she felt that the circumstancef 
which had thrown Her on the protec- 
tion of a tnind so generoois as Erdestone'Si 
formed a tie more powerful than could be 
derived from the most surpassibg beauty 
and accomplifthmenls ; and oottiiB^ ec^ 
cited Marianae's BurpriKe but ihefeat^fttt 
solicitude in his dread of trusting Wqisej 
and Lmiiia together ; for the^r^e^Bg^ iiD 
Louisa's letter^ seemed to licr to gti«r- 
antee him from all obaiaclei to th^ sefv 
ciprocal hapyiness^ saye what might 
ariae from Lord de Wocde. MarianfMf 
l^oged^ While she dreaded to see ^leacrpr 
friend Brdestone bed prooiised her; for 
she called it a promise — she f^U it a ftath 
ttring one — though it wte d^lioatefy^ 
gtaniled in the shapis of a reqvest; i^nd at 
list sher siink to sbep^^ antieipati^g the 
mean* and tbe time ErdesMne wnuU 
fix PB, la bring abo^it the iQtiodcicli0»«t 
vtMeyiAwt\ie'itMfiiidfmiuh£&B; tiMlugiif 
8l|a knew not how to qaioiplhaent har<f 
s^ b^dptoruiiaiiii^^fati it ^raa ittiapfXMbft» 
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tion of hcr^ till she recollected that steadi* 
ness was a desirable qualification in an in- 
timacy with a character of any degree 
of Tolatilitjj if such was Louisa's ; and 
her predominant feeling (she scarcely 
knew why )^ was, that Erdestone was/ear-^ 
S^ly tenacious of her affectioa 
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CHAP. iJ. 



^^ All Imposture weakens Cen/Ulence and chills 
Uenevolence. I have always considered it as treason 
against the great R^ublic of Human Nature to 
make any Mah*s virtues the means of deceiving 
him^ whether on great or little occasions.^* 

Dr. Jobsson. 



.AuS Zeluca had always been accustomed 
to find Marianne ready^ she entered her 
room to descend to breakfast together; 
and was not a little surprized to see her 
but just rising. Marianne used her ut« 
most expedition^ while listening to Ze* 
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Uic&'f coo^Mulations on the proof that 
over fMigue bad not spoiled her. rest; 
till stfii^k by n sudden pause^, she raised 
}m ejet^ aqd beheld hef cousin's fixed oa 
the cover of Erdestone's packet^ which 
l^d falkn to the ground in the dark. Ma^ 
riaone colourod> for Zeluca !& piekiag ii 
up eKamined the^ hand; but Zeluca/a 
ooUhh^ wa^ doeper than Marianne's^ ai 
n^cog^^if ing Krdestoae's writiog^ and she 
directly cbai;ge4 h^J? with haviog sat up ti> 
amwer a letter the night before^ reeoK 
Uctiag$b€ twice bad beard a noisa^as o£ 
a person movji^. Marianne assurod her 
abe bad n^ written a sentence^ or a word i^ 
ati4 what went farther than^hec ass^urance^ 
Zdu/csEL called to mind> that the eorrea^ 
poodencew^uldnot have begun while thejr 
wcra staying in the same bouse; andas^^^ 
look occasiou tQ ascertam that it wai « 
^ank cover^ her appreben»iionfi subsidedr 
iirto a beliefs, tbat.it wa» tbe envelope of 
some material ia her work-box> on wbicb 
hftbaiwrittj^vW 8ax»di^ Tfaat^ however,. 
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wag a pr#of of cordiality, which, while 
it told her she might dismiss fear for 
Wolsey> alarmed her with the stronger 
dread of Erdestone's attachment, till she 
recollected, that Marianne's acceptance 
of her invitation, could only be from a 
desire to pique him into pursuit; and 
such a proof of uncertainty set her at 
ease. Zeluca had been no unheeding 
observer of the privileges of married 
women; and in becoming one herself, 
overlooked the flagitiousness of the co- 
quetry she had so often stigmatized, to 
congratulate herself on the ' vantage 
ground' on which a married flirt is placed 
in contending for a prize with the single : 
she knew the matron's allurements might 
be gracefully played off, without the 
drawback that attends the fear of being 
taken in with the unmmrritd; and com- 
petent to enter into the fastidiousness of 
the refining self-love that renders the con- 
quest of the married alone, pleasing to 
some men, and she believed most en- 
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cbvMkig^ to all; sdie reckoned iip6n 
tte foibleg sh(t baid discovered in Eiv 
destone, as givioj^her an influence in« 
h«r new state/ tlmt would be prodactiite 
oisly ^f ibe pieaMires df iw&lship in' 
Maribho^s ooinfielition &»* his he^nt, 
vader ker vigifant eycp; so remindw^. 
berselfithaA^e hroifc oikfy be on^her^piank 
agmnte teblliatibii -with. Wolsey, she ac^ 
caapadiaA Maffiajloe down etairs in a verj 
bifpy .btttnour. Woisey, w&h a pttAityc 
«[id£^eJtB^> strong enough to sarmouivt 
a natural im«Ma^iBe«s of iecnf>er^ bad tak^m 
into eoniridmlien^ the dependance waA 
#iirtcjiedness of bk i^ife'« lot, if any m^ 
feredetn: accident sbould happen to hb^, 
befeve Ilk u^cle gb^ild enable him W 
nakb aseillcwieiit on. her ; Md> ag a m^ 
Wivcethe moiA dmpisiand easy^ he had; 
pn)|)otod Zeluca^ en^rln^ hi^ Mh ; aiii^t 
a lekttWif wcHrnifig^ tlie day a^fiteib Marmtine^st 
arrival, had)beei^d^st¥Md t(^ accompany 
Iwr tffto th^ ci^^fof that ptopo*©^. »it 
it iM^dsffM, hb ^igigest^ deforms; ir^ 
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till the idle morning that would return 
to him that day month ; and instead 
chaperon them both to such lions as. 
Marianne would most wish to see. Z^eloca 
tossed her head^ and discontentedly jogged 
her foot in vexation that she could not 
avow her reasons for dissent ; for it was. 
not easy to fabricate any in the place of 
the real ones^ which were, that he had paid 
Marianne a compliment^ and at her ex- 
pense— that per Aap«, before the re-appmnt* 
ed day, Wolsey would become avtrse to the. 
actual evil of a diminished income* for » 
contingent good to her — Erdestone alsO/ 
might h$ in town that day month, and 
Marianne, by being left, obUin a tete-or^ 
iete with him — and finally, die had made 
up her mind to go to two or three other 
places, to which there was no occasion to 
take Marianne ; added to all wbieh, she 
bad been allowed to be so capriciously 
and despotically the caterer of her own 
pleasures, that the necessary deference to 
the freedom men claim in disposing of 
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their own time, was an evil as inioIeraUe 
as new ; and she remained sullenly silent 
till Wolsey enquired how they should 
make their arran^ments. She then an* 
swered, that he hod so completely disar^ 
ranged her*«, that whether they were 16 
go to St. Paul's, or the Tower, or th« 
Monument, he must decide with Mari*^ 
anne ; as all she should interfere in, would 
be to say, she had done with the insuring 
system, which, otherwise she foresaw 
would be postponed from month to month 
Ui the entire destruction of all plans it 
forced her to miscalculate on. Marianne 
was ignorant of the system she alluded 
to; but perfectly aware of her disinclina- 
tion to Wolsey's proposal ; she, therefore, 
promptly said, that as she found he was 
so obliging to put offn, settled purpose 
to gratify her, she would fairly say, thait 
ibe preferred being at home that morn- 
ing/ Wolsey explained what the purpose 
was, and added, that nothing but his 
4eath wiUiia the month would justify 



d by Google 



00 s^vM. 

Zeltiea't apprebenoioiis of delay ; oon* 
eluding, mib ironical jocosene^, thai he 
trusted it ^Vfisvbei^g^too.sa&^uine 4o buiU 
on theiwidotrhofid ofia* tbnoe merfths^ fie* 
nance. 

'' What; pray/'r-^aid Zeltfcaii buisbe 
{[topped on <Wolsey's affected itart^ at her 
turning riiiort oiq him ; andtMamnne pre* 
rented her resuming, by speotfying an 
indispemstble ocxmpatioaat home. > Wokey* 
bowed, and got rid ofi a swelling emotiaQ^ 
with a sigh ihe loottld . not suppress, ttboagh 
he stole a look at Sjeioca, to, see iffthe 
triumph of hen amntenance called ifOf fait 
barely repressibk ind tgtia tion ; but ei tfaer 
she. was- prudent enough not to warn him 
l^ premature exultation, that she fdt hit 
scquiescence: the prelude togeneral eab- 
mission:; onintendiiig to.be good humored^ 
she was vexecL thai a ^c^niradiclion bad 
j9r6t)en/edherr intention; for sbe snrcaa* 
tically hoped that Marian3»e\ would thiok 
their relationship, . and the length, and 
familiarity of thek intimacy, a . remittance- 
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of the servilities of hostessship. Mari* 
anne answered with an easy good humour^ 
that averted a retort in her defence from 
Wolsey; an4 Zeluca recovered her tem- 
per^ and presently proposed^ that as they 
were to set out directly alter breakfast^ 
Marianne should be prepared to accom- 
pany them on their return to siee West's 
picture, and it was so determined. Ma- 
riane bade them good morning, with de- 
fight at an opportuitity to give her nianu* 
?CTipt a second reading, without danger of 
intrusion, and ran up stairs to fetch it, 
regardless of a rap at the street door from 
visitors, who must he dismissed, as '^Ae 
could have rtone ; her surprize wa$,.7itece- 
fore, indescribable, at beholding ^Erde? 
stone awaiting her when she descend^ 
A thousand varying recollections and sur- 
mises crovvdcd on her mind, and Were evi- 
dent in the paleness that succeeded her first 
crimson blush, while fcfeling that sur- 
prize was no explanation of heiE palpable 
embarrassment, cooscious'^esi^ combined 

VOL* III. 6 
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wUb the reeuaeficei to CastRu'J iat^ #1^ 
siie burst into tears,; lat Jier .uafpce«€»P 
emotio^, Brdestooc's tf^ni^r^cfe^ghtfili 
on bis own writing in.tbe ^papers sbe Jiel^ 
and pres^iqg tbeJbao^.sbe .bad^txtiended^M 
meeting, " y,ou , Iw^ve nojt .soJEfer^ the 
' coldn^s3 of djel^y' to ahiH ;ny gratiiu^e 
for joAir required. »^nj^ptby/' ^aid bie« 
cj^ppessii^eljf. ''I need,not i^k, I si^e jrou 
have reft4 ^^Jr^^^oo^Jy narration; and now 
I fi^pro^Qb rnj^elf, that with so little 
ptecaml^ipq^ I, have pained a ieart sp ^fi5C^ 
iilg; for— t-" 

IVl^mone ioterruptjed him; hehad unr 
quivocal^^ut her whp^e emotipn 4pwn 
to the aaxcatiTe^ and she was re-iissiH;^ 
bl^jQod her owp h^pes^f jelfcr^cqve^^ 
to i^jgoroijusly jre-a$sujced> itbat;fts hepepe* 
tratinglj eyed her wiiile she ffpok^j 'he 
could qotfsee in her professed anocie^ to 
be iotcQduced to bis charge^ <aiid tbe.apo^ 
logjes .she offered for the. intpertipent ans- 
piciops that had been the m^aos of reuv* 
iffg to him the mpst^painKullG^liig^.j^j 
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symptoms of her secWst sen#ments ; m 
accepting, indfeed, the fpiendsfiip^ of orte 
sfae^ looked^u pon* as Ihs affiaticed wife^ siie 
fik Ttft^aUjF p4ed%ed to tiirooRCteriment 
«»^8ii^pf|iPM^xi^of a'pped^Jidfio^^ imkmi<- 
pfttible with good fantb te^ &er frietfd, aiid 
as bet first swpritr&ha^noi het^tttytA htr, 
ker secret hnd suraiootrted tbe dkingef of 
d^t^ctiotK. He tlianked ker feic Iter sOttci- 
tude, Mrit;h kindness and with gratitf^) 
but with a gravity ht 96tine# afwire be 
iugltto^ai^co^t for; f3#%e ivpologized^fe# 
ko^ defi^ession, bf t^pMtmg to her %h/i 
it was faisfatbef's iUiie«ft tbat hadcaH^d 
ki» io 8>uddelity to to^n ; y^t Ire owacMl 
tbatbedid not oooi^i^e it t&ht d&tigei^ 
f(M^ tikoogfa Lord d^ Word> tmm ^vet 
ka^rng £»k aw bout's sickiUM siotarel^ly, 
fm^xinderigrtotiridraiittiid af^rebK^ii^. 
He "wm,' tkep^otit, to take doi«w a fit*, 
tcMif ite pbjsidati^ aad look forwaird to ai 
leng^ itay himself^ wi k« bid bOM kiur 
tta^ uiubI with fa^ fitbdr la«o^^ mh&^ 
¥f}»u in bedtb, was tAsnyM bettor ittiij^ 
« 9 
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lied with short and frequent visits than 
long ones. He then gave her a letter 
from Lady Naglefort, with a very con- 
siderate message^ importing^ that sht 
would not place her in the invidious light 
of a spj in Zeluca's eyes, hj requiring 
her to become a correspondent^ while she 
remained at Wolsey's, which she con- 
cluded would not be for a yety long 
time. 

" I don*t know^ indeed/' said Ma- 
rianne to £rdestoae*8 repetition of Ladji 
Kaglefort's supposition^ which she knew 
referred to his having quitted Greystone; 
and she went oii to ask whether he would 
be long enough in town to advise with 
Wolsey on the best step to . reconciliation 
with his uncle. '' It isjoor aosiietj for 
Wolsej/' said Erdestone, '' that makes 
you think roy advice can be seryicnble ; 
there is no scope for advising--*the most 
determined lore of dictation could suggest 
but one plao^ and that is sq obvious^ that 
1 cskBOot excuse his dilatarif voeakruM*' 
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Mi^iaoiitt toobdt uQC(Hit{M:ef and uH^ 
Miisiisdy ttai she di4 ii0t dlroode to im- 
picate ZitlfMitL} Md Ei^dertotie recurred 
figtm te h^ avfH absence^ ivhith be re^ 
plated wo«ild be «o hmg, that h^ ivbbed ta 
4ffeet an iotrtodiiciba t^ Miss Casfilis be- 
fore be i^nt^ M be slioirld be ^otne bours 
IB towii ib aiecmtiniodMton to the friend 
who \yiMi U^ iiC€Oi«rpaiiy jiim. Marianne 
acceded i«»teb aiacr4ijr/ a^id men^oned lYie 
the expected tiila^ of Z^lijita's telixrti, o^^ 
which ad ei^lanation endued, that excited; 
berdisQKiji^ for Ek-d<^oae*s proposal Ntas 
dweated azei4isivel^ to herself; btit slie 
dkf net beside 1o tkfge birn to include 
W^my aiwl Zelu<*a, observing, tiat theit 
{tkadtkip, if not siocerer, womIA ht 
mxae ittneficial ^atv be^'«. Erdesttme 
lakl, ike knew lie ^i^t claim Wolsej^'s 
seffioes^ bu| ofi Zekica's benevoletice^ 
fatt ^ro£ified biaiself unwillio^ to draw; 
aol the^gfi Muriaoi^s koewtad^ of 
Zdmsa ^aabied ber t^ be pr#tfipt^ 
atti feriBifi|>tory, in aigslrrtii^llull ibe 
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pleasure of obliging him, would pre- 
vail over any plan of seclusion she 
had laid down, he was long before be 
could be prevailed on to state so much 
of Louisa's history as was necessary to 
justify a request to Mrs. Wolsey, to grant 
the orphan her countenance. Marianne 
had often found that the slightest pre- 
ference over Zeluca, on any point, was 
considered by her, in all respects, as an 
injury; and so felt and resented, she 
consequently knew that in uendo, jealousy, 
and more than indirect strife, must have 
been the consequence of an agreeable 
intimacy she was not invited to partake, 
even if Erdestoue had not been a party 
to it; and certain symptoms when Ze- 
luca broke in on a Utea-tete with £r- 
de$tone, assured Marianne she could ,not 
be too careful. She, therefore, made 
haste to say that Mr. Erdestone had 
waited to see them ; and Wolsey, ob- 
serving his friend's seriousness, dismissed 
the disposition to jest on h^s unforeseen. 
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trrival; while Zeluca's countenance in^ 
staid.lj brightened, and Erdestone entered 
•t once on the request he had to make. 
He excused hisabruplnegs^ by stating the 
tummons he had recerved^ and then re< 
vealed all that was necessary io explai if 
his desire to procure the countenance ^f 
his iotifhate frfcnd, for the orphan he waa 
too anxious about^ to leave to the risk mf 
casual connections and intimacies. Ze* 
luca barely suffered a pause^ ere she ex-* 
pressed her alacrity, to do cYefy thing 
that should meet his wishes ; ^^e baid^ 
her intended engagemeht woiild be hap* 
pily exchanged for an Introductory visit 
to Miss Cassilis^ and w4tb a precaution 
the most flattering, asked if th^ should 
not be Kfornddable party to the timidity, 
of his proteg-^, who ILfing only a few 
streets off, he could apprize of their in* 
tentioD. If Ei'destone was struck by 
the sudden change in her^ the ckprice^ 
was too satisfactory tb invite investiga- 
tion; hc^consequfently, thanked her *itb 



d by Google 



<0 XCLVeA^ 

ooirdtaltty, and aceepted h^imenAmttit^ 
#ith A promise f^ fte baek t^ escdrttf«iii 
in a few biifiutefe. TbM mdHieot he w^t 
gone^ Zicluca gav« Tent to he^ siirprm*^ 
wJiatever idie tbotigki> abcisatil she wasi 
wfeU lissiftl^d that they were ^iag to^iw 
the Allure Xac(j^ da W&rtk; and fifi^iogi 
her ej^s#ii Marianne,, she waiUd for her 
tMebf. The cmifiicimi^neai oF har 0Wtt 
selilimonts, abd Zduca';! etnikiog diiBC0Qi^>^ 
pMU#c^ «fi picking up ifyt entelope ofi 
Undertone's letter^ kd Marianne per^ 
Ifactly i)*^ cemprebend thef iiidUrecit trinntph 
at Mr dkjhai^ at fifs4 «fae waf tempted io; 
wonder, that in Zdlaca's tew chamctaTj, 
tfae sptfit of ritirlsbipc^ ^onid i^ll Ad 
WJth :aconittoiBed aridity; hu€ oae uio«- 
meitf s refldttion «old; hef'^ thai the UaA- 
iagibias of the mind pr^a^var its omni? 
pofenoe^ Ibongh a)ier^tQD» and evenAs^ 
wbichy at jtfae^' first blofl^'' might besup- 
posed to weaken the f ulin^ aspirifie. Shd 
was Bot^ however^ rtaken ui^riepared ; her 
mind was S^ ladrc fiUndjr »adb t:^%o tfas 
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event than Zeluca's^ abd she aaswcr^^ 
she thought the union undoubted, if not 
immediate. 2ieluca then wondered if he 
had stated the real reason of his hurried 
journey to his father, and vv^s going on 
with a multitude of suggestion?, when 
Wokey interrupted her, to say women 
were always premature in their anticipa^ 
tions ; and that, for his own part, he did 
not see bow a man like Erdestpne, could 
fulfil the trust he hs^d accepted, without 
su^h aii anxiety, in his ward, as might 
look like love, but probably had nothinjs; 
to do with it. *^For," said Wolsey,^'! 
think he would uoi marry in secret— I am 
sure he would not in open defiance of hitf 
father-— and I am certain he knows Lord: 
de Worde would never agree to such a 
mutch/V 

" Well, all that, if you are right, an- 
swered Zeluca, '' goes to disprove the 
marriage, but not the love;" aud looking 
at Marianne, she made a face that im^ 
plied he wiii wrong, adding that per* 
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Ikfm Bflfestond tfoifid setOe itl^itk bi» 
toosoiejled^ ami bis fa/tber, and Mtf/aitt 
of lodog^aome of Vkshtb^'a tbeijunnidsi 
hj wsLiiing iiil fae wali^ etit of tiaelviTtvfL 
'' HowoTef^ tbtt 18 not my bttomfesi mw/^ 
ctk^ ftey rtfi^g^ ibe Wti fcv Soijtb *i 
ptaiA a fefractoiy lock in oi^dier ; '' iff I htd 
BO* coDtf ivtad to' ^fidlfm off, I ptfdst kw^ 
<Mdd taf aippearftcn^ before tbe Miss a4a^ 
SiBqjihon^ wA tbtft isi bardljr ao^ bwl* att 
tluit odiotia S»jtby boW tfball I g^ 
ANmgb the' month \vith herr '' Earftf^ 
I tbink/' aiki W«laey, ''if tlerii is Ml 
^0tge altel'Oaiivo thaa a(ypeariii|g 0-2a«7t< 
gqxhone ; .for i protaat I. never ainr it iMil* 
beeoffiiog cdrtume* WfaieU is tbe dit/!^ 
|[»rdi^carl?'' ZeltiCA.wiibabewitefaiti^ 
amile^tumedfriMi bimtdib6^aafc;^'^^b)p 
I look like a gorgon/' cried she; *•' aikl<i 
guass this is a Miss Ibi^t plays ar little, 
4rawaalittki aild dmst$ m gre&^dial par 
^fddnage ; eVerjr pkft Add fold will ht^Oh 
aminiBd for paKern^ and a dalctslataoa made 
wbetbar £i^lbh satin wvuld da toi ^ 
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Q^padous f(ie(^^p, and ;^bftb^ a ^lim- 
wiqg^hc \k9is ifl Jbcr ejp, roiglit ^1W« ffir 

I suppose she.ia, am^ wfitb ipre^wts .^ 
patt€ti:i)9^ contrives to se;!; off tb« pre^t joeiui 
with good spcQesfi^ io^fed — if jiiyd doe$ 
catch mj Xord <d<B Wocde elei^. \ sbaU 
play •Of?((<or ^Mw^, I waro ypii, j^p4 ]««^ 
havie— ' My ;4wr Mp. Wolsey bow beau- 
tifuLtbis js'r^anfl SHow Javely ,^bwi 4«tin 
work does Iqok on you'—js^nd ' M^j I »^ 
to tpl^e a^copy of tliis oaftntle tbofigh ;J 
sllWi't Jiet ,i3t off;' ;I .on^ M^de^t^ke J^ 
dress my;flf ■^^ not oth^r peopjy^; 
and. I sl^an't be flAt|tered>iilto .beifig ^ 
producer of such a proncu^/' 

" 1 wrarn ypu, ^^qc^i" fftld WfBJis^y^ 
tbopgfi be jQpiiW not .^uppc^ a jmih 
at a^JmUat^ Mifduity of mfndi^§»t 
adour^tiop — " )I ymn ! JCJH, tbat . if yftu 
quiz wbjiiwWeh^r ip a^iy .way^^JRj^^* 
tooa will be ?ery qiWfMlgW^dj )» 
Will wt CPPsMlcr it nfk ,fJi,{pmhh Hrf- 
fciK^." 
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'' So you think he would be tmap^ 
peasable? returned Zeluca^ with a sig- 
nificance of meanings the rendered more 
indicative of conscious powevy by the 
precipitation with which she avoided 
an answer. " Well!" cried she, '' I 
won't try him ; he shall think, at any rate, 
that I mean to be turned to account/' 

'' I can't conceive," said Marianne, 
" she will wish to turn you to the ac- 
count you suspect; I know not, indeed, 
whether she is rich, but Mr. Erdestone 
spoke t)f her as so highly accomplished^ 
that I think she is little likely to have 
felt the want of money on any minor 
point of expence." 

' Zeluca absolutely started. *' Atcom* 
plishedf she repeated — "She has learnt 
music, I suppose, from the old gover- 
ness. She has not had masters, has she?" 
Marianne said she understood her to be 
thoroughly well taught, by the satisfaction 
with which he mentioned her capability. 
" Lord, he was wondrously communl- 
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oiittV^/' returned Zelt^ea^ het kirfghiog 
yiiiB^iiy giving niray to an anlietj> raised 
ki once by Loiiifea't C0Q>peten<ie^ atYdBr- 
de»t6iie's copietis cbimhunicattons t<y Ma*- 
tianne. ^' You nlust go with m, fyt 
I tbink jotf'll faave ^e ebanee of b^ing 
iftecfed confidaMe in form. Ofa^ true^ 
yoii are going/" said she, seeing Woke^ 
oh^ the point Of asking what she n^tioHst. 
" Ob, you're Tery riglit to go. I ^ho«i1d 
nei Wonder if yo^ a^e diriHbiM DUismA 
on ^ayiag your pairfr ptettilyi- 6nld fla^ 
tetiUg her widltf I tneiii m f entente^, ^^ 
John BuiKshly,. but by sfcitfutty {Mj^fig 
e^rt tm bihof titrobgh' her^ Cdme> tSf 
dear^ go" tfntt get ready;" dAid^ tfwdjf tfbtf . 
fiew herself, i«d»iKd Ae« dsseind tilt ^6 
wat sttfudioMd dd^ Etdeililie^i fetitf 1^ 
himng just oMij^oteA an ad^alilft|««trt 
cHMge in ei^ery mtttorial^ drticte df t^t 
dres). Erd^ltdM' wat iti^k by her t^w- 
frast tw Moriantie^ Mil' ialii> "^ I tbi^gbt 
you mmM to t^alk/' 

'' 1 thoiigm » too/* stfltfWolst^. 

TOL. in. H 
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^^ And I am sure I do mean it/' said 
Zeluca. '' I should be as unwilling 
to remit tbe slightest token of respect 
to the friend of Mr. Erdestone's/ I hope 
to make ray own^ as to consign any part 
of my wardrobe that is not to be turned 
over to my maid the next day to a hack 
ney coach." Erdestone could not but 
acknowledge the intended compliment; 
and Zeluca saw his eye glance at Ma- 
rianne. Wolsey also looked, and was 
on the point of making an observation, 
Zeluca prevented, by adding, '' Who 
would have thought, when I was a girli 
some age^ ago^ that I should have sub- 
jected myself to be accused of trepanning 
a husband for the splendour of my pre- 
sent establishment and (beggarly is not a 
pretty word), or I should say the beggarly 
equipage I can alone command. The 
flash of indignation that darted from 
her eyes struck Erdestone, pre-occupied 
as his mind was, but it was dismissed 
for leisure reflection, together with his 
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miscalculations on her friendliness^ 
bj the recovered smiles \vitb which she 
continued^ that she had no idea of a 
Darby and Joan connection in these 
days any more; than her neighbours^ and 
reminded him, that as he had offered 
no congratulations y he bad taught her to 
consider the hopey-raaon over. She, of 
course, received an offer of thc\ arm he 
had nearly tended to Marianne, who 
accepted Wolsey's, under the pre- 
caution Zeluca laughingly took of 
Keing her charge safe before her. Mrs* 
Maltbus was a genteel unpretending 
woman, and attracted little of the ob- 
servatioD predestined to her beautiful 
inmate, who, blushing and timid, fol- 
lowed every sentence she uttered by a 
glance at Erdestone, in evident solicitude 
for bis approbation. But her embarrass- 
ment gradually disappeared ; for while 
Marianne's emotion was so great, she 
dared not trust her voice, lest tears should 
follow — tears that would be utterly un- 
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intelligible tx> everv body but Erdestone^ 
aod perhaps too intelligible to bim, 
Wolsey effectually exerted himself to 
place the attractive novice at ease with 
herself; and Zeluca^ throwing ioto hi^ 
deportfnent alt the siinplicity her ju- 
venile Hebe face denated) elicit^ coe- 
fidenee and familiarity ; Louisa w«fi^ 
therefore; in earnest conversation in^kh 
her> before Marianae had recovered self- 
posfi^ssiof)^ to enter freely into ckat fvtth 
Mrs. Malthus^ whp was presently malted 
on by 2#eluca^ io i^ue her comn^iiiids 
to Miss C^sailis^ te gi^e thetn a speejoiea 
af the tone of her piano. Miss Cae^is^ 
blusbiBg and embarraased/seettied hardij 
able i^ accoQ»plis}| the evident wish ske 
had to be obliging ; but Cfp Zelu^ca^s. 
repeating^ energeticaUy^ ''You need not 
feufi my ekiil, I assure y#u^ d^v^ted as 
I am heart and «pfii to piusic/'* ISh^ 
acquired jpourage^ and played a nevr 
piece; she was enccHi raged %y Zeliiea's 
prais^ to follow up^ with a ^weet and 
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simple air^ she accompanied with her 
Totce^ and then rose^ Marianne thought- 
directed by a look from Erdestone^ to ' 
whom she whispered, and directly begged I 
Zeiuca to repay her efforts, by taking^ 
her place. Zeiuca sat down, with an 
assertion, that she would do any thing 
OT nothing, rather than excite expectation 
by delay, and performed a lesson with 
such execution, as would have repaid 
the solicitation of hours, in the opinion 
of an amateur; but without waiting for 
praise, she turned her face up to Erdes- 
tone, who had quitted Miss Cassilis to- ^ 
take his station by her, and enumerated 
five or six new things, -which, at his 
request, she accompanied with her voice ; . 
and found, that without exerting herself 
to the utmost; she had drawn him from 
the lovely girl, whose solicitude to please 
him, and the motives of it, were obvious 
to the shallowest observer. Marianne 
piti^^d her with her whole soul; she 
knew not whether the light and simple 
H 3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7S utW4« 

pieee had been ch^mn 9A bj^st s^daptje4 (# 
the casual otcmm^ or whethef L^uiw 
hftd displayed all ber capabilitjr; hut 
Ae »w sbe felt A^r^e//* humiliated by tbe 
attention Zeltsca bad the power of oom-« 
pktelj engromng ; susd that sbe epuld 
sfareely disperse the tears that filled kM 
eyes. For a momeat Maiianne wa& 
grateful for her inability to d^pfeeia^ 
auotjber; but when she reflfcted^ that 
in Loutsa Cassiljs^ she beheld an objectb 
whomterfered with her wishes, to a degree 
it was not ip her possibility far any other 
creature to approach to-i^and yet &ll^ 
Ibat so far fronv ^ishiiq^ to haT« recoucao 
to trick or fals^fss to lessen her, she 
shrank with pain at s^kig that tiiun^b 
over her, that was as convertible to her 
hopes, as to any Zduca. coyld £9rm; sho 
retracted the hasty censure on the pcf^v 
Ttfsioo of tirne^ and talent in ttie attain^ 
meni of fascinating tteoonpIiahHienta; 
and f^y regfetted they wore not iiUro? 
d«i<6d on a graund-tmrk of probity. 
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ctonce4 ift mi»iftg Hw ^y«f, tp fix thwi 
W bf^f, »nd diipeelly d^irM e^^roM the> 
lOomiQhi^n '^Yqm dooQt like mufic?"^ 

*^Ve*3f mucb^e^Q^^iiv^Iy/' said Me* 

^' Wby y0tt are tbe oflily p^mn not 
sttwwBding Mr, Wolsey ?'• 

" I hear Mrs. Wolsey oo often/' re^- 
iqrned M^mnoe^ ^' that I would rather ba 
indebted to you again^^and beiidos^ I 
bear wWe I am/' 

'^ Yea; %o would Mr. Erdtatwe if he 
had nemamed by me. But you must not 
wiah to bear mo, ]Vlis9 Beasa/y, I ahall 
never play again wbeite Mm. Wakey 
is/* 

Marianne opeoA^ her lipS; resolved to 
coBviDce her ingenuous e&nfidante, that 
mort^eatioH must be her never ceasing 
companion throagfa life^ if it aro^e from 
sttpeviority, octheassumpUon of superiority 
in another/ Thai the performer and the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 ZEtUCAl 

performance were separable in ril opi- 
nions^ but particularly «o with Erdestone; 
who took in qualities b^ well as qualifita- 
tions in his serious adjudgment of merits she 
thought it would be satisfactory to her to be 
made sensible of; but Louisa would not 
give her opportunity ; she had met with 
a complacent auditor, and looked for no- 
thing more in unburthening her heart ; so, 
absolutely preventing Marianne^ she co- 
piously and pathetically explained how 
much she had underrated herself, by play- 
ing the piece she had chosen, because she 
was always frightened at first ; and had 
no idea from what Mrs. VVolsey said, but 
that it would have been considered a proof 
of execution by her. And from the imme- 
diate grievance, she went on to aa enumera- 
tion of a thousand troubles of the same 
description, justly stigmatiaing the petty 
artifices that seemed to sink with bitter^ 
ness into her heart, though she was too 
yeilding and unpracticed to requite them 
in kind. She had such a general air of 
diffidence, that Marianne had no difficulty 
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in belieirijag'^ she perfQimed to dis^^aoiage 
at ilm digiUest eeuoAe iex eaabariiusaGfieiit, 
partieulady in tiogbg?. 

'' But it does not gig«wfy diat i qanH 
cotnoaaBd tay voioe at Arst/^ tpioefieded 
Lauifi£(^ f*' iieoaiUBe^ as saon as 0iy ^courage 
qaoiM baok^ I ^Iwap find #iat all Ibe 
tbiogs tifflj^ 6i|it i»e best ara taken (cmsk me 
-*-noir; Miss Ansdl always takes froai me 
'i*'n|ude Stella"' aA ber 4»wa concerts, aodajt 
M cs^. Beat^te^a j and as I doa^t go to a«iy 
Qtber;, I am a(^n^s foroed to ia|^ -iv^at 
I eaar^t ^etithnoagb with any cr^ii; be* 
Giaasa Mrs. Makiuia iio«*t speak up for 
ipeas thfiir^wra a^others do ; she seams 
to thiok it ^ftk^ fodlifh ia i^ to say tbera 
is such' a <])flbreiiee i^ one song and 
aoather^ but Mtf. Srdestone GoiQvJnced 
her of that, and keeps to it, tbaugb, in^ 
stead of being yeased at my being kept 
back in ca4»pany; ho fiays n^tc, talenis 
are, or ought to be, cultivated for bettei* 
purposes than to render this display of them 
a ttfi of warfMH^. Bot^ hovi^ever,^' sbo 
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concluded, indignantly, " Mr, GaUiani says 
it is envy that makes them mancBUvre me 
out of my songs. Was you ever at one o£ 
our practising concerts ?" 

Marianne answered in the negative. 

'^ Oh, sometimes it is astonishing whal 
numbers we have/' pursued Louisa^ 
" though it is only the vety particular: 
friends : I am sure I don't know what I 
should do if L thought they were waiting to 
hear me i but as I know nobody hardly, I 
only sing some little thing, while they, are^ 
all talking, so that I don't mind it half so 
much as I did just now. Not but I'd^ 
rather set out ;. for itt quite unfair te sing, 
a foolish thing that nobody likes, when I* 
could do better; . Jemina Beattie behaves 
the worst of all to me, because she is my 
friend; she asked me to. let her call, when 
GaUiani was with me, just ta. hear him,, 
because Mrs. Beattie wont let her have 
such an expensive master, and so I did : 
so now. its so sly of her, is'nt it?^ — when. 
Mr. Colville praised my part in.' Brageb^l 
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land said he was sure / was a pupil of 
GruiUani's^ she kept saying, Uhat was 
what we sung with Galliani/ and ' He 
(aught us eo and so/ and ' He had only 
let her (ake a part in a duet, that morning, 
jast to oblige me ;' and then, if youii be- 
lieve me, she tellfe every body else. ' Ob, 
my sister and I have had no advantages, as 
other young people have — we hav'nt had 
whole fortunes spent upon our music- 
masters — ydu must make allowances forus/ 
And Mrs. Ansell declares Miss Beattie 
has learnt as long as she has known her, 
and that^s always ; Ihoagh she may not 
have had exactly Galliani !" Miss Cassilis 
broke off; for^ deep as she was in detail, 
Ejndestone caught her attention, *" So^ 
Margina, Mrs. Wol^y,*' said he, detain- 
ing her at the instrument, '' only So/ Mar^ 
gina' for a finale ?" "Who would hav« 
thought," resumed Louisa, in a lower 
whisper to Marianne, *' who would have 
thought of Mrs. WobeybEiiig so .fond of 
Mr. Erdestonej wUea she has not beem 
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tnafried four Bionlh^ ? I am stttd I (toa't 
think b^r husband is vety Bluch obl^^ 

'' Mr. Wolsdy is pefocdj easy, I dar€ 
•ay/' returned M^lrianrie, with 6«ch inr^ 
prUls as {lhe wai? i»eu«ible as sokyi> as^ sbe 
k(d spoken^ sh^ ou§bt i^ikier to^ hovi 
eemmunicajted thta €{)cpfei^ed; aud sbe 
added> though sbocfted atjinding her^If 
t{ia apoi^ist of mpropwieiy. '' MttK 
Wd[6^y> 1 believe^ may jusdy feel' Aat 
ber htsbaiid hat toe higl^ a^ opiiilofi 4i 
Mi'. Erdestond, t<^ be soKbitoufer db^ui A 
familiarity^ thdtl ^uppose^afcegivefctifrtoi 
fi^^m \AA habits ; for tbdy baveb6ed Iob^ 
dbquiiiiYted." 

'^Ob, I am dare 1 ddil't tfeinh Mr; Ea- 
ddsh>6e wbiild d^ afi^ tMng. i#ron^^' iM- 
•wdfeA Lodtsa, '' bull I ifarnk^te ii ki lonr 
withMpsi Wcfrtfy.*' 

Mananiie smiled^ ''Ibat wtnildb^ickmi|^ 
very viri'ong, I tbl^ib^ so vrFMgv thati»Aai& 
bat i n^ fact, I cah «i^y i am -ill] i%> bl^ is<ndt 
in Idv^ ifvidi fter/' attdnsurr M^^nde f^ 
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for^ though at Louisa's suspicions sht 
could almost hare exclaimed : — 



" The Man, who from her wit and beauty flies. 
If she but reach him with her Toice, he diet.'' 

Yet his noble and upright feelings^ and 
Louisa's share in them defied mistrust. 

'' Sure — sure repeated Louisa^ a beau- 
ful blush mantling over her face, ^* Whjr 
are you sure?" Marianne Was sorry she 
bad spoken so peremptorily ; for it was 
Evident, that instead of Erdestone's being 
doubtful of Louisa's aifection, she was 
labouring under all the anxiety of ago* 
nizing suspense. Marianne was far from 
charging him with unfeeling trifling, in 
permitting that suspense; she tfaoughi 
he wa* probably meditating an explana- 
tion with his father, before he commu- 
nicated hope to a young creature, who 
seemed but ill-prepared by strength of 
mind to endure disappointment ; she was, 
Ihrr'efore, desirous to recal the decided 

VOL. III. I 
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Mcouragetneiit LouUa seeing to ha?e 
dtriyed from her assertion^ and said^ 
'' I do not think Mr. Erdestooe prone 
to fallittg in love^* and 1 know him so 
wellj that I will venture to repeat^ I am 
sure, he never will with a married 
woman/' Louisa looked extremely blanks 
but she was debarred from farther en- 
quirj; for Zeluca rising with her last 
note^ summoned Marianne to depart ^ 
and^ however repugnant^ again brought 
Louisa into chat with herself. But aa 
all her graceful cordialities^ and all the 
inyitations she extended to Mrs. Malthus, 
were aimed at Erdestone^ she watched 
hiiki too vigilantly not to Bee that^ instead 
of attending to her, he was talking to Ma- 
rianne^ with an earnestness^ natural to the 
gratitude he was expressing. Marianne 
raised her eyes, and saw she was the 
iubject of the whispers Zeluca was ad^ 
dressing to Louisa; and understood the 
purport of them, when, on preseirting her 
hand at parting, Louisa said, barely 
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touching it, " I know now why you are 
$ure Mr. Erdestone is not in loYewitJi 
Mrs, Wols^.*' It was imponible Ma^- 
rianne could be insensible to ber niea»- 
iog; and though thej were in the act 
of departing, as Louisa incited the ex- 
plieitness that was most incongruous 
with her feelings on such .a point, sbc 
Uepped back to remove her false alarms, 
by giving her to understand, that she 
had been the subject of acknowledge- 
ments from Erdestone> that bad probably 
reached her ear ; and they separated 
again in good will, w|»ieh was not, 
however, general. Zeluca ixms prepared 
to be' tenacious, and when Erdestone^ 
instead of aocomfmnying tbem home^ 
took leave on tbe spot, .alledging thai 
he was already psust his time, she was 
not disposed to allow the importance of 
his engagement to supersede the as* 
siduity she had relied on ; and though 
only distq^pinntment was i^isible to him 
in her parting adieu, iU-hum»ur clouded 
i2 
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her brow as she took Wolsev's arm, 
leaying Marianne to follow. But Wolsej 
ttopped — '' Nay," said he, " why should 
we Darbj and Joan it home. Miss 
Bessaly, I hope you do not hold a married 
man's arm to be out of joint." Mari- 
anne was on the point of accepting his 
proffered courtesy/ but Zeluica instantly 
drew her's away, and she declined it. 
Wolsey, however, persisted in walking 
by her side, but very soon in total silence; 
for Erdestone's suspicions had rendered 
Marianne quick-sighted and wary; and she 
preferred the appearance of universal sul- 
lenn^ to an alacrity in dissipating ill- 
humour that might be misunderstood ; 
and. presently her ^elf-enjoined silence 
icAtled into interesting retrospections. 
When duty renders self-exertion obliga- 
tory, that most difficult of all victories, 
a conquest over ourselves, is compara- 
tively easy ; and short as had been the 
time since Marianne fdit Erdestone in- 
disputably another's, the conviction had 
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-bad fto influeuce on her sense of recti- 
tude, that the previous arguments of 
her prudence had failed to effect. Yet, 
notwithstanding all the attaching circuiyi^ 
stances of Louisa's life, she could not 
but wonder that a mind so little suitable 
witii his own, should have fixed Efdes- 
tooe's heart ; nor could she but feel, 
A^n recurring to the whole series of hts 
ingratiating behaviour at Grey stone, ttiat 
bis latent purpose was to secure her 
services, in the conviction, that na mts- 
4ak€n hopes would lead a character like 
her's, to make a transition from kindness 
to animosity. The mediocrity of the in- 
dividual, to whom she had been made 
flubseryient, rendered an excuse for Er- 
destone less easy to Marianr.e, prone as. 
•he was to exculpate him at her own 
expence ; but what she felt yet harder was 
to satisfy herself that Zeluca's musical 
talents, would never afford fair cause 
of uneasiness to the beautiful girl, 
whose personal loveliness and accomplish* 
I « 
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menti were unsustaioed by the inleUee* 
tual capabUty, that rendered the love 
of admiration in Zeluca ao formidable to 
those who were dettioed to its gratifica- 
tion. It was clear, that high as hit 
character stood for integrity, he could^ 
on particular occasions, ha?e recourse 
to indirect dissimulation — but stopping 
at home, the thread of her reflection 
was broken, and the countenances of 
both her companions warned her, to 
' bring her own mind into harmony, as a 
necessary preliminary to the introduction 
of general good humour. 



d by Google 



VEJLUCA. * fl^l 



CHAP. IIL 



** VThaiever is natural to any one, can hardiy 
he discontinued: should a Dog be made a King 
he Witt siiU gnaw Leather r — Stist W. Joses. 



W^OLSEY was alone when Mari- 
anne 4eft€cnded from her hurried toilette, 
\n apprehension she should be too late 
for dioiier ; and the excessive despondence 
of bis naturally animated countenance, 
chased awaj her intended selfrcongra- 
tfilatioos on having outstripped Zeluca; 
flif recloscd her opening lips in respect 
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to bis feelings, and he raising his head 
from bis hand, to smile on seeing it wa$ 
ker, resumed -bis kttitiide of 4h^wght and 
care. It was impossible she should not 
feel for him, and should not understand 
the source of bis desponding feelings; 
jet stifling her impulse to spontaneous 
sympathy, she took up a book; but 
before she opened it, Wolsey started 
from his seat, and seizing her hand — 
'' Is this life endurable?" ^e cried. 
'' Tell me, where is the moralist that 
would not bold a man released from 
bonds, not of marriage, but of slavery — 

of wretched " Marianne stopped him 

by forcing away the baud, he warmly 
pressed, with a surprise that was equi- 
valent to the most decided rebuke; be 
looked displeased, but his vehemenl^^ 
gave way to gloom as he resttmed— 
^^ If I had directed a pistdl against my 
heart the day I married, I should be 
now comparatively happy, quiet^ and nt 
peace at least !" Marianoe was shocked 
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to the greatest degree, and she said so, 
with a solicitude that brought him to 
composure; )>ut it was a soh'citude that 
£eemed chiefly to refer to Zeluca; for site 
enlarged on the disgust he would justij 
have created, if Zel'uca had heard his in* 
temperate sally ; and added that the warmth 
of his own temper prevented his gaining 
asceudancj over Zeluca's; while she 
imputed to her a tender aflection for him, 
that might well claim his patience, and 
bis judicious endeavours io correct her 
foibles. His heightened colour told Ma* 
rianne he was both disappointed and dis- 
pleased ; nevertheless^ he had the wisdom 
and the high-minded ness to profit bj 
tdvice^ that came from a quarter wbere^ 
peTbaps> « blame was )east expected and 
most unwelcome ; and ho seated hisiisc If 
at diouer^notwitb^tandingZeluca^s clouded 
brow, and repelling monosyllables, with 
a determiaation io keep up a chit-chat 
conversation with Marianne, while the 
servant stayed iq the room, making such 
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cordial^ though indirect appeals to Zelnca^ 
that if she had had aoj generositj^ she 
roust have felt the merit of reconciliation 
where, she had no resource^ if he had 
chosen to ha^e set her feetings at de- 
fiance. But she continued jogging her 
foot^ long after the desert was placed; 
so Ipng that Marianne became sensible 
a deeper grieyance existed than Wol- 
sey's proffered arm to herself, including 
Erdestone's abrupt departure. At last, 
on a general pause^ Marianne almost 
despaired of finding a topic again to 
avert, Wolsey suddenly rote from his 
seat. *' My dear Zeluca/' said he, *' ap- 
proaching ber^ ^ do not ^poil all our 
domestic comfort by this tenitcioiisDeaa; 
surely the tender of my urm to the friea^ 
and cousin you are so anxious to wel- 
come, was proving my sympathy in your 
feelings.^ So I mean it, I assure you," 
said Wolsey^ with an earnestness that, 
perhaps, would not have been so sincere, 
ff )a little piqiie to Marianne had fiot 
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operated. Marianne rose to quit tht 
room, thinking the adjustment that could 
not fail to take place^ would be best 
effected without ber ; but she was stopped 
by Zeluca^ who burst into a laugh. ''Ob^ 
how I like to see Marianne sail out of 
the room^ in the conscious self-sufficiency 
of being the source of a contention be- 
tween man and wife ; but I am notjealotM, 
80 doo't add that false report to your other 
defamations.'" 

'' Defi^mation!" repeated Marianne^ 
and Wolsey seconded her surprise by a 
look of equal astoqisbmeot 

" Oh, you are prepared to justify her 
by that significant glance^ 1 see^" con- 
tinned Zeluca, ^' and Marianne will soon 
be able to tell Miss Cassilis^ she is as 
iure my husband is net in le?ewith me as 
she is that Mr. Erdestone is not. I think 
you was quite $ure you told Miss Cat- 
•ills/' 

Before Marianne could answer^ Wol* 
sey said, '' Well— and of what conat^ 
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quence is it^ tbat she should remark oi* 
Erdcslone's indifference to jou ?" 

" His indifference/* repeated Zeluca, 
on the point of specifying the power of£n- 
tereuting hira, that encburaged her to 
resist the fears she could not subdue. 
13 ut perfectly skilled to screen her own 
Unsanctioned views^ bj shifting the odiunt 
pn the culprit^ that had irritated her 
bjr impeding them, she repeated in an 
altered tone — '' His indifference is cer- 
tainly wliat I resent being made the 
MUbject of conversation; it proves that 
mj name has been coupled witti his rerj 
improperly; and I can tell you, Mari* 
anne," she added fiercely, *' howeter-you 
may pique yourself upon your virtue, and 
your insipidilT/^ I am as tenacious of my 
fame, as a married woman, as you could 
be, though without making your parade 
of morality/* 

'' I admit," said Marianne, " that there 
ii something tery offensive to proprietj, 
in discussing the preferences of married 
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people, as if thej were priv Hedged ti^ 
form attachments ; but id this case I am 
not the offeader, and I suppose it would 

not have become a common habit^ if *' 

Wolsey interrupted her, looking at 
Zeluca, ^' If the behaviour of married 
peoplg did not justify it. But as in this 
case, I am easy, it need create no dis- 
sension among us ; I am aware of Erde- 
stone's friendship and his principles ; be- 
sides, knowing as I do, thatZeluf^a had 
n&otr any place in his heart *^ The burn- 
ing crimson, that left not one vacant streak 
of Zeluca's natural alabaster visible, 
was so consciously felt by herself, that she 
stooped down to pick up a strawberry 
shears* threw d&am. Her openjlirla^ 
tion, perhaps, justified the pleasure Wol- 
sey fdt at wounding her self-love; but 
with the pain he implanted, came the de- 
termination for vengeance — he could not 
have launched a more potent stimulous to 
her ruling foible; she secretly vowed to 

TOL. III. f 
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cirrj affErdestone's heart in triumpk^ ia 
defiance of her own husband^ and his wife 
fleets .whoever she might be ; and ia 
thus resolving to ce^nvict Wolaay ofcrro- 
neous judgment^ the calmness of systema- 
tic purpose, subdued passion, and she 
suppressed a retort. Wolaej put her 
silence down solely to the embarrassment 
he had created, and feeling for it, be 
struggled with his own discomposure, 
and held out his hand with an air, if not 
wholly cordial, such as she could have 
rendered so; but relenting towards htm^ 
had no share in her comparitive calm* 
ness ; she barely converted an impulse to 
fling his hand from her, into a theatrical 
movement, in taking off her glov^ and 
drawing Erdestone's ring from her finger, 
played with it, with a smile of taciturn 
significance, that Wolsey could not bui 
interpret derision q{ /ids credtdity. The 
^lour rushed iuto hia^ cheeks ; and 
though he waa aware of a certain sensa 
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of honour in Erdestone^ tfaaf be held 
to be as strong a security as his niorality« 
yet numerous ahd lining instanees crowd- 
ed ^pon his metnery^ of outraged faith^ 
^bere^ perhaps^ derelictron had been 
scouted^ with security as justifiable as 
his own. He was too a young husband^ 
and as he leaned on the table^ almost in 
contact with Zeluca^ be felt what her 
beauty was, recollected what she was 
capable of rendering herself^ and secretly 
admitted, that where she laid her^ielf out 
to please, she was irresistible. He dwelt 
not, indeed, on the actual expression of 
a countenance that was formed to tri- 
umph by smiles and archness ; but the 
hand that twirled the ring in the defy- 
ing consciousness of power was inimita- 
ble ; and her sigh of agitation, heaved a 
bosom that no statuary, nor no alabaster 
could have lent, an addition to. *'ir,'' 
said he, at length, '' if Sacontala had pre- 
itrved her taslismanic ring^ with th^ zeal 
&3 
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that has guarded your's, she would not 
have lost a husband/' 

'' Oh ! really," cried Zeluca, '* I did 
not know the providential impulse that 
always made me value thi« bauble, and 
she examined it with a miser's never sa- 
tiated delight in a treasure/' 

"You recollect, though/' said Wol- 
sey, " that the ring I allude to, was the 
giyiofthe husband whose constancy it 
secured/' 

"I protest to you, I neither recollect 
or know, for this is my first introduction 
to Mrs. Sacontala, I never heard her name 
before/' 

Wolsey's lips quivered with emotion, 
" I tell you what, Zeluca," said he, " you 
manoeuvre that ring with a.8elf-suflSciency 
and triumph that ill accords with your 
indignation at Marianne's coupling your 
name with Erdestonc's ; scrupulous nicety 
is sometimes made a blind for secret 
depravity ! Take care that you do not 
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bring jourself into suspicion. This I 
musi'^y, that though I am easy from my 
knowledge of him, his future wife might 
fidd that ring a cause for apprehension/ 
and you ought to return it." 

'^ Easy^ knowing him," repeated Ze- 
luca — " there Marianne^ you have often 
*aid emphasis and tone is every thing ; I 
call you to witness those words ; you can't 
deny them — they imply ^ — in fact they jus- 
tify me, do what I will." 

*' Do you threaten me/' cried Wolsey, 
starting on his feet. '' I am not a modern 
husband — if — by the everlasting God - 

that made me, if " 

. Marianne laid her hand on his arm, - 
with an energy that stopped him ; for she 
dreaded lest Zeluca's evident exultation 
at his jealousy should elicit a denuncia- 
tion that might tend to the evil deprecated. 
Marianne could net be at such a loss in 
understanding the workings of the mind 
she was so well acquainted with as to be 
dubious of Zeluca's intention to attach 
K 3 
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l^rdestone; and^ though she impute^ t^ 
her no predeliction to him^ and {^^aEOoer- 
ated her from premeditating personal de- 
pravity^ yet she was aware^ that where 
the morals are only proudly^ not religi- 
ously correct^ the co-operation of many 
evil passions might lead to the worst 
species of female vice^ which^ common as 
it is among the numerous living delin- 
quents^ notone^ perhaps^ could plead sin- 
cere uncompounded affection for the ob- 
ject of criminal favour. She was, there- 
fore, most anxious to put an end to accu- 
sations that were likely to have the worst 
effect on such a disposition as Zeluca's^ 
and assured Wolsey that his phrase was 
translateiable, as Zeluca understood it; 
though she could well believe he was too 
generous not to set her at ease, by stating 
his reliance on her, equal to any he could 
possibly have in Mr. Erdestone. Zeluca^ 
ever prone to interpret the hearts of others 
by the documents in ^ her own breast, be- 
lieved that pique to Erdestone induced 
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MariEnne to place their integrity #on such 
perfect equality ; that pique, she Judged, 
could only arise from conviction of 
Louisa's influence over hin), and pleased 
atoticeat Marianne's discomfiture, and at 
the hopes it afforded of a colleague to 
subvert Louisa, a secret satisfaction stole 
over her face, which the liberality of 
Wolsey constiained most favourably for 
her. ^' I am sure, my dear girl," said he 
directly, " I expressed myself most erro* 
neously, if you could possibly understand 
me to throw an imputation, on you, on a 
point so delicate, that suspicion, I pro* 
nouce it, is guUt on one side or the other; 
I have no scruple for my own sake to beg 
you to believe me incapable of being so 
insulting and so unmanly. I was warm^— 
I did not recollect the possible interpreta- 
tion of my words. Well, Zeluca,*' hecon* 
eluded, as her eyes still remained un^ 
moved on the table. 

'' Well/' said Zeluca, raising them, with 
a smile that had nothing repulsive, " well 
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I am to give this ring to bis fature wife-^ 
be it lo^ it has nothing in its fiiyour with me, 
bat its intrinsic value ; — here Marianna/' 

"For Marianne, is it?" said Wohcy, 
looking only at Zeluca, and thinking only 
of what she deserved from him for re^ 
linquishing it. 

" Oh^ the young ladies roust settle tb^** 
said she, bending down to hide a crimson 
blush ; '' aH I heard was, ihat it was ab* 
solutely preposterous to suppose any. pre* 
deliction for me should interrupt their 
plans ; — here it is Marianne/ ■ 

Marianne coloured deeper than henelf 
*' I can have no pretensions to it/' said she, 
'* 1 have been long enough domesticated 
with Mr. Erdeslone to feel the friendship 
he authorizes me to confess; but I did 
not think it could hare given rise to a 
jest of this kind, under the circumstances 
in which we are all instructed/' She spoke 
sijncerely, and Zeluca's oblique watchful- 
ness was instantly supplanted by cordial full 
looks ; and before Wolvey could controvert 
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the weight of the circumstances Marianne 
alluded io, she entered oti a critique on 
Louisa ; in which all agreed she was lovely^ 
all united to believe her in- love with Er- 
destqne; and Zeluca^ after gaining^ an 
affirmative from Marianne as to the pro- 
bability of ^rdestone's journey being to 
break his attachment to his father^ pursued 
— '' It is not however an .engagement 3^ et, 
or the young lady would not have been 
so anxious about me. By the bye, my 
dear, if its no engagement, why should 
you relinquish him ; if his father is sooh 
well again, we shall have him in town, 
and I assure you, I shan't be scrupulous 
in asking him here ; why is a little nobody 
to carry off one of the oldest baron's in the 
peerage ? If Wolsey is a real friend, I 
am sure he ought to try and prevent it.'* 

''He will give me no opportunity to 
prevent it, in my opinion," said Wolsey, 
" His father, I am sure won't agree; and 
I don't think he would ever tie a woman 
down to an engagement in the lingering 
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expectation of bis father's death." Man- 
aone was more struck by Wokej's opinion 
after baving seen Louisa^ tban At had 
been by the very same sentiments before ; 
and she was buried in deep internal ex- 
amination of Erdestone's behaviour to 
Louisa, and wholly unobserving of the 
earnest conversation of her companions^ 
when she was summoned to attention by 
Zeluca's demanding in rather a heightened 
voice* — " Pray Marianne how do you an- 
swer it to your friendship, to have allowed 
her to say such things of me, as should 
have induced you to answer you was sure 
1 was disagreeable to Mr. Erdestone ? 

" I did not say you was disagreeable to 
him !" answered Marianne, *' I " 

'^O, ril swear,'* interrupted Zeluca, ''that 
when we were coming away. Miss Cassilis 
said something that implied she had im- 
bibed your opinion, of which 1 heard ' sure/ 
and ^not in lave with Mrs, WoUey,' and 
you answered in a whisper, that set her 
quite at ease ; and I should like to know 
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what are the proofs I am so odioui to him ? 
My friends I see are guilty of the ana- 
chronism of placing me in the age that is 
gone by ; the inatrona, even the discreet 
matrons of the nineteenth century, are 
not laid wholly upon the shelf, conse- 
quently, though I hold a woman to be 
somethings below a woman who subjects 
herself to be scouted by her own sex, I 
do^nt think it necessary to render my- 
self offensive to the other ; and I wish to 
know what are the symptoms of abhoi^ 
rence in Mr. Erdestone that are so very 
obvious, Marianni^ to you and Miss Cai» 

'' Pshaw V said W^ilsej, 

Marianne said *' Neither Miss Guh 
liKs^ or I, thought you. odioua to Mr. 
Erdestone ; and it was / o^, who 
said be was not in love with you;be^ 
cause^" added Marianne, islntly, in the 
MQviction nothing would have. a stronger 
tendency to urge Zeluca to tke proctf« 
'* because I was 'convinced he would not 



d by Google 



108 tEhvek. 

be 80 with a married woman, and the 
wife of his most intimate friend /" 

Zeluca drew out a satisfied^ '' Oh !" but 
continued^ '* Miss Cassilis^ however, gave 
some reason for imbibing your opinioo^ 
that / am sure of, from what I lieard. 
Pray what did she say, if it is not asking 
you to break a promise to assist her in her 
scramble ? 

" Her words were/* returned Mari- 
anne, " I know now why you are 
sure Mr. iSrdestone is not in love with 
Mrs. Wolsey, and/' pursued Marianne, 
half indignant, and completely distressed 
at the explicit detail in which she dread- 
ing exhibiting her own feelings, '^ and she 
broke off a whisper with you to say, that 
so you probably can refer to yourself for 
her meaning." 

Zeluca could ; and her origninai senti*^ 
ment returned in full force, when Wolsej 
exclaimed;, " Why Marianne, she wat 
jealous of you, that is what I refer her 
speech to*— and in love as she is, I d# 
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Bot woodei' nht (mU hot insecurity ; iiij 
Mief of Erdestone'a attaehment would 
rtitaoy where rather on her.'* 

Zelucaiproed pale, and feared ta truit 
bemelf with a question thi^ mif^ht pro^ 
date an answer from Wolsey that should 
eontey hope to Marianne ; she rather pre* 
ferrtd to remain in doubt on hi$ having 
a defiaite object of suspicion^ and to 
suffer her fiuctttatiog conTtctton to ^eet 
£rom one to the other, with an iadeeinoa 
pr opof tioned to her eagerness, to det^« 
mae against which of them she was to 
direct her premeditated plettings. On 
Mariamie, however^ she was rather most 
prone to iiz, as most fearfidl of, and 
0MSt rq^ugoant to her tlevatiop ; and on 
her rested the animoeify lliat |iad beM 
gafberiag for Louisa; but s(ie was 
guarded eoough to omeeal her apprc^eo^ 
^ns, and riisging ike bell, ehe ordered 
tea up utairs, and accompanied by Mari- 
aan^ riq^aited 4o the drawing-romn. 
AUue with her, dde felt pfivileged to ro- 

TOX.. III. X. 
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^We tbe claim to Erdestone, that frond 
ibeir earliest knowledge of him had been 
admitted. *' It ii not Wolscj's jealousy/* 
the cried> imperiously^ '' that shall induce 
me to disgust Erdestone ; whoever loyes 
him^ or lays herself out to catch him, I 
shall think myself entitled to; make mj 
house agreeable to him/' Marianne hope^ 
her silence would hide her perturbation ; 
and it was so incomprehensible to Zeluca 
to refrain from entering the Hsts^ when a 
heart was the hoped for prize^ that she 
dreaded lest a secret bias to Wolsej 
rendered retaliation with him more gratis 
fying than a more eligible conquest, and 
accordingly she resolved to give notice 
of her supremacy in that quarter also; 
her ruling passion had always been gra« 
tified by ^Marianne's many disqulifications 
lor competition, and a husband, seemed 
only to have sharpened the vigilance ne- 
cessary to preserve him her own property, 
while indirectly renewing her appropria- 
tion of his friend. '' How ridiculous it is 
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of Wolsey/' she rcramed, " to endeaTOur 
to trapan me into stupiditj'^ by affecting 
to think I am distateful to Erdestone ; 
joung ladies propagate reports of their in^ 
fluence io hopes of obtaining it, and> 
though he knows , I am aware that he is 
sensible of thisy and that he feels certain 
past circumstatices with no pleasant sensa- 
tions^ yet he is siUj enough to try to iset 
himself at rest; by: means that be must be 
sure can't deceive me/* Thotigh ]Vlati4 
aone derived but too much aUiiln from 
Zeluca's implied power over Erdestone ; 
jet she believed Wolsey's jealousy was of 
a less flattering description than it was.re- 
presented; she thought^ that lover-like 
teni^ciousness of a wife's accessibility^ 
^as already giving place to the more. so? 
]»er#d sense of, propriety^ which mn#t air 
way«> in a degree^ subject th^ feeliiigs 
of a Dioral and an honourable maa to his 
wife's infliqence; and she longcid to wara 
2feluca not to trifle presumptously witli 
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a&ctions, it would not foe easy for a teni- 
per fto little placable as her'8> to re*ifitb 
gyrate once di^ubted. But «h6 wil 
nman thtd, under Misting tirCumstlMa^ 
ildTici migbt be imputed to colluiivi 
motives^ «be^ therefore^ made only ^tk 
sootbiftg repliift as migbt atert a recur* 
ranee to ^ old topie when Wolsey camt 
in; aikl sbe (H»eteoded so well^ tliatZe^ 
kica yielded to ^r petition for musk, 
tbougb Mariatine was grieved to see^ hj 
ker s^^eetwHy that «he Was anficipattiig 
attraction for Erdestotte in tke very bour 
6f neconeiiiatioD with Wolsey, whole 
kind And generous nature left it in her 
pMmt to hM% fixed Im heart as dovotedijf 
b€ir% for etw^ on the adjusted altercation, 
M it iMd bee«i iia tfa^ fif st hour of theit 
uniMi But if Ztlucik dM not justly ap^ 
piotkl^ Wolnyli gen«Mftity^ «lie rep^d 
Mi good hMMur ivi kind; Murianne't 
4^jMtiMi WM h/t^ppy tdgiuiy ibr her, ite 
IMllUMted tew tttiny W6iMn had thp^ 
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tirated that heart after marriage^ that 
had vainlj striyen for before^ and ere 
the eveoing cloied her spiritf rose to mirth 
and frolic. 



& 3 
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CHAP. IV. 



*^ To be Wise you must not appear so. To be 
Efficacious your Mention must not be seen. The 
swtftest Runner leaves the slightest trace behind^ 
the most beneficent power of Nature worlds in 
secret — and the lightning strikes not him who 
jseesit.'* — Anon, 



^ELUCA was assiduous in her ciyi* 
lities to Mrs. Matthus and Louisa ; but; 
though Marianne saw her pramtsed 
friend frequently in consequence of such 
assiduity^ she invariably found that all 
attempts to conciliate her were superseded 
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t*f Z^lMifV more «ccept«Ui^ coriialkMi. 
^dbe-liadbitberte acoMnpanied ^er courai 
in her moMYRg irvsits^' bcil Zelcira da- 
ieetided to breakf«^ one day^ with mi 
apokigj for kaving Imr alone^ as «he bad 
prmnited iocM 0n Miss C^ivsilii toprtve^ 
Aisc l{ue(9 : Wclsey entered as she \vat 
l^ieakirig^ -lEiid MarwBiie was ;bo fond of 
WBBtc> ntdepeodent of all otli^lr motivei, 
itt t# 1^:g(ad, tie asked, "^ Why doift 
Manattue «ocom{mffy you ? But Ke* 
l«ea'« Mterdicti#Q was decisii^ — '^ I beg' 
MariMiie will 4^ wliat she Uke»/' said 
Eeiuca^ ^* only owning onyself musically 
mad ; «tid k no wing ber, ma the ccmtmqf 
to be ^i^ %anm, and «ot ail mirsicAl, I 
b«g Ui say, ttmt tf «lie obtakit the cvedlt 
af perforiimg trwmpeter io my suiU, it 
is> inr. hec <>wu ^grcitifieatioii, not nine/^ 
Bf«risN|iie declared itfhe was not s«iace^ 
tibfe of grati^catioR from svieh a aoaTQe; 
attd feeling «h«t the lexelnsum ^ogfat not 
to take pa»k as a grievance, slie rewtved 
ttio ]mxm tbt potftimui^ vap ^mtpuoficd. 
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with 4ti exclamatioD of pkature at W 
aunt Jane's ^riting^ that dispelled, thi 
disturbance Zeluca's uograciouMiest b^d 
brought into Wolsey's countenaoce^ 
Neither Wolsey or Zeluea hud letten, 
and both aecessarilj observed a bank note 
fail from Mariaone's when she opened it. 
The circumsiance wat sufficieot to raise f 
hostof apprehensions in Zeluca — shes«p 
at once^ that Mrs. St. Orr waa d^adj ^ 
dying — that the Dean would restc4re to 
bis daughters the home his wife bad det 
priVed them of— and that by the uofore* 
seen incalculable chance of Mrs. St. Orr'i 
quitting the world before her old* husband 
all his wealth would descend to bis own 
family^ instead of going into her's^ a^ 
Marianne become an affluent heiress afikN^ 
she bad been pre*xievoted to pp verty ; . %n^ 
perhaps, under the protection of apowec* 
ful relation, be deemed by JLord d^Wof^ 
an admissible wife for his son. Ulsr in- 
quietude would not admit of suspense — to 
gloss it plausible o?er was all she could 
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attempt^ and before Marianne had got 
half through her letter/she hastened^ un- 
itr the maik of sympathy^ to advertise 
htr of All the dravvbacka to her antici* 
pated proiperity. '' How angry you' 
tawt be with that tile old grandfather 
of your V' Mud sht^ '^ for not giving yon 
aneducationj if his wife should die^ and 
ho shooM tako to you^ of all unexpected 
things ;— well, if I had ray choice — • — '' 
'ffae broko off> androtumed^ after a pauso^ 
**! )ike your aunt Jane^ she launches 
forth so on d^n^ and spirit, and with* 
out oatceptioa she. is the best politician 
i know ; I dare be bound for her^ the 
smioiioftbe families is all settled^ roady 
for eaoctttton> against the poor woman 
tips^ff. Lord^ how she must suffer poor 
thiqg; i wonder-~~-'' Marianne pro- 
dscod m full alop^ by turning over the 
Ibeeta. '' Why, it is a, black seal, is'nt/' 
exelaiitt^ Zelu^a. ''Now^ do'nt, my 
(fear, take suofa a suddon elevation above 
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U8 all ; do answer a jklain quettioo, 
Marianne ?" 

'' Me ! — what was it?" said MarianiM^ 
who had paid no attention to the Yoiet 
she concluded directed to Wolsej. 

" I onlj asked^ my dear^ whether I might 
congratulate you on Mrs, St. Orr^i 
death r 

'* No/' said Marianne^ distressed at thi 
malignant insinuation of joy; and awara 
a copious reply would produce a pe^ 
verse argument on the necessity of her 
exulting, if she confessed she should not 
grieve at the demise of so unkind arelatite. 
She resumed her letter^ and Zeluca also 
resumed^ '* I do think if a man was to 
ask me after I came into a fortuee, I 
should so far be able to see things as 
they are^ as to save myself from the: igno^ 
miny of being pointed out, n» suoceedi^ 
when I baited with gold. Marianne. I 
long to see how you will conduct your* 
self. 1 don't know any man who ever 
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nade an oflter^ though dou1)tleff jou 
haye had tnany^ and can judge of the 
motiyes of those who step forward now; 
and on coriunM occasions, I long to ascer- 
tain, whether you will still feel thingt 
imniaterial jon used to think so ?'' 

'^You anticipate so fast," said Wolsey, 
*' Marianne cannot read/' and he handed 
Zeluca an egg, with a look that said, it 
would be more delicate in them to occupj 
themselyes with their breakfast^ than 
with the deep interest of their guest in 
her letter. 

Zeluca took the egg, and also the re- 
proof in silence, but she did not intend 
to digest either, yet she hesitated on what 
plea so vent her ill-humour, when dif- 
coyering the egg to be too hard, she rung 
the bell yiolently; both her companions 
looked up, and the ready attendance of 
James, helped them to the explanation ; 
''Send Smyth to me directly!" said she 
to James, . '' it is her business to super- 
intend every thing, and not to suffer us to 



igitized by Google 



It0 sBraeA. 

be famished^ while she is revelinif in 
luxury ; send her instantly \" 

" My dear/* said Wolsey, looking from 
her to Marianne^ in surpriae and veza* 
tion, and yet with an inclUiationio laugh, 
^'wby> Zeluca, is it your maid's bttsi» 
nesft to boil eggs?" 

''No/' answered Zeluca, ^'it is my 
housekeeper's; but it is not J who widi 
to unite the two c^fices, Mr. Wolsey, I 
haye only made a point of tiieseeopsolida* 
tiobs, in conformiiy to f/our income ; I 
am sure it is not for any pleasure I take 
in having half an establishiKieat; -iadeed, 
that you know> because^ as you haye pro^ 
nounced a sentence of fraud against m^ 
for entrapping you to attain elevatiMi, 
you most be aware, I am suipriaed at 
having to relinquish all the comforts I 

have been used to. I '' 

James re-entered, and said, Smyth had 
only three days of her time to stay, mA 
would wish to be discharged instently, 
as the loss of her wages. 
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^^ Very well/' swl Z^diiet— ''naJamcs*' 
:-^but ilftfues^was o^ of bectrii^ and Jl(f^ 
Jiica^ on recoUe^tioa^ was^glad be w^. 
''Ye9, the may ^o/' ^he cried^ fljiqg ^ 
bet writing-de^k^ '^ I have a had m>te^ 
and when once she has it, I'll defy hir 
oaths, and magistrates, and all the Uwj 
^f England combined, to miike me ohan^ 
it; yes, she ^Afill lose her thnee 4(^ 

" Zeluca^ Zeluca,'* saiil Wollf2|y, in 
a iiM>d«^ted tone Q£r€|Mro2ia{i>ihaip)akiIj 
told ItfairiaQne rim t^ror, leat ofipq^ftiQU 
dipuU lead>her to ^^pose herself^ '' Qo4 
in heaTon,'* he muiiiii;^d to hJD^^ielf^ 
" this is M^^UonV 

.^Kelu^a barf jmt 4iJlf-a«n>wi^4p *?« 
it waajsris^rto r^tuafit; jhwt ,fhe -4HJ,it 
iftth^^ 8ji3yov|:o her,|i^rj4e;ia gUHjQAri^J* 
iflg appoint, '^.^he ifb^a't ^go,'' ^ai^i^he. 
^',iiaa>9faera right ?" i»>be ppfSMt^ .to>Wol- 
scj, *^tcll me that-^f/' jrou are, ^.lawyer 
j^M aan; after iaer infamous h^viour, 
bas^abearfght?" 

TOL. III. m 
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''Pshaw, behaviour t" returned Wol- 
lej^ '' you have taken a disgust to the 
woman. You expected to light upon t 
faithful creature, that would live for jour 
interests, and endure your whims, iu a 
total stranger, and you are necessarily 
disappointed ; let her go in God's name, 
and take another, in the understanding 
that upper servants in London, will have 
their privileges, and their perquisites, 
and their airs/' 

"They shall not with me, h^wevcr,**^ 
returned Zeluca, '' I would sooner take 
a charity girl, and turn tutoress to the 
rtfuse of a poor-house, than I will 
endure the insolence of a fine lady servant ; 
redress i$ to be bad, though you would 
rather join to insult me, and I—" 

James, again entered, to say '' Smyth 
required nothing but her wages, ^s sht 
did not intend to trouble her mistress for 
a character/' 

'' Tell her,'' said Wolsey, forestalling 
Zeluca, '' that she shall have her wages. 
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and that she does well not to claiai what 
she knows she does not deserve, and could 
not obtain — tell her her mistress does not 
choose to see her, and will send out a 
receipt for her to sign. Pay her Zeluca/' 
he continued^ as James shut the door, 
" pay her, and have done with her/' 

"Never," cried Zeluca, " no, if you 
had left it to my choice, I might; but 
you said she should be paid, and 1 shall 
leave you to the performance of your own 
eogagements/" 

" I wish you would set me the ex- 
ample/' returned WoIs«y, with a look 
and tone so emphatic, the alteration in, 
her countenance proved she felt his mean- 
ing. '^ I declare," he resumed, so ashamed 
of the consequences of a determined 
battle, that he endeavoured to bring her 
round by raillery, wretched as theexpres* 
sion of his fine eyes declared him. " I 
declare I would have had it in the mar- 
riage articles^ that you should pay the 
maidf, if I had been aware of the items 
u % 
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that might be included in the duties of t 
married man. I protest/' he proceeded, 
M^ith encreasing vexation^ as he saw Ze- 
luca immoveable^ '* I protest, I -** 

Marianne interposed at his long hesita- 
tion, " Why should not I pay her ?" she 
asked, '' If it is not your province, and 
Ae has behaved toe saucily to expect Mrs. 
Wolsey will, why should not I ?" 

'•Why, indeed, if you wilir' re- 
turned WaJsey. 

Zeluca could not bear his look of gra* 
titade ; she was gtad Marianne should 
undertake the office, because she felt 
mherwise that she must concede, if the 
woman was peranptory ; but she could 
ao( endure that Marianne should be raised 
in kis favour, she smighf,. therefore, id 
cast an odium on her in availing herself 
of her interference, " Oh!*' she cried, 
'' is this offer come at last. You, Mari- 
antie, whose trade it is to carry the olive- 
branch; you, who with peace-making 
dexterity, brought Sir Peregrine to bis 
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Bepbe^'s door, but no farther— ^yau to. 
come forward with this tardj tender of 
services. Mj dear, bow much obliged 
are you to me for letting you into family 
regulations ; I certainly do keep the key 
of the inoney-desk, and as your motto is 
' safe bind safe find/ you did very right 
in not proceeding on a broad hottom of 
benevolence^ at the risk of being left in 
the lurch by my. want of common ho- 
nesty/' 

The wariness Zeluca imputed to Mari- 
anne obliged Wolsey to feel all the hu- 
miliation of helplessness; but before bis 
indignation urged him to a demand of 
the key, he well knew, would not be volun- 
tarily surrendered, Marianne relieved him. 
— *' The truth is/' said she, '^ I have not 
five shillings in my purse, and this note,'' 
she continued, taking it out of the letter, 
'Mt is preposterous to ask Smyth to 
change it/' 

Z^luca, eagerly stretching forward, 
exclaimed, " A hundred pound note !" 
M 3 
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atid difreetly t(nt te centealtht change of 
Coudtenaiice iht was aware of. But Mari- 
anne bbserved it, and^ though she had do 
idea of the extent of Zeluca's anticipating 
alarmd^ she was well qualified to under* 
stand that a regular supply of pocket- 
monej from the Dean^ would be doubling 
the penance of Zeluca'i present system of 
retrenchment; she^ therefore^ stated thai 
her grandfather's plan of going to the 
continent was postponed^ from the amend*- 
isents of Mrs. St Orr, Whom it was judged 
right to keep under the eye of the phy- 
sician who had effected such an unex- 
pected change in her^ that she evidently 
recognised her mother and aunts. They 
had^therefore, abstained from her room^ 
and looked,, of course, to a return home, 
whither she was expected to follow them 
immediately,, for which purpose, with 
others, a £100 was forwarded. ''And/* 
concluded Marianne^ '^ my aunt Jane 
says, if it is my grandfather's last gift> I 
ought to be grateful, it is &o large an 
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6nt'* Marianne was gratefal instead, 
to her dear aont Jane, to ^hose influence 
sbe weH knew she owed it ; she bad 
longed^ almost more than she ever had, 
for any minor good, for the power of giring 
a testimonial of her regard to Zeluca on 
her marriage, and the ability had arrived 
tit the happiest point of time ; when she 
believed Zeluca's self consequence would 
be lest wounded at a present from her, com- 
ing in the shape of a gift to the little 
stranger, for whose appearance they were 
in preparation. Gratitude too, at the mo- 
ment, was Zeluca's predominant feeling ; 
the £100 she would have envied Mari- 
anne beyond description, but for the pre- 
vious apprehensions of essential pros- 
perity that reduced it on comparison to 
a very trifle, she congratulated heron re- 
ceiving, with a grace, that however of- 
fensive to Wolsey, in its .apparent ver- 
satility, ' served to conceal the most revolt- 
ing part of her character ; as he directly 
imputed her malicious tauiits to constitu- 



d by Google 



138 ZBi^ucA 

tional way wardness^ instead of the efferve- 
scence of radical envy^ that caught at 
passing trifles^ for vehicles to convey an 
injurious opinion of her most beloved 
friend. For Marianne was her most be- 
loved friend, and had a power over her 
none other possessed, insufficient as it was 
to reform her. Her society, and Zeluca 
could not feel any other females so for ten 
minutes, was always agreeable. Her 
advice was always tolerated, sometimes 
followed, often courted^ and when re- 
jected, almost always with a secret convicr 
tion, that, when Marianne gave. council, 
sht waa influenced by an abstract sense 
id right, witljout any stimulous from 
jself'interest ; Qnd withal, without any as- 
sumption of capability, which would,, in 
truth, have subverted ail her power. Had 
Zeluca> indeed, been made sensible how 
invaribly Marianne preserred in her own 
opinion, where rectitude was implicated, 
and how intuitively she herself felt re- 
duced to xsishes, instead of efibrts for 
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Marjanne's support in any coUusive plot, 
she wouJd hare seen she stood in awe of, 
and iVould have hated the independent 
character she thought a tame one, because 
she met is the petly cairib every day pro- 
duced a forbeiymice, that^ m troths de- 
graded her to a spoiled; chiU. But giving 
tl^tecedit ioihe$tAmiesion that was due 
to the firnmess of >Marianne'8 spirit, she 
nourished towards her all the a£Eection she 
wascftfable of feeling, and never failed to 
compound with her coQscience for the 
treacherous regard she was sensible of^ b; 
exultation in any trivial advantage, where 
her own self-love couid look in security to 
theeoent. Accordingly, to the good /or- 
tnne of her friend, she placed that re- 
covery of temper referable to Mrs. St^ 
Orr's compariiive recovery ; and inter- 
spersing friendly enquiries about Mrs. 
Bessaly's return to Cowerby, with the as- 
serted ifnpassibUity of parting with Ma- 
rianne, resistance to Syrath's demand, fin- 
ally subsided into a declaration that sha 
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would not worry herself or others about 
the detestible creature, whom they might 
pack oflF if they would; adding, that she 
was glad of her departure, even, though 
she should have to wait upon herself. But 
that alternative was, on reflection, so un^ 
[feasant, she regretted she had been fas- 
tidious in rejecting the numerous appli- 
cants that had tendered themselves, and 
begged Marianne to agree with any eligi- 
ble individual that might offer in her ab- 
sence, who could come without delay. 
To that Marianne willingly assented^ but 
she could not agree to protract her stay 
till Zeluca's confinement ; she longed ta 
be at home, and she truly said that her 
member would think it unkind not to at- 
tend her summons. Zeluca felt it a species 
of rebeiUon to resist her persuasions ; 
and she feared, though she knew not in 
what way, (hat Erdestone was at the bot- 
tom •f Marianne's steadiness ; after, there- 
fore, she foand sarcastic apologies for 
the seclunon in which they lived inaffec* 
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tual^ Vfiih an mccusing sigb^ she ejacu- 
lated a vTonder i^hether there was in the 
vast city in which she resided^ a young 
creature who could not command the at^ 
tendance of a beloved friend in the trying 
hour she looked forward to. Marianne 
reminded her of her mother, with a hope 
that long before that she would be recon- 
ciled to her. 

'^ My mother V repeated Zeluca, '* 4o 

you think I will ever " but she stop* 

pcd. 

While Wolsey said, " This reeoncilia- 
tion wears a more and more formidable 
appearance ; I don't promise myself to 
take an effectual step to it, till I can an* 
nounce a boy to Sir Peregrine ; but then I 
despair of nothing/' said he, cheerfully 
and kindly, seeing Zeluca's eyes filling 
with tears. '' Come. Marianac," he pur- 
sued, '' you must not desert her, I shall fed 
myself a culprit, indeed, if I have de- 
prieved her of her firmest friend." Ma- 
rianne, with sincere and eager kindness. 
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proteftted, that to &r£fom deserting ber 
at a tisie when she weH cosipcehended ite 
necessity of aceiapaiiiondbie nurse> ^slie 
would come to town agaio^ ^at thep&ridd 
di would be reeipre6alhf pleasant to them 
to be together ; and her manner denoted 
so much solicitude^ that Zeluca accepted 
the oSef, eonfessing herself satisfied if she 
would stay another month before she went 
' home. Marianne had none of the vanity 
and fiEttnageitient that couLd turn the so- 
licitations of friends, on such occasions^ .to 
the purpose 6f encneasiDg 'her ootisa* 
•quenoe; she «faou(d tiot siak in JUadj 
Naglefort's opinion, by remaining to en- 
counter «Erdestone, as he would, in all 
iprobability, be longer than tlistt with his 
father, whose illoess had ended ki «a^to* 
dioiis fit of the^gout ; so she dinectly gave 
assent, and Wolsey chirging hiafatr com- 
pan ions with maliiDg Imn ^plaiy tmaAt 
from business, utteted this thanks ^nad 
adieu, with the pkasant^ but 9?are>aatifi^ 
palion €if meeting at dinMr, without dis- 
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^cqrd or griw^uxc^ io grept JUm- 1^ 

j:fi<:€mect(ed that it wAS WaUey who h^t 

repdcr^d ^r« request effectp^ i^kh M^ 

riajone; and thou^h^ at the ti^f^ she 

h»d felt herself the p,riniary ohjept witli 

them hoth^ reflection engendered suspi- 

cjon taificards ^ch^ a^nd she \)X^\^ a Ipfi^ 

silence, to ^aj MVWJO^ mWft, gtn ^o ^- 

cojwt^ fiw^gejt h^r epg^egcv^, as, if j]w 

dicid Ml obUd'h^d^ <iher^ would b^^o i;m» 

omre ^mirably fitted for a ^^^cmd i^ 

Wokey. But Mariwne's M^J^ectim^ 

vj^ie of tpo ,ifir io«|i a ca«t to be piftiie4 

iate ipdigwition at thte c#a/;?(Ctei!ift]|p 

tareaw : it vas tr^ue ti^ ^^li^sff^w^ 

it« wijy?Alitj, tb^ ny{JtW€IM^ ^ bfl«? 

de^ypxtfic ^etf-will^ aJ9d ^r ^cr^jog 

Wrakbip^ wbe;<^ cooipotHUxi .wa^ b^c^im^ 

iQdefeosible^ k^A a sl;roi^ t^^idqa^xy jM^ 

v^Q^^n affection. But vi^ben Mari^po 

p^ced OQ (he other side the m^ny v^ 

ref^^hle proofs pf right fi^^ii^s, .that 

might have been wro^ght \^ »i^ight 

VOL. III. w 
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principles; and recollect^ what murt 
be the native strength^ and origiualitj of 
mind^ that had brought her out of her 
mother's hands^ something far above the 
heartless^ corrupt^ callous, fa:shioni8t^ not^ 
withstanding her potent failings ; it was 
on Mrs. Delvayne that indignation na- 
turally rested ; an indignation that was 
most just; for while politeness was the 
highest virtue Mrs. Delvayne could 
make pretension to^ the example of her 
life seemed to prove that it was only 
when religion and morality regulated 
a constitutional self-command and desire 
of pleasing that it could be entitled to that 
praise. Early associatiops andyouthful in- 
timacy added greats though imperceptible 
weight, to the pleadings of Marianne'a 
candour and pity for her erring friend — and 
affection though often checked and of- 
fended was never subdued; for Wol- 
sey too she felt all a sister's anxiety 
and solicitude^ nor could she anticipate 
sew conflicts for his generous nature. 
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without stoking all offence to herself in 
her enjdeavours to bring Zeluca ac- 
quainted with her great and repeated 
failures; and with the sincerest tender- 
ness and regret^ she pointed out the proofg 
of Wolsc^'ii waning patience^ and com- 
mented on the erring habits that parti^^ 
cularly probed it. Zeluca forgot to be 
resentful at truths it was so evidently 
painful to display ; and^ at her admitted 
capability to maintain her empire in. 
Wolsey's heart jealousy was dormant r 
and a tender recurrence to his merits^ 
his person^ and endearing recollections^ 
distanced for the time being the base 
ambition of coveting other hearts^ and. 
supplauting the legitimate hopes of those; 
who ought no longer to have been rivals.^ 
And a long and interesting conversation 
ended without her charging her own 
failures on Marianne^ though Mari- 
fione would not let her fix tbem on 
Wolsey^ and with regret at having an 
engagement with Miss Cassilis^ when she. 
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was unfitted for music^ and the fallal of 
unindeared intercourse. Music^ indeed^ 
ZelMfl'6 cotifcience told her^ had Ihile 
part in the engagement ; she bad merelj 
made a plea of it, to procure an inter- 
view without Marianne, with an intention 
to give such hints to the inexperienced 
novice as might qualify her to be a 
competitor with Marianne for Erdestone's 
heart; or, if Louisa already stood first 
in bis^ favour, Zeluca believed she could 
gain such insight into the sources of her 
cAptivating powers as would give ability 
to play the same game against her to 
itienate him. But whether self-reproach, 
1^ a eombination of feelitigs induced her 
16 Wish to send an excuse to ber expecting 
ftrentl, Marianne overruled her proposal, 
by repiresentitig that tbe ajipoiAtment wal 
her own, and that Mits^ Cassilis would 
doubtlessly be hurt M the apparent ca- 
price ; and ZeluetL was ready ^tjuippw!, 
and ^attin^, Vben a Youd rap dt tht) 
door, n^ade her ste|) back agail^ infd the 
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room^ with no expectation^ however^ of 
being prevented^ for her almost uniyersal 
order was to be out, to the few whose ac- 
quaintance it was absolutelj indispensable 
to keep up ; she was^ therefore^ surprized 
when the door was thrown open^ and 
Mr. and Mrs. Bessalj announced ; who^ 
though Marianne's visitors^ she politely 
stayed to welcome. 
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^^ *Tis great delight to laugh at some Men^s way 9^ 
But a much greater to give Merit praise J*^ 

Duke OF BucKiNGBAm. 



X HOUGia Mr. Bessaly was Marianne's 
uncle^ since her father's deaths no further 
intercourse had passed between him and his 
sister-in-law^ than an annual turkey from 
her^ repaid by his letter of thanks. Within 
a few months after his brother^s deaths 
he had married a young wife; and she^ 
though now verging on the down-hill of 
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lile^ b^ <^Ofitifiued t^ look xrp to, with ib^ 
origiQ&l idolstry tlnrt be thought ber 
cbarmi rendered inteUigible to ail wbd 
came witbiii their influence. Mrs. Bei* 
saly was a vain, underbred, uneducated 
woman ; but a match that had saved her 
from earning her dwn bread, was an ele- 
vation that encouraged a natural bias to 
soar ; and catching tb^ mania of the day, 
ibe lay in wait for opportunities to launch 
a classical phrase, or technical term, she 
first lay in wait to catch up ; and theti 
concealed her ignorance under a reserve 
it required no little acuteness to pass off 
as pride, or caprice, or modesty, accord^ 
iiig to her company. Jane St. Orr's 
letter directed Marianne to make a mora- 
iflg visit to her uncle ; and as Marianne 
had never seen him since she was six years 
old, and his wife not at all, she anticipated 
Zeluca's reluctance to a visit into the city, 
without expecting to derive any commen- 
surate pleasure; and was glad that her^ 
uoele^ by whatever me&ns he had heard of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



140 ZEtVCA. 

ber being in town, bad forestalled ber in^ 
teption. Sl^ was also glad and grateful 
tbat Zeluca^ instead of being discomposed 
at the interruption, and treating tbeni 
with repelling stateliness, or satirical con- 
descension, remained to .make herself 
tboroughly agreeable; but aft^r a few 
minutes she was forced to disclaim the 
ihe compliment she had taken to herself 
from Zeluca's deportment; for she saw 
tbacT her visitors were felt to be very 
amusing, and that the attention both ex- 
hibited was most acceptable. The pithy 
conciseness and vigilant eye of Mrs. Bes- 
saly shewed she was taking pattern of 
a superior ; and though Mr. Bessaly was 
a married man of fifty-five, who, from 
his habits and associates, it was fair to 
class among the vulgar ; yet his transition 
from ' My wift's ideas,' and ' My wife's 
talents,' to ' What do you say ma'am,' and 
' You are one of those females whose opi- 
nions 1 take — eh ?" bespoke so much ad- 
miration, that Zeluca's just excited sensi- 



d by Google 



assLucA. 141 

bilitj et^por^fcd in the delight of raiftiDg 
the jealoasy, even of his wife. At Mrs. 
Bessalj's early motion to depart on the plea 
of detaining her, Zelut^a threw off her 
bat with aiv assertion that she coqld not 
experience a greater pleasure than being 
detaimsd by them ; while, directing all her 
conversation to him, she frt length pro- 
duced proof that she had completely 
charmed hiitt out of his intention of bring- 
ing his pretending wife i»1o the foreground. 
Mrs. BessBly had no recourse but to ad- 
dress herself to Marianne; but having a 
negatiire to her two first questions, whether 
she drew or piayed, she bestowed on her 
such a look, as expresses the surprise of 
the MCMiplisfaed, on tbe means the un- 
talented hare of filling up tbek time, and 
sari£ ttAo silence that lasted long enough 
to prove Her contemj^ ; and was then suc- 
ceeded by a few condescending knecdotes 
relating to tbe Munders of those who had 
misappTebeti«Aed tbe sid^eats of her draxG' 
ing^ ; with accidents, by wbkh ihe had 
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been deprived so provokingly of pieces of 
music friends were collected to hear^ that 
sfae had resolved never to plaj in public 
a^ain^ looking towards Zeluca, with an 
assertion^ that such performances required 
so much courage she was happy to ^ay, 
she had often failed in her attempts Bihw^ii, 
content to make amends by the capability 
that did not desert her^ when she only 
aimed at amusing her husband. And 
rising as she saw Zeluca's eye directed to 
the harp, by a question from Mr. Bessaly^ 
she said, with an air as peremptory as her 
tone was mincing, '' My dear, we are keep- 
ing Mrs. Wolsey at home^ and at the same 
time breaking an appointment of some 
moment to me, using the word in its in- 
ferential sense/* 

" God ! very true, my dear/' «aid he^ 
rising with a start that proved he was 
aware he had been guilty of an omission ia 
duty, that deserved the impending lecture, 
'' My wife, ma'anti,'' he added, with a 
jog of Zeluca's elbow^ ^'attends the Royal 
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institution whenever I can get up so far ; 
mnd we got out a little early to-daj^ to take 
jouin our waj, and my niece; God, its 
a long while since I've seen Marianne^ 
she's grown a fine girl — very accom^ 
plished— eh ?'' 

Marianne saved Zeluea the aukward- 
ness of a negative, by volunteering one, 
and then proceeded to deliver a courteous 
message from her mother. 

But he stopped her in the middle, — ^,'^0 
God, aye, that's all well — we're always very 
good friends, though we've never met 
since your father's death — I married just 
at that lime — eh ? And a wife engrosses a 
man — eh ? But as you're staying with a re- 
lation at the west end,'* he added, in a 
whisper, '^ there's no harm in making a 
genteel acquaintance — eh ? God, that will 
do neither you nor me any harm," said he« 
aloud. — " But ma'am," he resumed to Zt* 
luca^ '^ our intention (ray wife's and mine) 
wai to ask you to take a bit of dinner 
with us citizens next week, wiihout cer#. 
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xnopy — we're, tot T^erj u^euLf ^UUiwf, b»t 
wheD mifids mit-^^h ? I tell my wife more 
tbao km i« wbsit she finds «o^me iQirat mle 
characters Amd-^G^d> you twig in^-^h i 
a touch of Shakespear that — eh ? aje, ^je, 
I«ee we should hit it off. Then we shall see 
you ; we've a very superior n^au — eh ? — 
my dear ?" ("Quite a nandescript/') said 
Mrs. Bessaly^ in a parenthesis^ and be 
continued^ — " A oian of fi^rst i;^te taJen^^ 
courted in the v^ry first circles, as I he^ ; 
and I thought bis paying us the complji- 
ment of dining with i^^ would n^ke it. a 
pleasant day to Mr. Wolsey ; so ma'^m^ 
if you will give my compliments^ to Mr. 
Wolsey, and %txy our bit of dinner will be 
ready at six o'clock. No. 93, Qa^riUk 
Hill ; that will suit you — ^h ?" s^ |^ 
jogging Zeluca ; she bowed—*' aye^.tjbi^e 
the city and the court meet, .six <^'Cflopk> 
or half-past; seven, perhaps— weli^ ^^iW 
m^'^un, we sb^iU be bappy to ,s^ you i^ 
the lawyer, and," be ^ded, "you t^MV 
Mar i^Q^/' TbM mal^iug ]»i»^i^us m^Bt 
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e«r4iaHy. '' Remember six^'' said he. 
" Jiemcmber twehe — eh. ? Ah ! you don't 
recollect Mr^. Gibber — Mrs. Siddons was 
a rip rto her — about what Kean is to Gar- 
riokj ma^am !" said he, >steppi[}g back to 
enforce the preposterousness af the com- 
parison by a squeeze, a , look, and a con- 
temptuous laugh. *' Well, remember 
-six/' iilBd minglii^, *' Good morrow/' 
^nd, '^ remember six," and, *' remembar 
twelve,'' and, ''lSI3, Garliok Hill,'' and/ 
''Mrs.JCibber," «aid, ".Kean," and ^'Gar- 
rick," and '' we ne'er shall look uj^on his 
like .9gitu]," w4tb geaticulatians of the 
rooit4»umiUed yivacHj, and ^ighs of re- 
collected delight,.hadf;parted with ^'Gar- 
rick/' last ^pon his lips, ^^'we ne'er shall 
look JUffon liis like ^gaio." 
. '^'NeV'er," explained Zeluca, as she 
returned from watching his exit, "I 
Jiever beheld the perfection of odditj be- 
fore, >aud I never expect it again. My 
dear," she exclaimed in an estacy— " Did 
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you ever see such a model ? — bis wife ex- 
hibits nothing but fine ladyism, grounded 
on vulgarity^ but he is a combination of 
every thing that is comic ; — James took 
him for Matthews or Munden^ or some 
of that tribu ; I'll swear he scarcely 
could contain his mirth. But the last 
shake of the hand. O, my arm ! O, that 
the beneficient Alexander should ever 
have authorised this dislocating shake! 
And Mrs. Cibber too of all defuncts — why^ 
I thought she was really coeval with Ma- 
thusalem ?'- 

Marianne said that her father had been 
very fond of the drama^ and she had 
often heard her mother mention his praises 
of Mrs. Cibber, "But/* pursued she, 
'' that is no inducement to you or I '' 

Zeluea would not let her proceed, '' I 
know what you are going to say/' sh« 
cried, ^' but I would not but dine in Gar* 
lick Hill for any thing in the world you 
could offer me; and there did I leeyott 
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iCfewing up, and trying to edge in* an 
excuse as if the invite (did you observe 
Aer) was to you." 

Marianne admitted that had been her 
intention, conceiving Zeluca accepted 
the invitation in compliment to her, who^ 
ever it was intended to compliment ; she 
was consequently anxious io decline it 
by any polite avoidance, as she knew her 
mother felt herself so little indebted to 
Mr. Bessaly, that she did not wish to 
break through the habits of mere ac^ 
quaintance he had fallen into on his 
brother's death. 

*' My dear," cried Zeluca, " I woiild 
not forego a scene at his house for all 
wishes, polite and iinpolite, you could 
lummons to disappoint me ! Oh, I think 
to see her jealous a la Garlick Hill, and 
to see him stand it out, a la Garrick, must 
be inimitable ! The man has given me a 
taste for theatricals ; 1 never thought of a 
play but for a flirtation, and now 1 am be*^ 
o % 
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ginning to recollect what I kave feeir, m 
well as done at ont/* 

*' I confess I prefer a scene 00 tli# 
Biage," said Marianne^ (sorfj tn^ see bow 
lightly Zeluca could sacrifice the feeling 
e€ others to ber own idle pkasiire) '' to 
jour anticipated scenes at GaoAwk HMy 
where I think yo«i will be diBaf»p«i»ted ; 
fer I make no dou^t you; ha^ve der^vedl 
firom my uncle alt the amuMmeot yo«» 
will derire ; you was struck wi*b seeing a 
natural oddity, but there are so many 
points q4 attraction in tlie addiHe^ ^ 
fashion that are wanting to Mr. BessaVy, 
in interesting an elegant tooman, that I 
think you will find yoor ut^of eseeo suv* 
prise has given yoa all the pleasure yon 
me capable of deriving iVom hire ; and i 
do aasiire you I know my whole iumily 
would rather wish i did not make the 
visit/' • 

"No, no, no^" cried Zeluea, ''go I 
muat — come I nust have the ineffable 
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little cJd phrase-monger quite pat for 
Wolsey/' and she went through Mr. Bes* 
sale's e^erj characteristic ; his style of dic« 
tion^ with his jirks^ his^ gesticulations; 
and his perpetual recourse to his elbow, 
bringing in Mrs. Bessalj's quaint and \o* 
CDnic nothings^ uttered with the vexed, 
inferiority that endeavoured to bide mor^ 
tification under consequential reserve; 
and gave the imitation to such a nicety^ that 
Marianne, in answer to her demand for a 
hint, where she failed, assured her she 
was perfect^ and need not by farther t^- 
hearsal make additional encroachments 
en music, and Miss Cassilis' patience; 
Zeluca flew to the bell, with an exclama-^ 
tion, that but for her she shouM have 
forgot the Missakin in to to ; and she 
hastened away with an injunction to Ma- 
rianne to sit down to dinner without her, 
if she was not back in time. Marianne 
found so much occupation during the 
morning, that, till Wolsey arrived, she 
was not aware be was half-an-hour behind 
o 3 
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the diDiicr-hour; they waited still anoUier 
half-hour^ and tbeo^ la obedience to Ze- 
vltica^ sat dovfn to the table^ conceiriog 
•he was prevailed on to staj with Mrs. 
Malthus; and^ though that was not tte 
case^ when she did arrive to ' an almost 
dismissed dinner^ her charming smiles 
and brilliant animation disclaimed offence* 
She related^ in the highest spirits, her 
good fortune in having met Gallrani at 
Miss Cassilis'^ and looking at Wolsej, 
•aid^ when Erdestone came back thej 
must have some musical parties; only to 
themselves she was content to give up 
every tfaing but the actual enjoyment of 
music ; and when Wolsey nodded coinci- 
dence and approbation, she pursued, ^'I 
was going to (ell you Galliani deigned to 
accompany me, but what was a .worse de- 
gradation, be wsis forced to deign to apo- 
logise for MissCassilis being out of time; 
he saw I was aware of it^ and there was no 
help but to to — in fact there was no- 
thing to be done« but to endeavour to 
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eonoml from tae U^t 1 vm9i the be^ 

" But ttet they were not equal to/' gaW 
Wolsey, archly, yet Marianne thought 
with a slight mixture of reproach ^t the 
exultation^ l^e would rather she hs^U becjn 
indebt^^ to. a nobfer motive for inspiring. 
ButZeiuca did not «p understand bim» she. 
continued to say that she found Mis^Cas-^ 
silis was considered one of his famous 
scholars, '^ And (/' said she, '' had no 
idea of ber capability, well supported ; 
but my comfort is, after all, tbat Erdestone 
knows tbumpiog- tlie keys bard is not the 
best style of playing* 1 must practisi^ 
Moeart> but let ber choose her composer, 
aod if Erdestone gives it again$t me, I 
shall say be is in love/' 

" Nevertheless, he might give it agamst 
her, and yet be in love,'* said Wolsey ; Ze* 
bica looked disturbed, " 1 — do you think — 
why — " but she broke oflf as if 



-secure 



Of aU that she could do, or coald endure/' 
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And concluded, '' Well, time will shew f 
And now for the Bessaljr'g— :-jou have told 
Wolsey we are to dine there Marianne ?" 
Marianne had simply lold him of their 
visit and invitation; and she prevented 
Zelnca's being more explicit, by apprizing^ 
her that so desirable a servant had offered^ 
in her absence, that no doubt could arise 
but from her youth ; therefore, she was 
to come in the evening with an under* 
standing that she was to remain, unless 
Zeluca thought her age objectionable. 
Zeluca hated old things creeping about 
her, and made no objection to twenty ; and 
when she had satisfactory answers as ta 
character, and to all particulars, and learnt 
that she was able to come directly, because 
she declined accompanying her mistress ta 
the continent ; the only vexation was, that 
Marianne should have risked the Abigail's, 
engageing herself elsewhere, by leaving" 
her in doubt. 

'' Oh, her anxiety to come, does away 
that apprehension,'* said Marianne, ''and 
when she saw my surprise at her eagerness 
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to overcome. aU obsitacles, she fuUy ex- 
plained it; she told me thai she lived with. 
yoiM hfilore y^\k Qwm to Sj^ire^ aad tha4 
wh€^ Mfis. Dblvayne pajied wilb her, yfm 
said she should coe^e to y9« \3«he.Beiser jon 
bjEid Et h^use of your own);. ao4 these cic* 
cumstaiRC^^ with iba evident ai^ttQn she 
bears you, made me instantly uec^jjis^ 
tb& favo««ite play-feUow I haw so often 
heard y W4 in^jaiio^." 

Before Wolse3f eonld eon gratalaie Ke- 
Imsk on ain ^jpoeahle suspirise, both he m^ 
"Mst^m^im ¥re«e gtvuek by the sudden* 
change m b^f cpunten^oce, aa she sarcas- 
t4callj» ejiclaiflpied, " So this Ab%ail Phoe- 
. i|ix is Stwan Hajrnieii 1" And she coa- 
tinned jog;g^ng her ^t » tis«ah when her 
disturbance was from a cause she did uot 
choose to meiHion ; till at last, she asked 
Maorianne if her supersiipeFfine ntoti^ns of 
integrity were aaeh as to hold a promise 
made to a chwity girl in infancy binding. 
MamiH^e simply said, no; but her f«e at 
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well as Wolgey's expressed curio9i(y^ 
added to surprise^ on the possible cause of 
repugnance to an individual they had 
both thought must be inevitably welcome ; 
they both, however, after a pause, ob- 
served that Zeluca had the option of dis;* 
missing Susan without any breach oT 
agreement. 

*'I hope,'' said Zeluca, ''I am bright 
enough to have discovered that, or a discus* 
. sion, whose length would not have dis- 
graced the choice of a prime minister^ 
would have been to very little purpose : 
I know I can refuse, after Marianne has 
accepted her, and, of course, leave my 
reputation at the mercy of her malignity ; 
and Marianne's to be ext(^ed to the 
skies/* 

" Make her some recompence if you 
dislike to take her," said Wolsey, only 
deterred by Zeluca's humour from enquir* 
ing the source of such an unforeseen dislike, 
^^ it is but justice for her disappointment. 



d by Google 



tELVCk. 155 

though I think you may be perfectly easy 
. that your fame is not within reach of the 
attacks of her malignity." 

But Zeluca felt otherwise, and recurr- 
ed to the wound she had inflicted on the 
arm of Susan, when they were children to- 
gether, with an irksome sensation that 
other offences, however transcendent, 
never produced. The opprobrium of the 
act had sunk deep in her mind from the 
systematic pains Mrs. Delvayne had taken 
to instruct her unwary frankness in the 
possible detriment of leaving it in the 
power ofa menial to impugn her; and 
classing the falsehood and manceuvre with 
which Miss Marlowe and Susan had been 
rendered the victims of her fault, at co-es- 
sential with it, the sense of shame was 
accompanied with an innate, though inde^ 
finable consciousness that from thence she 
might date the perverted integrity that 
marked her conduct through life, and ac^ 
counted for the latent repugnance to her 
mother that took rise with it. Though she 
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wa&secretas tiie^rave on her child rsh ftaGas 
with Sttsan^ she had often, in their early 
acquaintance^ expreased to Marianne un- 
qualified disg^ust at the avowed Canse of 
Mrs. Delvayne's dismissing her; yet sincere 
«s was h«r disgust to her mother, that 
mother's ideas had taken such deep root, 
thdt she looked upon Susan as the mort 
fofjnidable object she could tmre encoun- 
iei^ed. Instead of reflecting that a ;grate* 
ful girl would look to the childhood «pent 
"with her, as the happy holiday of a kbori- 
tins life, and sink transient caprice ^nd 
{Mission in the remembrance of benefltsand 
iundness, she placed the transaction only 
in the light Mrs. Delvayne bad thought 
it for her advantage to place it; imd^ 
"wbilesi^ could have looked Marianne into 
nothing for; re«ervi«g to her an option -sbe 
did not dare avail herself of, kst Susan 
i^KHild in rev^age publish her ^elin- 
ijvency, the tbougiits of a menial haviii^ 
tt tie over her that mirst produce, presuoip- 
ti(»i, when she looked for nothing short ^f 
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^entiuent iowards the guiiticas; girt, eij^ 

proachin^ ta hatced^ which was* still 

farther aicreaaed hyijtienec^miyQfyiHd'' 

ingSLffoint; for acr strongly Imd the Aread 

cf. exposure soak in her miifd; thM she 

felt mider the moessity af deciding 

to tftkei bet ; and was so anxious to 

dispredit the idea of arty- secret repug- ^^ 

nmiKei, thai she accounted for the ijisturb^ 

aace she soon became sensiferle she ha^: ex^ 

hibited, by saying; thtt tteoiagb site was 

too aiodous t^ bavea^giirPi^jfe^^ofced upon 

with ^a> sort irf »»ffectli)rH to th infc ol^rejeef- 

inghsTi yet liy rtft^it»pertw<*rt4fe of ailtia- 

ing to the girlish^ fiirtiJliirity between 

them, itwas^ e<v»tdetft it^ would be a most 

toiUoNM' du<y» to keiBp^ hen* under. %€- 

lueit> natural prtdfe gavfe eoloort^Wr ih* 

direofi €Sf»lffn&tien, and fbe answers of 

both Wolsey and* Marifrnfco prdred sRe 

Ifad'iniikd them; she; the<*^re, JLndici- 

011 sly steered -widfe of a t^eplytd- their ex* 

eul^ation ofS^san; and gave ^ent t^ her 

vol.. III. r 
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acrimony on a distinct subject. With 
every tpken of discontent, and of such ac- 
cusation against Marianne as looks could 
convey, she told Wolsey they mu$t dine in 
the City next vi^eek, unless he could fa- 
britate an excuse. Knowing the visit to 
be to Marianne's uncle, Wolsey concluded 
the invitation had been accepted in con- 
sideration to her, and he directly said, he 
had had such dinners in the City as a man 
might be deemed non-compos iot fabri- 
catii\g an excuse to avoid. 

" That is your idea, I can conceive,'' 
said Zeluca, '' for the consequences of 
jumbling in a hackney-coach to Wappin^* 
cannot be fatal ioyou*' 

" My dear girl/' returned he, " how 
you talk ; fatal ! Surely such exercise at 

present " He broke off *' I will 

speak to Harwood ; v\rc will job a carriage 
of some kind, and " 

Zeluca interrupted him, /'No; there 
I will have my way, though I have put it 
inyour's and Marianne's power to say I 
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haye trepanned jou into a marriage, I will 
Dot qualify you to inform your detestable 
aunt I have obliged you to sell your own 
horses^, and run you in debt for mine." 

''I prdtcst/* cried Wolsey, starting 
fcoTQ his seat, ^'this is a life I cannot' 

endure; I *' but there he stopped^ 

and Zcluca affecting an air of composure, 
availed herself of his pause, — "^ I often 
think, Marianne,'' said she, " if you^ 
inrould but stand our friend, how happy 
jou would make that life Wolsey cannot 
endure, for I believe his patience is thus 
tried, because I say I don't like hackney 
coaches. All the world will allow that 
18 a very preposterous assertion ; but if, 
as you can command Sir Peregrine's, you 
vould order it to take you up as well as 
set you down at our door, I would then 
be silent about my opinion^ which I am 
aware^ as an obsequious wife, I ought 
to alter, though 1 declare \carCt'* 

Marianne from her earliest intercourse 
with Zeluca, had availed herself of ifaa 
p3 
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maxim of a favourite auiboress, /^ Never 
to oippose jreasoQ to ilMiumour." Sfae vf^, 
however, ^ell aware/ that though '^ c^lm< 
ncss of miud is excdil&at, when it is the 
result of tivBti esergj^ vwhiehniakeB 'lii 
support ^ur own troubles, yet ihnt it m 
noditog mcHre than a dmiiiihM-9t\6Aiaem, 
yrhtn it arises from indifference to thorn 
of others ;" iiistead^ therefore/of 'bavkig 
moourse to silence, which iihe cotiiidereA 
provocation under the io«i«ou6"dfi8goi8e 
of meekneet^ she ptssed oveC Zehica% 
sneer, to say. she joiBed:heartity vrith hct 
m wishing Mr. Wohe^ 'wwuid isle ^r*' 
suaded io sendmn excuse t# Mt. and'Abv. 
Besi^lif,: os.his pre^cscioml occupatwh 
afforded a faif ose^ and*-*^^-^ 

But there Zelatca iuierrt^ted her^ '' Ob^ 
I make no doubt 3POU can permade Mr. 
Wokey, though I, you6ee/ean*t;*pcrhapa 
you would rather try your influence ^t/eme 
with him ? i am off at th^ sligfatest^iut; 
only when \^ou aod he have settled It, let 
me know wfaelber I am to go or stay. 
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'* Go, by the great God ! vociferated 
Wolsey^ and seizing a paper case^ he wrote 
a note of acceptance^ as ciril and definitive^ 
as he concluded Zeluca had been stately 
and temporizings and ringing, sent it off 
directly. Zeluca was as pale as death. 
Marianne believed as much from fear as 
anger; and her own apprehensions en- 
creased^ lest feelings she was little in the 
habit of suppressing should have dan- 
gerous consequences in her immediate 
situation; but she hoped the recollection 
would occur to Wolsey, add that he would 
think amends due for carrying a pointy 
Marianne felt it was lucky on!t/ in ap- 
pearance, against her wishes, and she took 
up a newspaper^ witha remark thattended 
to pass the matter off. But Zeluca's 
spirit had by that time surmounted the 
shock to her nerves^ and she was antious 
to do away the degradation of having ap- 
peared subdued ; she burst into a laugb 
so hjfstericat, amidst its pretence- of in- 
solcut decision^ that it cooled 'Wolscy'i 
p 3 
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pasiioti^ aod lier esuoied (emperateljr^ ^ You 
migbl; laugh fnd win too, if jou would be 
coirtent tQ t\jk\e^ot(Kto nomine, 1 am not 
an unp#r8vta4abje: or 9^ $u\hn brutes I 
should often be as content in adopting y6ur 
will as dictating to i^^ but I t^Il yim de* 
cidedlj I will, not be held in subjection 
bjyour arbitrs^ry tenacious idsoleuce/' 

'' But hqw can I rule motoUa nomine," 
said Zqlu(;a» '"^ till I understand Latin; 
Now if you had married such a superior 
character as Miss Enicotts^ so truly 
niatchali)le with youy you might have as- 
tonished, mankind^ by a matrimonial /racai» 
in the dead languages ; I can only answer 
you in plain £nglisb> that I am not to^ 
be bullied by a man who swears by the 
great Gpd^ in a voic^e of thunder^ because 
he is in a terrible puzzle, whether ot na 
he is rukd by a wife^ who asks him t6 
give up a visit he detests." 

'' I teUyov what Zeluca," said Wolscy. 

•'What you may as well not tellnrtJ, I 
dare sBy/' ipterrupted 2^uoa> ^'bot I 
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Will tell ^U, thtt^ if I do not Whe io ^ 
and quit the City squad, aot all the power 
you poMCfis, put into ymir best Latin 
»faall make me. You do iiot kitow me^ if 
jou tbink I am to be frightened/' she con- 
tinued, changing her aggravating tone of 
derision, to one that proved she experienced 
as much disturbance as she hoped to 
commuBtcate; ^^ you think I have no 
s^ttleiaent, and that I am ia your povrer^ 
bttt " 

'' Wolsey stopped - her, for his noble 
nature dreatded to be suspected of pre*' 
suming on a circumstance, a meaner many 
without being Dfu:an, might have rendered 
conducive to retaining authority — ^he 
stopped her with the air of defending him-» 
selt^ '' You accuse me most falsely,'' said 
he ; ^' the moment 1 hav« it in my power^ 
whether we are together, or parted — *' 

^' Parted!" echoed Marianne, unconsci* 
aus in her di!^mayx)f the abruptness of 
her intefference. '' Parted 1 oh Mr. Wol- 
•cy — Zeluca^ my dear girl> you have been 



d by Google 



164 EEure&. 

wrong in this basinets^ indeed you ba?e; 
and I have been wrong too^ to have al- 
lowed this engagement to take place; 
throw the blan^e on me then as I deserve 
— do any thing but oblige me to feel I am 
the cause of dtssention between you." 

Wolsey walked to the window, and Zc^ 
luca leant her head on her hand to hide 
a tear she could'nt disperse ; Marianne 
saw it^ and was encouraged to hope per- 
fect reconciliation ; she opened her lips 
to supplicate Zeluca, when Wolsey ex- 
claimed^ " Here is Erdcstone's man, and 
come express !" The humiliation of con- 
eesslon was averted by the occurrence; b\\ 
parties seized it^ to enter into a general 
communication of conjecture and surprize^ 
which they concluded would be fJuallj 
put an end to by the packet that was pre- 
sently delivered to Wolsey. The enclo- 
sure contained several letters to be for- 
warded, aud two to Wolsey; the first h« 
opened, stated that Lord de Worde's gout 
had settled in the stoaiaeh> and that he 
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w«} 01 dai^m*; the aecond, written air 
boucafter^ cofamvinicfiitedhisdeathj witb 
tbe addition^ that JS^rd^^tape would be in 
town, as soon as th^ la^t ceremony woa 
per^riBed. It'aW deputed Wolaeyto leek^ 
for fiotf^ papers in tbe ii^use in towd fik**^ 
destoae-faid beAbould eitebJish himuAdn, 
iboftgk it k^^.iOMcely been iebabked £ob 
^ Igsi ten yea? i ; mad ike comtnissic^ 
vm$ evidently gif en, ip tntroduce a ten 
^uest t# Wols«f and. Zeluca, to fi& th^m 
selves in it as a temporary boiaei. ^' Thtii 
ia ialt#ge4lfec wi€yipe€4e4" said Wolsjety, as 
beiaiid 49wi tbfi lefttei^ witb tlw teti^w 
iies9, ^at in iesejf^g «ii^ds always altetidf 
tbe na4ifi<¥i(iian of <le«^, bon^avl^r fremoto 
fipooi grief the tranaie•t^a^patb^ ; " Lord 
de W«rde, bud ereiy syaptom of Jiv^in^ 
to an extireolie «Id Age/' ZelucA asked 
what he bad left; Wolsey knew not, but 
said, he ipuat be very rtcfa, as he had been 
a mi^r io e?ery thing but bkmllowance 
to bis 80u^ ^o whom be could not be ^ 
•eriofw )^s> a* he waa also Tery much of 
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a misaBtrophist^ and un^eial in all iiie 
kabiis of his life. Wolsey then read o?er 
the commissions he vras deputed to, and 
made some memorandums^ repeating* 
aloud-^'' Succeed!^ hy bisonlysoH, Fre- 
derick John, now Baron de Worde ; it 
is very singular that Erdestone (I must set 
the example though, and saj Lord de 
Worde) that Lord de Worde has not a 
relation I beliete in the world ; the tttit 
has descended from only son to only sou^ 
for five generations," 

''And will stop here altogether, I sus- 
pect/' said Zeluca, '' for I think h^ 
lordship has not very marrying inclina- 
tions, not Urong enough to 9urmowU thd 
fear of being taken in ; but I suppose 
Miss Cassilis is not of my opini0n> and she 
ha^ a brtter chance than any body ?" Ze- 
luca looked from Wolsey, to Marianne^ 
hut she had no answer fromeither ; Wols^ 
heeded her not, . and Marianne had again 
taken up the paper, on which her eyes 
were irremoveably fixed. Wolsey at last 
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broke rilcncc. "The preseBt Lord de 
Worde/' said he, '' h not ^ miser, however^ 
deservedly the stigma attached to the late 
lord^ nor is his lip deep friendship ; 1 have 
no* scruple^ Zeluca, of accepting his offer !** 

Zeluca had been deep tn thought too, 
and it rendered her prompt in answering^ 
" It will be an admirable plan for Mari- 
«nne^ only I hope I shall not be marked 
out as a man'inipp^r for mj friend as well 
as myself ; I shall be very happy to per- 
form the duty^ ^Vahri, but 1 hav'nt found 
the odium ]so pleasant in the one instance^ 
that I would court it in the other/' Ma* 
riaone internally reproached Zeluca for 
ibat transition from Miss Cassilis to her, 
that tended to raise doubts, she was more 
than ever bound to suppress. 

Wolsey said, in a tdne of calm reproach^ 
•^■^^^ Marianne ! it is not Marianne who ap* 
prebends falal effects from such incon- 
Teni^nt equipages, as my finances alone 
enable roe with prudence to offer her ! 
From su^h dangers you may now be re^ 
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movedj and I repeal sirch it ibc^natlrtta^ 
De Worde*8 frtendahtp, I shall feel no 
degradation ia accepting what letteema 
simple aei of ceui4es}% looking tbrwaitl 
«8 I do to prospeota that muk brighten." 

^ I did not* say any Ihing abotii- dafh 
ger," observed Zeluca. 

*' You said you apprebendt^/o/ftZ ef- 
fects from tlie jumbling #0 a. hacikoej 
cxiai^b/' returned be impatieiitiy« 

'' I don't remember that 1 said ai^ sfich 

" D«'t you — short meinories are im* 
tural to those wlio th«ow^ their ill* hmneur 
upoi^ fabricated eauscs/ WbM^H^f&rgets 
yfkM they baye said, aiiddOoe> add Jieftfd; 
yirti^Uly admits aa oppenenl's^ allega* 
tion." 

"You/* cried Zeliicay fitting up, 
*' must be capable of every species of 
falsehood and treacfa^i o# y^vi wmrHI 
i3K>t accusei me of it simptj^ becaiMe^ I ' 
afhriok- from aa iodelieaq^yoHdi^iiof'ftfel^r 
woi ' measure otter t)6opl«^t corn arnd 
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I would have you call the proverb to 
fuind^ vulgar as it is, before jou arraign 
me again!'' 

*' Admirable/' exclaimed Wolsej,— ''«o 
hy the use> or rather by the abuse of that 
proverb, you can shift all your owtt 
failures upon the shoulders of another ; 
why, in your system, there is no such thing 
as a culprit; a felon is only the victim 
of an accuser, who must be capable of 
the delinquency be brings to light !'' 

Marianne prevented Zeluca's retort, 
though in a voice tremulous from the 
other feelings that blended with dread of a 
renewed altercation; Zeluca's sarcasms 
bad come seasonably to apprize her of the 
danger of ai residence under Erdestoae's 
roof, where the temptation to interfere 
with Miss Cassilis, in watching and wish-^ 
ing, would be almost unavoidable ; and 
feeling authorised to give an opinion, es« 
peeially as sb« thought it would conduce 
essentially to Zeluca's satisfaction, she 
said that she should not consider the addi* 
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tional conTenienees and luxuries in a 
change of residence anj additional hap- 
piness. Wohey looked very* much sur- 
prized ; he opened bis lips to tonlrovert 
her^ but closed them internally^ admitting 
that she could not too guardedly^ under 
Zeluca's eye, save herself from a pQssibfc 
imputation^ and instead of replying at all 
to her^ be requested Zeluca's decision. 
Zeluca's countenance exhibited all the 
variety and gradation of her feelings. She 
dreaded lest she had not fathomed Mari- 
anne's plan on Erdestone^ and was for- 
warding it ; she feared being too insult- 
ing, in terror that she should drive her 
home, and into Erdestone's way if he 
should go toGreystone, and above all, 
she believed that Wolsey must feel him- 
self complimented by the avowed prefer* 
ence of his abode^ aad the anticipations 
that idea gave rise to, induced her to say, 
^' Ob, if Marianne has pronounced it right 
to decline his lordship's offer, no doubt 
it is right, and I am at liberty to be of 
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her opinion^ thai is to retain my own, 
namelj^ that you seem disposed to equal 
the politeness of any naodern husband^ in 
putting jour wife in agreeable situa-* 
tiofts/' 
An universal crimson mantled oyer« 

Wolsey*s face, ^' You are, Zeluca " 

said he, '' but this is no time for strife 
and contest. Erdestone must have au im- 
mediate answer to some questions, and '^-^ 
shall also decline his offer in the spirit wittn- 
which it was m^de, the pure spirit of 
kindness; would to God that in all you 
do, and all you do not do. a spirit of a^ 
contrary cast was not deeply infused !" 
and not stopping to recover the envelope 
of the letters that fell from his hand, he 
avoided an impending reply by shutting 
the door. Marianne was struck by tl^ 
temperate reproof that appeared to her, to, 
denote disgusted feelings, that threatened 
Zeluca if she continued her wanton merci* 
less aggravations, with a change from the 
degradation of perpetual warfare to cob* . 
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teinptuous coldness^ that would be tbe la* 
dubitable token of indifference, which^ 
once grounded^ would be bejond all her 
powers of allurement to root out succesi* 
ful^ as sht had hitherto been in eliciting 
admiration and tenderness^ after Tiolence 
and altercation had subsided. But it 
was no time to impress the danger of her 
. rorson Zeluca^ she was, it was true^ pas- 
«^i^>s^ on the first moment of Wolse)?'s dis- 
«. ^ ranee, but it was the stillness that 
pr. ies a storm; and the rage that 
bursit from her. quivering lips, at the in* 
suit of ;Iiutti!!^ the dwr Oil her intended 
reply, absolutely appalled M arianae, who 
listened with dismay to her threats of fol- 
lowing bim, her denunciation on herself' 
if she erer met him face to face again, 
and adjurations for heaven's vengeance on 
bis detested head, till coming, at length, 
to a pause, Marianne, terrified as she was, 
endeavoured to speak. 

"Peace!'' exclaimed Zeluca, still 
veering from threat to threat, with the 
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inconsistency of passion, that could light; 
upon no plan of vengeance commensurate) 
' with her reyenge^ till at last, bringing 
her fluctuating denunciations to a poiqt^ 
she exclaimed^ — "Marianne I will pari 
this very hour ! Will you go wilh! me, 
or stay with him ? — speak this moment V . 

"Neither/' said Mariande, impressively ; 
but changing her tone to bese^hing sup- 
plication/ she added, "I will do neither, 
precipitately, ray dear Zeluca, if you '' 

" Have done with this cant," inter- 
rupted Zeluca, " I will quit Wolsey's 
house this very instant, and I warn you,i 
if I leave you i here — that 1 know would 
suit you — I will blast your reputation 
eternally, you shall not shew your face 
with the vilest strumpet that trades in se- 
duction ; the question is, therefore ** 

she broke off to ring the bell, and James 
attending, she ordered him to get a coach. 
" The question is, therefore," she re- 
sumed, with intimidating calmness, " will 
you go with me into gurgatory, or stay 
Q 3 
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and sacrifice your fame for Woh^** 
and she repeated, '' for Wolsej/' with a 
leaching look and gasping Yoice> that de^ 
noted an expectation, it seemed impassible 
to Marianne she could have imbibed. 

'M certainly shall no( 9tay,'' said Ma^ 
riaiuie, turning pale \ ^^ but 24eluca, whec» 
are you going ?" 

'^To Erdestone's/' 

Marianne's surprise and dismay was ap- 
parent in her sudden change of counten* 
ance, but dreading that opposition would 
confirm Zeluca, she had presence of mind 
not to offer an objection, and Zeluca in^ 
stantly repeated the preposterous project 
her infiamed passions bad recourse to, and 
her taunts to Marianne shewed her desire 
to recant, '' Nozq it is to Lord de Worde 
I am going," said she; "you will not, I 
hope, find a flight from Wolsey so ab- 
horrent I you have paid him the compH^ 
ment ot preferring this delectable abode^ 
land you vill easily find sl flattering reasoo. 
to his lorUskip for having done so^ and 
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Bkc a skilful intrigue^ be transendant in 
favour with them both, and with both gain 
all the sympathy due to the victim of my 
improprieties/' 

'* I do not believe 3^00 will be guilty 
of the irrecoverable impropriety of fly- 
ing to Lord de Worde's/' said Marianne. 
*^ I think that no woman would feel 
so deeply as you the degradation of 
an elopement from a husband^ to the 
bouse of a single man^! A moment's 
thought must convince you, that not the 
most immaculate innocence, not the well 
known fact that he is many miles off, could 
save your character. And for the scrutiny 
you would subject yourself to, . from 
friend and relations^ and common talkers^ 
and male sneerers, you cannot seriously 
ponder on such a depreciatipn of yourself !'* 

Zeluca could not, her soul recoiled froR:i 
8uch degradation, but whife she felt her 
plan was fruitful insuflering odium only to 
herself, she wished to make a merit of the 
sacrifice of it, '' You'll recollect," said 
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she, colouring at the recollection, ^^ that 
Wolsey himself first threatened parting, 
and it was his proposal to fling me on Lord 
de Worde's compassion, that led me to 
this determination, for when a man puts 
hie wife in the way of a former flirt, and 

seemsanxious toshareall the benefits " 

Marianne's indignation was irrepres- 
sible, " Oh, Zeluca, Zeluca," she ex- 
claimed, *' can you in shame utter such 
an insinuation ! There must indeed be 
an end of domestic happiness, if domes- 
tic calumny is the result pf disagreement; 
if Wol ey bijd heard this he could not 
have overlooked it : oh ! if you would but 
consider, that except one used to your 
hyperbole, these bitter taunts leave hw 
indeliable sting, you would not launch 
the foundationiess accusations which are 
80 intolerable to conscious integrity. Here 
is James," pursued Marianne, *' let me 
bid him dismiss the coaclV'and not giving 
time for Zeluca to reply, she went out 
to adjust the matter with the servant, and 
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then repaired to her own room to com- 
pose feelings as much^ though not «a 
malevolently, disturbed as Zeluca's by 
the foregoing scene, and by the catastrophe 
that would probably put an end to alt 
doubt on Lord de Worde's future destiny. 
Eeluca was not less pleased than Marianne 
at a short opportunity for solitary reflec- 
tion ; though she was happy at her escape^ 
she rendered it in part a ground of accusa- 
tion against Marianne, for she recollected 
that her mother would have been her pilot 
through all difficulties, and her prop in all 
defections, from affeolian alone, but she 
knew not what collusive plans Marianne 
mixed with her prudential counsels, while 
she could not wholly enjoy the pleasure 
of hoping that her advice was dictated by 
a dread^ that Lord de Worde would be 
eager to profit by the voluntary flight of 
his friend's wife. Nevertheless, the re- 
vocation of her mad scheme had been so. 
well got through, that asort of satisfaction 
mingled with the angry feelings that might 
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be said to have subsided, when she received 
Susan Harmer, punctual to the appointed 
hour. When Marianne descended to tea, 
she encountered Zeluca at her door^ fot« 
lowed by Susan, and she received a most 
sincere acknowledgement from the affec- 
tionate girl, for having contributed to gain 
her Mrs. Wolsey's place. Marianne felt 
with a very painful sensation, that it had 
been unconsciously in her power to have 
saved a dependant the life of mortificatiofi, 
that would be sure to ensue from any 
disgust in Zeluca ; but nothing remained,' 
but to endeavour t« conciliate her by hint- 
ing to Susan, that she hoped her good sense 
would correct the volatility of youth, and 
enable her to be a steady, respec(/t/i servant 
to the mistress she professed so much te 
value. Susan answered, that misfortunes 
had made her steady, and that she hoped 
her mistress would have no fear of her, 
from recollecting how wild she was when 
a girl. 

'* You think,'* jiaid Zeluca, as she opened 
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Ihc drawing-room door, '^ I have a very te- 
nacious recollectioaof childish occurrences, 
but too much of importance to me has 
since arisen to have entitled them to make , 
an impression." Ungracious as was her 
reply to Susan, Marianne put it down to 
the flurry, of unadjusted altercation with 
Wolsey, when she beheld the tears start 
into her eyes ; and at the symptom of ten- 
derness she could not forbear expostulation 
— she besought Zeluca not to slight the 
warning Wolsey's serious anger offered — 
the said she scrupled itot to say his disgust 
Was palpable, because it still was in her 
power to regain her pristine influence 
over him; and she assured her that if 
altercation was so frequent, reconciliation 
would be merely a respite from warfare, 
instead of the growth of forgiveness. '^ I 
beseech you," said Marianne, 'V to obtain 
dominion over those foibles of temper that 
are «o detrimental to domestic peace : if 
jovL would but invent some artificial talis*> 
man^ that should act as monitor at the 
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first impulse of injustice and proTtx^tio^, 
your excellent understauding wouM soon 
fall into the habit of selfenquiry ; and with 
your attainments and abilities^ how happy 
could >ou make bim^ while by this con* 
temptible strife and unreal adjustment 
you involve your own healthy his peace, 
and the respectability of both ; with oh, 
my dear Zeluca, the future happiness and 
virtue of your oflEspring." 

"Stop your insulting tongue!" said 
Zeluca, " I warn you to — to — " but there 
she was overcome by an emotion, so hyste- 
rical, that Marianne in her alarm^ couM 
scarcely command courage not to apologize 
for her harsh counsel ; she did^ however, 
•o judiciously steer between soothing and 
concession^ that Zlelttca was brought to a 
siitnt admission of error ; and Marianne 
after again urging the consideration do« to 
her unborn babe, endeavoured to excite her 
gratitude, by particularizing the conduct 
that rendered Wolsey such a husband, m 
few of ber sex could boast She truly 
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aaid thai the Itcence of modern manners 
left hiih as opentoibe coquetry of bosth 
maitried and atngle women as he was be- 
fore his marriage, labile his alacrity in 
m^ing such an allurement was wbollj 
xdiated^ notwithstanding, as Marianne 
Jiinted, he might harTe felt himself pri- 
jfil^ed by Zeluca'«8 solicitude to fix Er^- 
dostoae's Mmiration ; nor was ^is conduct 
less flatteriog and meritorious in relin- 
quishi^gigay and £Mhionable ptarties^af ter 
mornings spent in drudgery of irksome 
^ppUcatton^ for the ^endearing relaxation 
ofi<3{piii6sf)cev«niii^-^eTenings4hat Mar 
rianne^as not Jiware her presence alone 
candered interesting, ithough she ofiten 
dfoaded Ihey would OMse to be jo. 

'' You will say/' pursued Mat ianoe^ 
"^^^hat ^is was wh«t he pledged liimself 
to in the premature marriage^ by which 
you are bound to ^efual iacr^ces ;-^but, 
sfa^ «iy <dear^ where is t{ie happy woman 
in tbt^ •licentious age who does not find 
that a handsome besieged hasband will 
Toii. III. a 
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lay hold of some subterfuge^ to justify his 

breaking through " 

Wolsey suddenly entered the room, 
his countenance marked by seriousness 
and sorrow; but at sight of Zeluca's 
tears^ and at the abrupt pause he oc- 
casioned in Marianne's discourse^ he 
turned to retire. Zeluca^ was shocked 
at his unrelaxing countenancey and ut- 
tering aa exclamation^ that implied 
she was the most wretched being in ex* 
istance^ darted by him to her own room. 
Wolsey instantly revoked his intention ; — 
coldly following with hiis eye her departing 
steps ; when she was out of sight he 
entered; and as he shut the door, his 
countenance seemed to say that he had 
shut out strife and sorrow, for the mo- 
mentary enjoyment of harmony and hap- 
piness. '' Oh ! quit us not !" cried he^ 
seizing Marianne's hand and pressing it to 
his lips; ''do not promise to returnr—^ 
promise to stay*— if she is not entitled to 
reproach you for deserting her, I am. I 
ean feel and value *' 
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Marianne stopped him bj the renewed 
effort she was forced to make to withdraw, 
her hand from his grasp^ in the applica^ ^ 
tion of her and she to Zeluca, there was 
a contemptuous import that formed all 
that was wanting to the complete contrast 
in his feelings to herself, and had not re^-. 
taliation and double-dealing been inters, 
dieted in Marianne's code ofc morality, 
with very slight sophistication she might 
have justified herself in revenging Ze- 
luca's undermining arts; Bui if. a 
'^ thought had wandered that way" she 
would haVe felt herself half a culprit : 
Erdcstone had rendered her alive to the 
slighest token of teaderness in Wolsey, 
independent of her own sense of a latent 
partiality; and she was eager to signify 
that 2eluca could not possibly be ex- 
cluded from participating ant/ feelings 
Ae excited; she explaicjjed that no resent- 
ment arose at wayward charges^ that were 
the iresult of irritation, while she felt 
K 3 
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sure that Zeluc^a knew every thought and 
wish in which she Was concerned migBt 
be submitted to her keenest scrutiny ; and 
bj changing the sudden disapprobation^ 
that had spOntaneousTj rjcrarkedher hvL" 
tares for kindness, she implied that sh^ 
put down bis energetic petition to indigna-, 
tion agaiust Zeluca, not solicitude about 
herself. At discouragement so sincere, 
though so unpretending, a deep flush 
mantled over Wolscy's face; but before 
lie could speak, Marianne reminded him- 
that nothing could plainer «tpressf a desire 
for reconciliation than Zeluca's tears^ 
tnd adding that she would fetch her, she 
hastily left the- room. 
^ 0ood God ! is it possfble/* murmured 
Wolsey, *'can it be possible !" he repeated^ 
while his colour deepened, " that a sense 
of rectitude so tried, bv such a friend, ha« 
enabled her to eradicate a passion, which, 

if I had conjecturcd-^if I -*' But his 

mcdible reflections were checked by the 
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return of Marianne with Zeluca; for Ze- 
luca recollected she had left them alone, 
and Marianne m^t heron the stairs ; neverr 
thetess the request to join iheng was so 
prompt that it had a very pleasureable 
effect on Zeluca; she held out her hand 
to Wolsey as she entered, and he received 
it with an alacrity rather imputable to 
pique to Marianne, than placability to 
her. But his upright mind substituted 
esteem instead of disgust for the tender- 
ness he had been interdicted when he 
saw the sincerity with which jVtarianne 
embraced Zeluca, and bursting into tears, 
besought her to let this reconciliation be 
the precursor of new habits on the one 
side, " and less impetuosity on the other,'' 
she added, looking at Wolsey. His sig- 
nificant shake of the head denoted hope- 
lessness, but she would not see it, and slipp- 
ed out of the room, tmd on a summons 
to tea, answered that a head-ache had in- 
duced her to hare recourse to her pillow; 
R 3 
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tbougfi^ id truths ifae sought it m much 
for the freedom of refleetiau at for th^ 
iHuess ihe trulj pleaded. 
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CHAP. VI. 



<* Por she teho onh^ finds her self. esteem 
in othefs admhalion^ b< gs an aims^ 
Depends on others for her daily food^ 
And ie ike veriest servmi of her slaves," 

Joanna Bailus^ 



IMaRIAKNE deeply regretted that no 
efforts M her part could remoye the 
eoldness aiid reserve with vrhich Louisa 
Cassilis treated her ; where she felt kindi 
iiess her maaners were as attaching^ as 
in the u»ual routine of iDtorcourie tfaef 
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were unmarked bj any knack at ingratia- 
ting herself ; biU Louisa rejected all her 
advances to iutimacj, and in addition to 
the pain it gave Marianne to find she 
was considered an intruder^ if she appeared 
at the frequent visits Louisa paid Mrs. 
Wolsey, Zeluca brought to her recol- 
lection, that Lord de Wordc would feel 
hin)self obliged and grateful to those 
who had attached Louis.a^ rather than at 
the unsuccessful attempt so to do. Ma^ 
rianne told herself indeed, that she bad 
no right to lament the incapacitjr to ex- 
cite his g^ratitude, but she thought she 
might justly repine at losing his respect, 
and that she believed unavoidable, when 
he should come to observe a distance he 
would impute to her unamiable deport- 
ment to a joung orphan who ought to 
have been particularly interesting to one 
not rendered insensibU to the cares of 
others by boundless prosperity. She ex- 
amined herself with a determination to 
overcome^ if they existed, any latent 
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tfxMngs that might tinge her avowed 
frietidlinesd^ wkh the '^ coldness off coik 
straint" — ^but her's was not aoo^ind to im- 
bibe a repugnance to a being so artless 
and confiding as Louisa^ ander anj iiicen* 
tit es ; and she wliolly acquitted her se{f> 
vben Louisa's simpHcity betrayed that 
Zeluca had conveyed the conviction that' 
abe was an indefatigable awd formidabt& 
rvoal. MaJ?ia«ne feh it was fruitkss to^ 
eodeatour to invalidate the projects of so^ 
skilful cad practised a manosuvrer as^ 
Zeluca; and with heartfelt regret a6 
ffthrifying his expectation^ listened at 
LfOrd de Worde's first visit on his return 
X€> town^ to Zeluca'ft setf-eofigratolatiens^ 
on having secured the affection of hw 
cbarming ward^ together with condo* 
lence on his father's deaths that did not 
conceal her delight at his accession to 
rank and wealth. In silent depression she 
sat at ,her occupation^ while Zeluca ex-^ 
bibited all her address in rendering the 
urtless girl sbe eulogised, subservient to 
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her own endearours^ to ingratiate herself 
with the very man she had encouraged her 
to hope for by raising the spirit of compe- 
tition ; and Zeluca, able as she proved 
herself to engross Lord de Worde in the 
tete-a-tete, Marianne*s presence could 
not be said to give another character to,4 
was elevated into gV>rjing in rather than 
veiling her success; and three times Susan 
sent a request to speak to her^ for her 
promised decision on a doubtful point in 
the trimming of her dress to go out to , 
dinner^ ere she could bring herself to 
leave Marianne with hira ; though^ coven- 
anting for his keeping himself at her dis- 
posal, hy putting some music in hisbaiid, 
with an assurance that her persecuting 
Abigail should not detain her two 
minutes. As Zeluca closed the door. 
Lord de Worde advanced to the window 
where Marianne was seated, and in few, 
but comprehensive words, thanked her 
for the gratification she had procured 
his young charge. Marianne had been 
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teaching herself to think (a thought 
easiljr imbibed where humiliation hai 
been the leading feature of a cheer- 
less destiny) that Zeluca's well sustained 
claim to his favour had wholly sup- 
planted the confidence he repented 
having placed in her ; but his voice^ in 
"its accustomed tone, conveyed all th« 
cordiality of former approbation, and a 
glow of pensive pleasure tinged her 
cheek, as she congratulated him on finding 
as she had predicted, that Zeluca was an 
acceptable. friend to Miss Cassilis; add- 
ing, that she had no doubt Lady Na- 
glefort would promptly fulfil every wish 
his solicitude for his ward led him to 
look to her to perform. He paused a 
moment, and then answered with quick- 
ness — ''Yes, I believe so. I could now ap- 
peal to her satisfactorily " He paused 

and resumed. "Though, certainly, I hate 
long been of a standing to decide for my- 
self, I have sacrificed much to my father's 
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firejiadtces; but oregard to fais memory 
does not pfeveatmj nowanUcipaiting*— -*^'' 
Zeluca entered^ .and taw ^e stopped 
bim. But ibe penetrating glance^ and 
mantling criinsou^ with which she ejed 
Marianne^ was converted into looks of 
delighted iecal to him, on beholding 
neither eiijoyment or hope in her coun^ 
ienance. Marianne indeed weIco»cd 
lier return^ as4he interruptioo of a €oki- 
niunieation it was a relief io her .iiot<to 
listen to, though he had said enough to 
convince ber bis mscriage «vas « decided 
on ; and while she pondered on >tbe cir- 
cumstances that vtiouM probably hasten 
it to the tartest delay of decorum, Ze- 
luca took the music from his hand >to 
give ft specimen of :faer new harp« But 
refusing to exceed one cbarining air^ 
she resumed lier pencil, leaving her in- 
accessibility to explain itself, in 4he 
anxiety with which she cunquired JvAo 
the .occurrences of his long «b8eiK)ej 
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till at leng4h/ with a ten^t look that 
. 96ei»fid to reproach herself for having in- 
troduced mournful retrospections, she 
fell into the badinage that she found an 
apology for, in the endeavour-to raise his 
spirits, if she trifled rather too attrac- 
tively for a marjried M^oman^ and Mari* 
anne was the mute witness of a flirtation 
r-arely declined by any description of men, 
when all the graces of personal loveliness 
U4Ute with intellectual capability in the 
fair challenger. But if he defined the vig- 
nettes she ihr^w across; the table to him ; 
and contributed an occasional line to the 
Hiottos' in which she left an opening for 
a coai(>liment; and 4read aloud, as she de- 
sired (ox Marianne's opinion, the couplets 
for court-plaister cases she put . into 
French, and assured her her caricatures 
required nu key^ and suggested subjects 
for sleight of hand drawings, he still, by 
his frequent mention ef Wolsey, proved 
that, as ypt, no feelings towards the wife 
rende^re^ a, recurrence to the husband 

VOI^ III. s 
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painful. .But such proofs were painful 
to Zeluca^ and concealing rexation under . 
raillery^ ''It seems to me/' said she, 
'' that bj jour tendency to couple man 
and wife on all occasions^ you are in- 
tending to pair off yourself; therefore I 
shall look upon you as a man almost 
spoiled." 

Lord de Worde smiled, — " Should a 
man have recourse to marriage that has 
a fancy to be spoiled ? — lil ask Wolsey, 
for I may profit by his information." 

Marianne would have said, " That is a 
reproof!" but Lord de Worde's back 
vtras to her, and awaVe of the frequent 
anomaly in speech and looks, site be- 
lieved his ejes had rendered it a compli- 
ment, on observing the expression of 
Zeluca's, and the tone in which she ut- 
tered, after a pause^ — ^' That is an eva- 
sion." 

Zeluca did not pass by Marianne's mo- 
mentary glance with the conscious se- 
curiip that delights in imputing disbe- 
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lieved dominion io another, she repeated, 
" That is an evasion — if }ou are secret I 
shall probe her/' 

"And M^ho \rill you probe?'* asked 
Lord de Worde, with real or affected 
curiosity. 

'' Excellent !" cried Zeluca,— ^^ But our 
credulity is on a par with your simplicity 
— ^your unconsciousness— your inaptitude. 
You are not aware that there is a heart 
now beating in all the agony of hope and 
expectation^ though you have pre-deterr 
mined that that heart shall b^ repaid with 
the coronet of Lady de Worde. Well, how- 
ever/' Zeluca dispersed a fluttering sigh; 
'' however, I mean not to impute ambi« 
tion to her, I ciui. well suppose love pee- 
dominates/' ^ 

Lord de Worde jo^ade ft for^^ed laugbi 
but presently said, ^' Though . /rutA is 
subject to the penalties of libel, I am bold 
enough to say that to a mi^n approachmg 
the meridian of life--^a .man who has 
been a wary observer of the sources of 
s 3 . 
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selection in your sex, there is sotnetbiug 
iofinitely more humbling than gratifying 
-to vanity in the agonies of A ope and ex- 
pectation you are apprising me of Mrs, 
Wol^c^.'* 

'^ O^ monstrous arrogance ! O^ what a 
lesson to young ladies to steer clear of the 
charge of venality/ and keep their hearts 
till called for." And Zeluca spoke \rith- 
all the delight of knowing the weight of 
the drawbacks of which Aer attracti ns 
were disencumbered. 

Lord de Worde looked vexed, and in 
a corresponding tone, he repeated, " Ar- 
rogance! In the same sentence you 
charge me with arrogance and mistrust. 
What inconsistency !*' but dispersing his 
seriousness the moment he became aware 
•f it> he continued, rising, '"Come, Mrs. 
Wolseyy produce your caricaturing scales, 
and weigh me out as many hearts as '* 

Zeluca interrupted him, " Did I say 
hearts } In this venal age a man might 
well siispect irony in the plarality. No ; 
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tJie eofipifa oter one tlMit I attrtbote to yoii 
is what few of your race may boast/' . 

^^ One ! — over one ?" repeated; Lo^d de 
Worde, but the transitioQ he laade^to the 
hieautj of an Ornainental cup on the chtm- 
ney^ proved his anxiety to get rid of the 
question he had involuntarily put. It is 
proverbial that *' lovers derive their plea- 
sure from talking of themselves/' but 
privacy is necessary to sanctify that plea- 
8tire> at least to minds where pride and 
(klicacy predominate over vanity, and 
such was Lord de Worde's^ and Zeluca 
knew it. But either she looked upoti 
Marianne as an efficient cypher^ an O that 
gave added value in summing up the items 
of his favour^ by witnessing thein, or she 
could not rest without ascertaining tha^ 
no competitor divided an equal share of 
the preference Marianne's deportment ' 
confirmed her in. believing she had not 
overrated. 

"Surely/* she cried, spreading her 
beautiful hand over the china be v^s xri- 
8 3 
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ticifiing^ ^'sureljrjou canned, play le sus^ 
picieux 80 completely as to doubt Looisa 
Cassilis ? To doubt her^ is to say you 
suspect that the love of all single Vfdmen 
is a trap for your coronet/' and struck 
by the quiescent smile that denoted 110 ia- 
tention.to eulogise Louisa, she aimed iier 
warning more particularly against Ma- 
rianne^ by concluding with emphasis. 
"There is no girl with whom your rank 
and your wealth would have so little 
weight as with Lmitsa, consequently, no 
girl whose symptoms of lore 1 should 
look upon as equally sincere.'^ 

Marianne endeavoured to fi^l ihmt Ze- 
luca was not talking atl^r, and the be- 
lief that Lord de Worde was too much 
engrossed by the insidious depreciation 
of Louisa to think of her, prevented the 
complete consciousness that would have 
been otherwise. intolerable; but she kept 
her eves fixed on her work, while be ex- 
claimed, " Which is most obliged to you, 
Mrs. Wolsey, Louisa for the interpreta- 
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tion yott are pleased to put upon her child- 
kboefts^ or I^ for the pleasure you take in 
playiftgtipon my credulity." 

" Oh ! oh ! oh ! Louisa's childishness ! 
is this the despondence of passion — the 
dilemma of fastidiousness — or tlie treachery 
of ' ^ captain hold in Halifax who lived 
in country quarUrfi/' and Zeiuca half 
sung, and half Faid the first verse^ with a 
grace that would have introduced music^ 
had not Lord de Worde's proposal been 
interrupted, by meeting Marianne's eye ; 
for, though it was the glance of a moment, 
it was so accusing, that he seemed to think 
it incumbent on him to prove that he had 
not been temporising with the happiness 
of one whose feelings he had particular 
(^portunities of deciphering and sport- 
ing with. '' I have," said he, *' religi- 
ously endeavoured to supply the place 
of a father lo Louisa. The possibility of 
tenderer sentiments being imputed to me, 
by her few friends^ occurred as soon as con-, 
jecture cotild find scope for comment in 
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Iier receding childhood^ and I bave aees 
but litde of her £or a long (ime^ though I 
ha\e Tigilantly attended (o her interests. 
I was aware too^ that a young girl might 
deceive herself into a passion she vi^ould 
soon recanti if there had been any thing 
of interest or Secrecy in a correspendence 
\rith the only man that hei: seclusion al- 
k>wed any claims on her^ and therefore^ I 
made no scruple to indulge my epistolary 
l^zinees^ and included hints and instruc- 
tions to Mrs. Malthus in my replies to her 
letters. Love ought not then to be brought 
into the account between us, my only fear 
is^ that she will bestow it upon the- first 
kandsome man that makes pretensions ; fi^ 
the claims of an Adonis will be most power^ 
ful with her." Marianne, was struck^ for 
aware^as she was of a delicacy that might 
choose to be blind lo Louisa's attachment 
she thought there was a sincerity in his 
manner that proved h^ did not mean to 
authorize it 
Zeluca was struck too — but the more 
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sincere appeared his indifference (o Louisa, 
the more she wished to impress his thral- 
dom on Marianne, and she hastened to 
prove that he was only finessing^, '^ Ha, 
ha, ha,'' Is^ughed she, '' I ask you if what 
you have said is not adaptable to whatever 
turn jour intercourse will take with 
Louisa?" 

Marianne 4jreclly perceived it was. 

^' It can, however, take but one turn,*' 
said he. 

Zeluca after a pause, replied, ^' I knovf 
not how to think she can conform to 
destined disappointment ; and in a tone, so 
tender and comprehensive, that Marianne 
felt it must be a deep love for Louisa — an 
absolete degree of friendship for Wolsey 
— and morality of a discountenanced stamp 
that should preserve Lord de Worde from 
temptation — too planned — too systematic 
— and too treacherous for her to find an 
excuse for Zeluca, in that thirst for ad- 
miration fashionable education upholds 
as a desideratum." An universal $ilen^e 
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ensued, which Zeluca bix>ke with abrupt- 
ness ; but not repelling iabruptness — 
" Now you are come back/' said she, 
'' Louisa must become my charge— you 
have seen her little of late you say, you 
should, yeu mutt see her more to know 
her ; I must bring you nequawtea with 
her if/' pursued she, " ?/y^u can some- 
limes abstain from shining with, and for 
the world, to harmonize witli us. My 
shining time is over. I pay Wolsey the 
compliment of feeling his friends mine/' 
(she glanced almost cotdit/ at Marianne^ 
to smile with opert sweetness full on Lord 
de Worde,) *' and if, for his sake," (again 
Lord de Worde's eyes were directed by a 
transient deviation of her's, to Marianne,) 
" and if for his sake," she repeated, '^ they 
will devolve a little of their regard upon 
me/ I can say, with uncompounded truth, 
that 1 feel not one remaining eharm in 
dissipation." And Zeluca could say so 
without falsifying her feelings; but her 
love of home did not exemplify the " dO; 
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mestic happiness/' that h the ^' only bliss 
of Pamdise that has survived the fall !'' It 
was no devotedness to connubial affections 
that made her averse to gaiety — but those 
retreijched elegancies of life, (hat not only 
diminished her consequence as an indi- 
vidual, but she well knew, such weight 
as adventitious brilliany on opinion, 
tended to diminish her fame as a beauty. 
She felt, therefore, that in mixed society 
she met the gay, and the prtviledged of 
her own sex at a disadvantage; and, conse* 
quently, felt any seclusion, any loneliness 
preferable to disparaging competition ; 
while Lord de Worde would gild her re- 
tirement with the ^r St delight dissipation 
could supply, if she could render herself 
an attraction that superseded all others. 
Whether Lord de Worde thought the 
touching seriousness that succeeded her 
vivacity was owing to new views of life 
in a sensible feeling heart, or felt her 
evident jealousy of Marianne an irresist- 
ible call on his sympathy, or put down to 
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latent love, a challenge to flirtation se 
soon after marriage, that he might fairly 
doubt if that marriage had not pique at his 
insensibility for its source, or whether he 
simply thought her overtures were for 
MibsCai^sili.Q^ Marianne could not doubt 
the complacency of his feelings, as he 
thanked Zeluca for her attachment to hts 
ward; and explained that the proffered 
admission to her domestic circle was ex- 
actly what he wished, as Louisa was of a 
disposition gradualfy to be brought into 
mixed socjjety, for the same reason that 
she was incapable of finding in her coni- 
plete retirement any resource against 
ennui. Marianne turned with the quick 
movement of surprise; and Zeluca, 
equally under the impression of an idea 
grounded by the mechanical force of repe- 
tition^ in defiance of her own observation, 
exclaimed, '' Why, my lord, she has re- 
sources, for which she is ever bound to 
you, in the education you have given 
her/' 



dbyG6ogle 



*' Ah 1*' retur^ his Iprdi^Mp, ^mphti- 
ticallj^ '' tbough I havie been long ia 
developing my ^^rror on tha( poiot^ it is 
at lengthy ^ectuallj r^i^ealed fo me^ I 
meant to give her an ediicatiQn that woiild 
•have made a retired or a single life occit* 
pied and interesting^ but the ;i^pirit of 
.display is so radicated witb knowled^ 
.oriaamental or profound^ that home 19 
rendered wearisonie and insupportable. 
Reading^ though it is § l^tered age^ ig 
no resourse; I know f^ncjiclopedi^i's an^ 
classical dietiqoaries are re4H]rf ed ; tc^ to 
refresh the memory on points M^iere. fai- 
lure in the prescribed round of informa- 
tion would, be disgraceful; and a few 
accredited works of fashion lay <pn the 
table^ which it would be incpngruQua 
with all rule not to feel of paramount, iur 
terest; but r^ading^ as an abstract plea- 
,sure^ as it excitps ^o thought^ and fills 
4 he mind with the sw^'ec/^ is almost 
^ holly iieglected; for the raif)d is peer 
occupied with the anticipated admiraticrjci 
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"that bas been the bride to application. 
Foir myself^ tbough I reckon a passion 
-lor noi^el reading prejudicial^ I know 
toot bow to think that a jroutbful niind in- 
«en>ible to the charm of such fictions 
-tan be other than vacant, unless the 
heart is frigid or selfish; though 1 
•woukt check the taste ere it became om- 
%ii[k>tent^ I ttiink it no advantage not to 
inherit it from natiire; but Louisa has it 
^ot, and is deprived altogether of the de- 
4i^t books afford/* 

' ' Zelaca r^dened several times, while 
-Lord de Worde spoke, with a fluency and 
*Vrarmth, that proved his interest in his 
subject. She could willingly have hated 
liim for revoking, as she considered it 
that contempt for unqualified education 
ibat she had always recalled, as a sort of 
pledge, that Marianne's beauty would 
never raise efficient admiration. But no 
Sudden glance of triumph, or suffusion 
of .pleasure in Marianne, contributed to 
^x h^r indignation ; on the (5<nitrary, a 
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aigh tliiat reached her readj ear told 
her that Maj^anne imputed a diflferent 
meaning to JUrd de Worde, and as her 
Tunitjr was not backward at adojpting a^ 
complimentary interpretation^ shedir^tly 
saw that at the ^.ttacbment to home she 
had just ej^pressed, he took an mstant 
opportunity pf|iiiidirectlj giving her credit. 
fw ^YoUng ixer extensive qoaiife^- 
tions to their Intimate u^, andjiill b#f^ 
happiness and ei^ultation ftowed bgicl^.; 
She would ha^e 0on4eniied^ibr hi^ ffij^^o^m 
in 4espight .^f the degradati/on 0( bati^ 
proved she h^d ihmaltuluted on it^ £01% 
her memory wa$ cjtowdedwith ipstimi;^ 
of the skilful of her sex, "whjO had bi^oughl 
\o their feet tbose who were n^t 00^ 
indifferent, but. a'^erse ; yet^MXHie eo)^k|" 
morefi*! t^ ceHei pfb^i« liisbu*tbii*##\ 
of the self-controul, i^. indtspen^Si^e tQ 
bide the disgusted feeUng^ under w4iicb 
such conijuests «re a&€ted;.and uoartilir 
cial pleasure danced in herqffs.' 2|eluem 
had always prided herself oa notbeiqg# 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



1808 ZELUCA. 

noTel reader; in fact they aiforded her uo 
pleasure, and she had, perhaps, never 
devoted balf-an-hour to oM in her life, 
unless by chance the ch&racter of an al- 
luring woman of intrigue had caught her 
li:ttention, by affording a hint for prac- 
tice; it was, therefore, without any sa- 
crifice, she had always upheld her su- 
periority over those wliose taste for the 
trash of a circulating library, she was 
^jfagcr to satirise, however discrimtuatiog 
the selection of some of the most beau- 
tiful works of genius and morality, from 
amon^ a mass of productions generally 
^low mediocrity. Lord de Wordie's 
Ideas consequently were most revolting 
to> and incoidgruous with her own; 
l^ut after be had declared something 
wanting in the heart or m^d that did 
Bot feel a sponta'mous tiiste for works 
of fiction she would not venture to 
controvert him, even to ingratiate her- 
self by becoming his convert ; on the 
contrary she adroitly implied, that she 
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bad omd^ a pbint 0f omt^aliAg Her oifsif 
fcM»<t6 «uch vMfbs} 40 avoid ^vi^ an 
adfintage ' to those vvho piqued <liem«> 
seivetoa tlie negative merit of not^eadir^ 
w>vels^ 'Sod she req4ai7ed Ms f&piflion^^f 
sMiml she kiietv but b^nam^. Of ^hMe 
he hod lead he spobe ^fmely, and £ht|y 
agreed with Madame de Stael, that '^the 
hsunanoiriid is no^ imxdk \ewsi disposed* 
to b^ >g!i^tified by eyents^ even the best 
coiiib«mtd»:than b; ebservatioDS en wiiat 
paisses within ^e heart/' A^d ^Zeluca 
havtfag^4b4is gained a cli;^ to guide her 
to a smilarity f>fJa9ie coneltided^ '* Your 
apprebattOD of tfaiB'descriptioa of reading 
was qutte ualbresaea hfme ; I^^annot now^ 
reeoiicilenijself to Woisey'sdeteraiina^n . 
not to becooie yblir guest, by rejSecting 
that I ifaould haive been .interdicted a^ 
nw?l/* 

Zcfioca's behaviour bad tcareely ob- 

viated Lordde Worde's confirmed opinioo 

t^4il« repugnance to W#lsey's marriage^ 

bad rendered him the object of faer anti^ 
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pathy till ber last iotimatioD, at ipvhich, 
lie was 80 much sarprised^ that imtei^ 
•f aofwering to the point, he said, ^' Yoti 
astoDish me ! 1 felt so sure of Wols^'s 
aatisfaetion io«temporarj resideoee iRFitb 
one^ that to tell you the truth, I threw 
upon you all the unfrien^iness of the 
refusal." 

• Zeluca*s shake of tlie bead was 8%m- 
ficant, but it steered clear of a tepecOable 
falsehood^ as she also did iu proceeding 
(to Marianne's dismay,) '' I dont know 
bow it was we had a giMseral/riniir^^boul 
it — I think, I coufeAs^ I was warin, and 
said, perhaps, what 1 ought not-»-but 
Marianne was c^&l, and sb^ settled the 
business by a^twineing Wolsey that kis 
abode (with all the^efalcation in equi- 
pages and so forth, that m^ precipitate 
marriage is chargeable with) wtfs jm€- 
feraUe to a transfer of ouTseltes to 
your' 8/' 

Lord de Worde eKhibited the cbhsge 
of countenance that inevitably takesplace 
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mt a token of disfi^your where regard ii 
relied on; but whether a recuri^nce to 
old times^ when he had been a silent ua- 
su^ected observer of the lengths Ze* 
luca would go to, to risein favoiir bj 
sinking others weighed with btto^ or, 
thai lie was unwilling to believe Marianne 
dared not submit a latent predeltctipu for 
Wolsey to his suspicious t^e, he broke 
silence with, '^ Am I ip believe I haife 
io jou an adversary/ when! expected an 
ally. Miss Bessaly ?" and walked up to 
her in evident eJipectatiun of some sort of 
explaoation. 

3ut Marianne tsaw that Zeloca was re^ 
^Ived to. sink her in his opinion the mor^ 
determinatelj, from the dubiousness of 
his attachment to Miss Cassilis; and the 
evidence of her dexterity in rendering 
trtd/i instrumental to falsehood, told 
JMUrianae she bad- no alternative short of 
iheex/i^^ifre oiiSeluca, and Iceoes of c/o* 
meslie stri/e, which (though, perhaps, 
ii Justifiai^lj^.brefMih ofiCiH»fidence under 
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ike iaoiedimte prorocatioii) sTw Mi eqaai« 
\y tmpostible in mtention and pdrfdr^ 
mmtce; for ike eonld iscarceij suppreM 
her tears, in replyii^ within tatteoipt'fli^ 
a fimile, that she iioped he would vxft hc^ 
lieve may opkitoQ of Ws carried wilb 
it hostility to him. Il6 turned cotdljl 
away ; and Zeluea devoted ail be? attea*- 
tioo to re-eiig^iM»iiig hiiB. Though hh 
appeal to Marianne had not ifl^alidaCed 
the ikill of Ze}uca'8'i»an4euvm, it da« 
noted, if not a partiality/ an i^i/mrh'oie/^, 
that indpc^ herto rejoice at not hairing 
allowed Marianne those advantage!* tljat 
wonh! have resulted from the opp^tmni* 
ties of comparison with herself Wider hai 
roof; and it made h^ resolve Wtakemp 
Miss Cassiiiscornpletely^and hy playing 
.off her aceomp^lisbments and lov^liwsa 
against Martanae'a beauty^ unassisted bUl 
by the intelleetual gift» of liberal fiatui>e> 
and keep his fatour on the see^fliw; 
till she could eveatually step, in, add by 
c&ctang^a dectaiou ugakustb^tli^'^f ibept, 
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eonYince Wolse^ Jie was in ao error, in 
relying on her inability to attach his 
friend. She^ soon, therefore, prevailed 
with Lord di Word^ to assent to Miss Gat-, 
stiis' comiiigto stay with her ; and when 
he wound up h^r prabes of Louisa, by 
saying she was the best lady musician he 
knew» except herself y the felt the sin- 
cere and heartfelt praise a pledge, of hef 
complete triumph, wuL^was Alternately 
so.interestin^, and soent^ertaining, that he 
stayed, unconsciously, to the breach of an 
efigag^nent ; and he said unpardonably 
as it was With a man Qf business. The 
more, unpardonabie, however, the more 
complimentary in Zeluca's opinion; she^ 
therefore, endeavoured still to detain 
him, and the sudden surprise he evinced, 
when she said, that though they had ab- 
jured all company, they were going to 
dine with friends in Garliek Hill, en- 
couraged hei^ to such an animated de- 
scription and caricature of Marianne's 
relations, that in danger of being kepir 
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to a real inconveaieiice^ he exclaimed at 
the first pause in har exhibition^ ^' I 
Mrill DOt hear another wond, thoBgh 
I out iTofepfaj jMeph, and ^ hmfM iny^ 
garment in jour hand/' wad to <ayiBg» 
be presented km own^ with an assurance, 
that he would escape from a diniier partjr, 
and call to see Wolse^ in the eTmnng, as 
they were to be at home early^ adding, 
'* Good mornings Miss Bessaly/' with a 
degree of haste that assured Marianne he 
was only reosUed to a recollecttoa of her 
presence from brushing by hier as he ^dis^ 
appeared. Incapableof a dialogua with 
Zeluca, Marianne/ uiiider pretence ei 
dressing, precipitately retired to her 
own room> where she indulged her t»r> 
without restraint, and wi^ iii. present^ 
iiient that Lord de Wordis, . like all ddin^ 
quents, perhaps, would be progressively, 
led on> till eveirtually friebddiip for 
Wolsey would be. sacrificed to Zelsvca'a 
charms. Id defiance of her better judg- 
menl« . Wolsey's disbelief of Lord de 
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Worde'ft «tti(fbnientt#.Louisa« liadmtsed 
ini MariwM jGluetuating f<|ieltQgt> th^ 
only feU^hort 6f hope, through tfcje vigi- 
ladce wUh which she interdieted heisdtf 
all if^isio9arj ^ntieipatioos ; all flatter- 
ing retfospecfions, and all tboic tuusiogi 
ibafefind .food /&yen in the name of the 
4>eloyed; objeet ; to elicit^ therefore^ oa 
ibe first meeting tincb his father^s death, 
onl^ (be cdkbi^tfl consequent on her 
imputed pnsfei^ence of Wolsojr^ was a 
abook bee fbttitude could not sustain; 
«o4 ^e foresaw, that as ZWluca bad 
^tunk ber in bil esteem, .she would 
alsb work iipiMt bis dread of venal love, 
ftiid .attain the object of ber own am? 
biiioD, hy the oirerthrow of Louisa's 
bopes* Yet ad her first duimajr subside 
the hope of a result less injurious to 
moralitj and feeling arose — sbe re^^Ued 
the pi^oo& of bis fijfm iViendsbipt and 
intc^iiy; and saw bit aecessibUitj ta 
Zelticai ah ifae ocomnon^place gallantrj 
of a/ man ooDfbrmin^ to the manners of 
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the times^ from disdain of the reputation 
of eccentricity; she recollected that bis 
cordiality to herself would return when 
farther observation should prove he had 
been premature in giving credit to the 
iihputed penchant to Wolsej he was too 
ready to suspect ; and when she recurred 
to the explanation^ he seized the first mo- 
ment of Zeluca's absence to enter on^ she 
could only believe, that, but for Zeluca's 
sudden return, he would have reveal- 
jed that his marriage was the anticipatioa 
that authorised his claim of Lady Magle^ 
fort's protection for Loutsa. And no* 
thing invalidating such an opinion^ but 
his dmvowal of Louisa's influence^ she 
conceived that Zeluca's indeHcate cu- 
riosity had obliged him to the ei|uivo- 
cal replies, necessary to conceal his 
pre-determined aigageinent till it was 
agreeable to bis plans ia nsveal it ; and 
that consequently; '2^1uca'8 unlicencaed 
coquetry was preparing for liecself in 
tolerable mortification. Wiobey's voice 
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descending the stairt, roused Marimnne^ 
just as her decision was made, and start- 
ing up> sbe hurried her toilette, and sue- 
eeeded in desceiKling with Zeluca. 



WVL.m. 
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CHAR VIL 



" The Successes of the Foolish and fVickedj/orm 
thejirst Rod uf their Chastisement.*^ 

Calipb VATumm. 



jV[aRI\NNE, having reasoned her- 
self into comparitive reliance on Lord de 
W^rde's rectitude^ took her seat in the 
vehicle that was to convey them to Gar- 
lick Hill^ with a cheerfulness^ that if it 
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was pensive, formed a contrast to the deep 
reverie of Zeluca. Her interest in the 
city squad she went to quiz was enliicl/ 
supplanted by the far higher pleasure of 
defeating the prospects of both Marianne 
and Louisa; and^ though some anxiety 
on the more prosperous pretenders to his 
favour in the splended circles to which 
Lord de Worde was courted threvv a 
transient shade across her brow, she felt 
priviledged to anticipate a conquest; nor 
were her agreeable feelings at all dis- 
persed, till, on a sudden jolt of their con- 
veyance, she was called from the future 
to the present, by seeing Wolsey press 
Marianne's hand with a request to move 
her seat, lest another such jumble should 
send the fragments of the mutilated glass 
into her lap. Zeluca then began to think 
whether Marianne had not been taking 
advantage of her absorption; at leasts 
Lord de Worde had not buried ker in re- 
verie, and she considered it might be from 
the presence of a more interesting object; 
u 3 
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and as, while she intended to he faithful to 
hethushanf, shefeh herself authorised to 
fe\enge even his common courtesies on the 
object of them, she turned her ejes some- 
i^hat ominously on M iirianne, just as the 
coach stoppi'd, and shame at her own equi« 
page, and a disposition io laugh at the 
approaching greeting, gave a new im- 
pul'-e io her thoughts. On entering the 
room the first person that met their eye^ 
was Mr. Medlicoit ; and when the iu« 
trod uction brought Wolsejr to recognise, 
in his dinner hunting friend, (who worked 
bis way intO' good compaiiy by the hute- 
£iitigable exertion of bis anecdotal talents) 
a man courted bj the^rrf circles, he ex- 
tended his hand with a strong disposition 
io risibility, and some pity at bis Texa* 
tion, on being found intimate in a set 
•o incongruous with bis laborious efforts 
to soar. Independent of Mr. Medlicott, 
there was onlv Miss Cofben, a pretty un- 
assuming girl from a distant county, and 
a gentieman and lady, who were iutro* 
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duced by Mr. Bessaly, as '*Mr. Hall 

and Mrs. Hall^— mv wife's first cousin— 

*/ 

and something of a likeness — eh i To 
which Mrs. Hall added, '* The Reverend 
Mr. Hall, Mr. Bessaly — ^jou forgot that 
he is rector of ELmore now." 

But Mrs. Bessaljr had quite prevented 
Mr. Bessalj's forgetting it ; Mrs. Hall 
was the daughter of a riding-officer, in a 
little village on the coast of Sussex, and 
by her marriage with the rector of Els- 
more, Mrs. Bessaly was enabled to face 
her husband's high relations with the 
hoasU that hersi were not jn trade ; she 
bad insiHted with Mr. Bessaly, therefore, 
that (fiide on her side should not con- 
taminate the party ; but in carrying that 
resolution into effect, it was necess iriiy so 
i:null, that^ to her vexation, the loqua- 
city of her rustic kinswoman had a wide 
scope ; and Mrs. Hall accordingly fol- 
lowed up her< correction of Mr. Hossaly, 
with '' When I married Mr. Hall, though 
he was only a curate in our old parish, we 
u 3 
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were Tisited bj the beat families-i-asid, 
though the fine people of Eltmore hav*nt 
called on us }et, 1 suppose that is onljr to 
give us a ^peciment of their politeness— 
for a rector is not beneath any body's 
notice — they would not saj that! 

The assertion was getter ally admitted ; 
and illustrated bj Mr. Medlicott^ " Indis- 
putably/' said he, *' a clergyman is com- 
pany for a duke i I can quo<e an anecdote 
in point immediately, from a Iiouse where 
I have been staying. The duke o f 
but ril not name names. His grace had 
juist come to take possession of a new 
purchase;, and my reverend friend was told 
he might expect a \isit respecting tithes. 
The house, the wife, and the children 
(there were fifteen) were all put to drill ; 
the mail servant relinquished,, cUiring thtt 
time of expectation, all his other pt^ats^ 
io act as footman oaly, and my Vriend, for 
above a monlh, did not n\o\e a atoitc's 
throw from his own h )use ; at length he 
bi^aato tru9l the duk^ would ito^ come 
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nhen he was out, but gave Che man aU 
diie directions if he did, adding, above aU, 
be i»ure, Adam, when the duke speaks to 
you, always say ' your Grace V Accord- 
ingly/ when the duke did call, and asked 
Adam if his master was at home, Ada.n 
a. swered, * For what we are geixig to 
receive the Lord make us thankfuL' The 
duke, in some surprise, repeated, * 1 a««ked 
fOtt if Mr. Tithebottom was at ht)me?' 
• For what we are going to receive the 
Lord make us thankful/ said Adam again, 
more devoutly. * The fellow is mad f 
murmured his grace. • There friend, 
there is^a dollar, I'll caH another dny, and 
I hope 1 shaUhear your master hastakon 
care of }ou.' * For what we have re- 
ceived the Lord make us thankful,' said 
'Adam, bowing down to the very grourd.** 
So generally was the burst of laughter, 
that IVIr^ llall, instead of making the en- 
quiry, the keen curiosity of her counte* 
aaiice exhibited^ laug^llcd also, and look- 
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ing at Marianne, said, '' Fifteen children !-* 
very singlar, was'nt it ? So provoking for 
Mr. Titheboiiom— for ihey will make 
work in a houHC, do what you will. At 
our village I used to air with Lady Smith, 
twice a week, and so i should if she had. 
been a duke; I was every bit as mucti 
thought of as Mrs. Tithebottom. Fray, 
»ir/' she pursued, " was you sta}ing with 
the duke when he called, or with Mr. 
TithebotJom?" aud she teas as anxious to 
know, as she appeared, that >he might 
regulate her deferrn^e to Mediicolt, and 
her premeditated boastin^^s accordingly. 

Medlicott hesitaled, *' I — 1 — certainly 
I was not staying- " 

W'olsey interrupted Wm, " It was 
neither the duke nor Mr. TilheboUom, 
ma'am," said he, *• iVom whom A/cdli- 
cott had the anecdote, but a very j^inti re 
and serviceable fncnd oflus, Joe Mdlar 
by name " 

''Really, sir !" returned Mrs. Hall, 
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with a look that denoted how much Mr. 
Medlicott was lowered by the ungraced 
appellation of his serviceable frjend. 

Medlicott/ with unruffled good humour, 
denied any ptagiartsm, '' If/* continued 
be, " I WHS as empty headed as ■ by 
the bye, that reminds nie of the retort of 
certainly no vulgar jester. A certain 
great person is well known to have envied 
the prowess of our late royal gueat, with 
the fair—* Pray/ said he one morning a< 
breakfast, turning up his cup, and glan* 
cing at the baldness which is now a desi* 
deratiim with our beaux Gareon^, * pray 
are the heads of all of your majesty's house 
as smooth as this cu[>/' His imperial 
majesty presented the hollow of the cup, 
and replied, by asking his questioner, if 
Uie heads of all of his house were at 
empty ?*' 

The name of the ' magnanimous em- 
peror* was the signal for revived exultation 
to both Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Be.ssaly, who 
with contending eagerness, strove to coa- 
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vince their auditors that a distinguishing 
preference had accompanied the »hake of 
the hand that included them in the num- 
ber of their ridiculous and offensive coun- 
trj-women ; till the subject appearing, 
even to them, worn out, Mrs. Hall re* 
turned to the inhabitants of Eismore, 
%vhom, though she hated, she preferred 
living among, to an exchange of livings 
Mr. Hail thought advantageous; for 
besides, that it would take her from all 
her own family, the want of civilization in 
a remote part of the north, would prevent 
her preserving her little girls from the 
eotiiaminations of a vulgar dialect and 
manners. She added, that she thought 
an education the first advantage a parent 
could give a child, and had determined 
with her husband's late rector, that they 
should begin Luting at six years old; 
and she demanded of the company if it 
would not be better to make Mr. Hall 
give up theeichange, with the advantage 
of an additional j^lOO per annum, rather 
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than take her children where there were 
no masters (o be procured. She was so 
lirs^eiit, and so general in her chiiitmror 
advice, on the age when her eldest ouj^ht 
to hegin mu^ic^ that Marianne was 
forced to suspend her eon\ersation with 
Miss Corben^ to give an opinion^ which 
was, however, happily prevented by a 
summons to the dinner-table, on which 
there were displa\ed Fiench dishes, in- 
stead of substantial Knglish fare; but 
with such woeful deficiencies in ingredients 
and dressing, that Marianne could not but 
be amused at her own and her friends ex- 
pectation of culinary science at a citj 
dinner, and at the disappointment that 
OTershadow^d tlie countenance of Mr. 
^ Medlicott, who had acquired, in qualify- 
ing himself for fine company, all the tech- 
nicalities, both in taste and language of 
an epicure. The vexation that prevented 
his almost speaking a word till the dinner 
table was cleared, proved, that *' the first 
great ruling passion is to eat;" but at 
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the entrance of the deiert, wHb rery go(fi 
-wine, he afiVmied as mtrch amusefnent bm 
Mift HhIPs littfe girlff, and Mr. B^sraly'i 
theatric allusions, and cotifitant appeals to 
*hi« wife, whitse /«r(m?c replies eTidentiy 
dicialed hy a feai of committing herself 
to the comments of satirical capabifity, 
|K)iiUed Zduca out to Mrs. Hall> as whi^ 
the termed the genteetest woman of the 
party ; so/ scarcely speaking to MariannQ 
who sat next her» slie turned all her attea* 
tion to Zeluca; she eat what SMuca ea^ 
conceiving it the fashionable dish; left 
what she left, in the understand iiig Zelaai 
would have sent nothing aw«iy, had itwit 
been genied^ or consequential to to do; 
took an inventory of her dress ; adopted ^ 
'' Hall,** in pkcc of *" Mr. H/' when the 
found Zeluca invariably said "Yfohef^ 
was Infected by the taoie inconi^eniencr iai 
beat or air; ecboed all hcropintona^ woA 
finally begged to hear faer play upw 1M 
tiitistc as tioon as they ishinild i«ach*Ai 
drawing-coMs. And afae selected Sfe^ 
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lucn far a $tucfy, mkh to iccid^ an air 
of casting h^r codsiii mtQ s1ia4€ with Miuf, 
Carben and Marianne^ that Mrs. Bessal/ 
assumed a sulky reserve, in addition to^ 
her political seutentiousness, that made it 
clear to her husband he was blameable 
in not bringing her into a degree of ifn** 
portance, knowing she was interdicted the' 
volubility, tint constituted her, in 9om^ 
parties, a very clever cntertaimng woman. 
'' My dear," said Mr. Bessaly, on be- 
coming aware of his own remissness, 
'^you*rc not well I see. Must atwaya- 
have something— eh, ma'^m?" be pursued 
to Zeluca, ^' unless its in the hon^y-moon 
--rch? (ah, a vile plagiarism from^Shake^ 
s|^eare thai fumey-maoH. of master To- 
lio's, though it goes doWn!) My wife's 
cprporeals, as I tell her, dbnH bear her 
n^ind out, she's soon overset ; you s<»c that, 
but jron don't know the cause, " It is the 
c«Aiae^-^it i^.the cause, my soul/* — eh? 
iNkiw licamtell itydu, it is the sight of 

VOI». 111. X 
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Ifttvitrttoe Mat iaifBiBr^nalbt her &tDk 6f 
j(oui^ ll€^sily> ^ pd0C > feliiiw \ I should 
]^v^ctliMt4ow^ toj^ottr inother/' be con* 
t|jiued to Mafian^, ''when Ednumd weiit 
off, if mj WiFi^ had'nt Celt it sa loucb^ I 
4iM'ut darn li'Ave h*r." 
. Bvery ej€ was turned ob Marianne^ 
vbpse va(34iig comple;iiorir denoted bet 
l^lsfa^iQas ^ .at the unforeseen 4Jtifeeling 
meQtioa of b^ l^t brother ; and, befora 
Wolsey, could find something to say to 
call atteotipn (€vm her, .Mra. Hall, an- 
j^ioua to bt^ur a piece of secret history that 
seemjed imporfaiit to. those concerned, 
a||ke4t *' Where<iid he go, Mr. .Bessaly f- 
Lady ^oiitb' bad a son by her fif^t hua- 
hand, that run away tp sea, luid wi^nC 
h^rd vS for Vwo years* : 

"No,, no," retiiri}ed Mr, Bessalr^ 
''poor Bdmuqd to^k a loiiger:trip — eh, 
popr f^^'llow? he went to ' that Boupiie from 
w^i»ce no traveller returns. v. Shak^M* 
pt%r's the maiH^ebi But^ ^.e*U call • 
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another cauaei" fiatd- he^ inticndu^ to 4i»- 
pejrsa (he jdistress he hail reused; hy^no^ 
ticuigit. -*' Well— ^-^'' t' : :: v. : .. 

JVl^dljcoUinterpo^ii, '^ Aye/^ saidhe, 
Shakespear's the man ;" 1 sajd- td a youDg 
]udy the other day, who wa^ euiogising 
ifh^ drives at East Bouroe./Wby^ how 
many Bourne's' iare; there B'-^* Botirii^ 
B^jxih ^o^timi aiid\ East BouKD^f said 
fl)^^.;be«ida3 *' thath^tju-oe (i'6ia whd(i4a 
pajti^vellei* returns.'' ; : ; : K i. 
; !^G(id;\«aid Mr. B^mty, /' the ladter 
shall pledge us in a'buiDper tdaitto the 
bortoirr.cff EojglaftdJ , Ci)rrie?*rT-tlie.;Bjritish 
puakin, ief/Jaod Aorrf— Mr. /Medlicoff, 
lotik to Mrs«/Wiolsey!9( &la$a/'. ..ZtJ;udt 
ad^aifabty inati^sUvrc^ a Kughi^^, ttotoa 
t^Mipluneijtary .0^?. wilb t>Mf.. -Bo3»l)^i 
a^dtoiok .QCcasioB*' to^t^^Q a vfcry flattering 
speech to Mrs« Bess^ty, oo hrr deteUcftiof 
from her husband's Johrt BuUiscp^, ia.tbt 
prevuiling elegance oChisrjentfrtainmtnL 
Mrs. Bessaly wiih chuckling sUp^roilb 
eiUbess mittl6^ bend of th<e bsead,, adding^ 
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in a mincing tone^ '' indeed my dear, f hete 
^as so little of John Bull in your diitner^ 
and so much in} our toast, that — that*—" 

" That," said Mr. Medlieott, taking 
up her illustration most opportunely^ *^ he 
does not justify his possession of a consort, 
tirhose classic taste has obliterated evefjT 
trace of the aboriginal Islander. 

'* 7 here, tnydrar! ' Nunky pajrs for 
all,' " said Mr. Bessaly in a parenthesis^ 
and Medlicott resumed, '' He does not 
deserve a wife who has travelled— or I 
very much mistake ?" 

Mrs. Bessalj had, in her youth, visited 
Torbay, in a fishing smack ; there was, 
therefi»re, no violation of veracity in her 
assenting bow, to which she added, that 
it would be no wonder if Mr. Bessalydid 
mot get her to return home on their pro- 
posed visit to the Continent the ensuing 
spring, as though the gtwtndM/M prettify 
tassed about in some parts of England, 
Switzerland was her country.** 
-. ''Very good,** sai4 M«dlteott, ^' IiIk^ 
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g^ed him&dr (d^'liady FiorflL¥aldiv^d«, 
Mid vifbeu.hferifpeod^ c'qufd wft break off ^ 
. 4llQ ai«tQb» jMioy agcced-^&tipulat^ £iif bis 

fitnti Tlie iwelv.e«i0iitii elapsed, .k)V4id 
;,ie«ea oiore^evdrytvipcek & letter csKne tosii^ , 
Sir Fredef ifck A/Tfts settip^ 6i\i(;' and'ekrciy 
jUkorniuff^f^si'txn years, JSitiEkeiiiii^'s 
iiavtUiug^c^irfage xame to ihe.di^oF, (! snd 
.,Y«« dismitsisd/' ., '.'//...•. ,* 

VHow Mt9J8ingiar i^pre$e9ere ta/'iaM" 

llweJtiiii wiienlbe.did cone at las<?'f}c ! r 
^ ! . ?. He ineief Y-t-ief^jiirue/" hesitated AQfiik- 
licott, '' it would". iiavB: hfacn: tib 'tme 
itptrit i6 liavft weLcoBted *hiin witk 4 tfi>- 
imfsa4 but *bbt knek tbe^ i^Rnfi,¥^iijr,bd 
daily eaiefeacbgcd; oo bis fiddi<jr,'bj(.ntt| 
ibatsetatidie all. bis^better reBobaui;.9kt 
Juiew lie was. iui)uc1cil; drkijirn In hjrj MfiiL 
Cijidilfili^^.V Mrs;. I/^imac was boru ili ibe 
scbool «f iBtriguif/ she was»tb^ dau|^lrir 
o£;Lad9i S^§ai»^ wbo, ]^rb&{is^>eA£9iff(4 
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her ^6ni dm m attM, . Qfleaer thto ai^me^ 
credited wommn of too; but Lodimr 
would hire her, : though han immeose 
wetkh (ootwithstandiog, be was an ille- 
gimate ion) rendered bim Lodimar /e 
deslri. 'So/ says Melcour, anoouneit^ 
their nuptials, ' Here is iiofro<fy*s son^ mar- 
ried to evertf body's daughter!" 

'• But Lady Flwaff, sir/* said Mm. Holl, 
with a persererance that put Medlicotrs 
inventive and adaptive taienla to a Xet^, 
infiaiteljr amusing to Wolsey. *^ Ladjr 
JFioraf could'nt have been much of a girl 
when she did marry>-^tf she was ei^ged 
€tght jears, she mu»t have had a little 
nun's flesh about her.** 

" Very good," said Medlieott» •'exceed- 
ingly well judged. Lady Flora bad cer* 
iaiiily hursA the bud; aad^— she — he — 
therefore — Li fact, it was no wonder the 
iiedfur of DvJacoole^s passion did not 
vivify on the meeting, but he Jceptiokis 
iargaini aud she wan, just the wife for 
liun; she did not see, because sba would 
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of looking mioutelj into thtng^, in my 
frjeod Mri Tbrr I * 1/ said Jlf rs. Torr one 
dtftjrv 'whatever ibey talk of husbands^ will 
n^ver believe the doctor*a infidelity tiH 
I fee it/ ' Will you step thi« way ma'am^' 
•aid the maid ; Mrs. Terr dtdy niade %ip 
a Pamela bundle— quilted tite bou«e-<^ 
add dei.'fx mm the doctor after." 

'' I declare sir/' cried Mrs. Hall, " If 
a wife is to be ao better than ■ ** 

Mifdlicott interposed with^the amende 
houourabte, '' My dear nHi*am, your de« 
licacy aiKl feelitig is exactly what I ad* 
mire; I t^ouki have a wi^always^ kce^ 
the check^tring in her hatid^ and pull it 
pretty sharp too,, when site sees fit, and 
thaii there a no occasion to peep and pry.i* 
Mrs^ Hall was entirely appeased/ and ha 
porsueU^'* Rut to the husband, 1 reeoa^ 
w^d a liberal Uiaptitude; and I hate 
gmf^}f^uii¥^Hy on my side, a celebrated 
O^/nni.trian^ytho may botfst an Harleiau 
uitMQtilUi}jf$ mtk^iiMi^amSQt the eari ceit* 
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;ib»pfir««ualify:«lie!tde^if)<tere4/iif*if g^M 
;io, hide bit. daftoitasjv nit ' ftf»fai#Ymb \e in#- 
'fimir, rose / t«i Ibtire at a^'htnt' af- Mri. 
tHaU*!^ wl»i* was iso.enfi rely in' tb^ dai^lli 
4M(ta. bilisMe Mr^A|kdb€kill vi^as^ goit'.^ A 
talk learnedly .•> iShe/lhef^toi^ w^theA* 
2ina1i4^ a traiii^fioii ifMiVn oiidlidvtie^' io'Vj?- 
hibilor*^ 4Mi, MS^Kifiiad tlie^a^d' t^rieif 
ja ihSi dmvfhig- vomit, /be d^Mned %be 
•aboiuM b^^uheomfuble till she blskl ttu#s€^ 
-the i habv ; aiid pr<Haeecfifij|Qf to «ay i#4y 
^mithclbo4igh4 a^t»€>lbi!r in'tbat iitaalioti 

'm^heii ZeUica^bt*iher sb0 ftbftuM retkQ^ 
'T;emf ia^ \ On thr (titrea^ tn nlnyvslie runlg 
.tJiebi4J, aiidwd to <iie HiaHM'lia^ile^id^ 
> Detiri ibe tindur giil(t6 giw Mi^^&Mut^ 
^oii belt 64)|)«/ajfd 4elitl«'il|)p|fr gl#^ 
.l)rtt)g tbe^ baby iiifa^^lhe dliiKH«g^rooi9.4p 
ioe tfv jaiirse;" ^ A44d* tfcit^M,< aft#r gi^ll^ 
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ceeded to cement her intimacy with Ze«^ 
luca, by a repetition of ail sucii family 
concerns as she chose Co reveal^ in dis^ 
pite of the obvious irony of her auditorj 
and eventually of the coo/ nonch alance\ 
Zeluca rarely constrained herself Xo sur<- 
mouiit at drawing-room chit chat^ under 
the most imposing calls for partrcipatioDi 
And wben^ at \9L%t, Mrs. Hall became 
^utte fatiguing, Zeluca called Marianne 
to observe the baby's rescntbtance to the 
infant Hercules and the King of Rome; 
and leaving her io profit by Mrs. Hail's 
triumph, opened the piano, not with an 
futeiition to play, but to ascertain whether 
ka mediocrity should prevent her exerting 
her taleiits for the gentlemen when they 
came in ; but she thought it would do for 
her audience, and therefore reiervcd her* 
self forcing Miss Corben to sit down, and 
Mrs. Bessaly to extricate herself from ex^ 
posure, by fabricating a sprained thumb. 
And such was the specimen she gave of her 
powers, when she yielded at the allotted 
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ticile fo entreaty^ that Mr. Hall, isrbo hi^ 
Dot uttered a. ky liable but on tbe eatablet^ 
aaid that if he bad a wife that played 8g^ 
be should be afraid tbeboited at^ roast 
woul^ be mglcctrd. Zeluca was gra* 
tified, for the adniiratiofi was at sior 
cere aa if it bad been elegautiy express* 
ed; the rccoHectetd too, that be was 
Igf Jii$ * prof eif sun, clevuied abqve the ruft 
gan coasequently thai Jitt cocnplimeot 
fvirbs tpoUte, and she politely repaid it, with 
*' W^ep not/* sting iri her best style ; but 
she would ^ot bepreTjailed oti to delay bef 
depadjiire fioi^ the ^one Inose sqng' that she 
ift^asejrjieatly.petLtioned^for. She gave lb 
fhe expectatioa of seeing Lordxie' Words 
i^t.honie tlie import of an appdaimtnt f 
so repressing Mrs* HalPs-fiuiiiliaritj^ witii 
Bit kau^eur IbemosI CremiDg, shna^said^ 
ber health required attention; and looking 
at iier watch, added, that she bad already 
been out two minutes, Sindne&fii^. a half^ 
beyond the physician's limits; ' Wblsey 
eould' scarcely forbear a. laugh .mt tb^ 
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iipw'*f|^ jmd"f«T», witlr^rl»cb Mrs. Halh 
t^iok in -ibe'aeeuraciefi of 'ZelucaV de^ 
' lie aftr health, for i'f|)elitiqni; uor hardlyr 
CM)uJd Z'^lnca hcr^if; till her inock gca«' 
Vity, turned to ?eal \exatibn on MmJi^ 
c<iti's akrceplii^g ihc iiinier of the vehicle 
Wolaey ofieWd biiRfi;.; and tboiigli she 
carried off her Vhiifne by ludicrous con* 
gratulafiolis to Marnapne, ou the enier^ 
taining relations^ lier itiotber^» marriage 
Imd given h dr, y^t beiU)af ter contained not 
a few side strokes at Wolsey for obliging ^ 
Hbr to indirect apology teoup, vvho m\gi\i 
bfe afert in degrading her to ^«oeid(mg^ - 
medivcrUy. oBitt- tliatYear rendered 4)er > 
nibre^auti{)us^ xiot to- gtve Medlicotitbe 
codsequeoce of kibwijpiirft/'kiidiKe avert* * 

ed on icipendii^ c#piia^io»'«rf :Wblseyi*«/ ' 
by Middehlf baySi^gE.d'^Tl^se* people are : 
ihiinitabie, but,,0iituckJly;iM4f; ftjjiedlicott, 
tbttinefccrafa^citied if o^ uinv<mip^^o)ii/r ; it 
is.*, not TMra,j' ttiri*'fc*'*7/i»^K'«rlw^^ ii«4 * 
*singlmW/ mtA^ iJkb pntcddmtMib inUj^ ' 
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mantderife t&mparUtve BUperhr^tmtt 
detailing such inaccuracies that a mispro- 
nounced word puts one in terror of the 
multitude of trumpeters, who will, there- 
by* exhibit their own competence ; but 
^hey give an admirable finish to the wo« 
man, and dame in beautifully with her 
determination to be genteel, and io educate 
her children ; and qualify them to despise 
trade. Poor Mr, Hall! he is- — " 

VVoIsey interrupted her^ " A model for 
husbands.^ 

Wliether or no there was a shade of 
significance io Wolsey^s tone^ Medlicott 
kDew well it was his part to see only t 
trite jest. *' My friend here, Mrs. Wol- 
sey/* said be, *' is one of those men who 
should be made over to the widow Batson, 
to under^od what connubii^ tiibmbsion 
is. The captain, poor fellow^ neter carried 
hk ppint but once^ and that waa after be 
was dead; Mr«. Bataonalirayi accompanied 
him on board ship, an4 ils hfc wa^ iodoient^ * 
and ^be prc^oftioiiaUy actiw^ sk soma- 
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tiHfi«ito^themiq9|im4« and lie ^ir^ q^ 
Ijew^ for , i^9 or thr^e 49,yA togetl^er ; and 
^^A;|ie; went off iq an ^poplexj^.t^ 
wrtpped up, t|ie body, and resolv]^. bj» 
eiOjace^ing thef^veot, to retain the emolu* 
lufot; but tbecarcfise pftbe captain be* 
came so cursedly offensive it proclaimed 
i^iqd.dffuQC^, and sl^^ bad np alternative; 
'*f;TI)CFfe*f xried s]^, as she directed the 
sailors to .,tb|:c(w hiiO; overboard, ^f 9^^ 
IQn b^s gpt^e b^er of me at last !" 

■' Q gra^e where is tbj victory Y\ cried 
lYoUey.^ ," Why you .^pv^d have helped 
^ rector of £)UnfK>fr to. a new coflnncn- 
t|iry on fla\ old t^J/'; 

/'If bcf could, d^ise awil himself of it/' 
ceturned Mediico^^, /' \}\ii be is so terri-, 
fically afraid qf qpei^ng, bis lips^ except 
iQMi that-r wbj( \^e§bould not have beard, 
the. sound n/ his voice^ . if Mrs. Wolsey'a^ 
and ^iss pqrh?;i'9 music had not charmed 
bii9 ipto spefc|i/' , , 

JVtariaJin^ eo^braced a PAP^^i to hint 
that, shf thought her, reMipns bad afr, 

T0L« III. Y 
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ISrdM^rtri j^Meni *fibifj^. "^"^I^ H^m 

^jLo^l Was r^beni^spbs^-tdliiji^patjbke 
tMlh; than womter il Win.*' Wofeiy 
dirtTflj l^e'cami^ stemrlHe that Maria^Bne, 
without havifig'aiiy- affectioA'ftn- the ob- 
ject, imirt ^Jel 'tlW Ufttire^lmfcltfratdy 

tlai Hal^ said pr6S^¥k fOm^ u iem\h\e, 
though W plain liiair. Whtit, afi(#licr anec* 
doto in point, Mt^dlicott— by heavens 
yoa are inexhausflbtel" '* I anha tDcre 
r^petitionist,**- cried MeiWfcolt. ^' Ladie9^ 
you will bear me out> Bid you Bot hear 
lifrs. Hall say, ' dii looking op at the 
iVamed and glazed fox-chkie^ * Ah^ Ma&ter 
Htynolds, are^ypu there !*- I protest a( the 
mooient^ I thoughf'^er* apostrophe had 
Vben to the artist instead of the animal !'* 

Mafianne, ktugkingfy, denied the pos- 
sibility of her becoming n voucher for 
hh ^'eracity^ bul Zeluca spoke to the same 
effect^ with^such re]c>e//tft£^ hauteur, that 
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lAfedlKoiil dtsfaiajed,r|rall6dHtothiiBd tini 
'Mtl Bff9mif}iAd t«(rodiiQed bb^ relatiiDi|- 

^ )imd til^tn forcm pM wati^^tialr jftiiCi- 
dfidd«cii)hal>4bttte$ep4ed ,A^ tmdi^uU fi utO- 
(ff^f49drm^«%Qiiitfab mdi^iiy isbe^-acitlhii- 
.«nd:il# ikb^^^UMlt ;; lodiieitiid^aYMDcd ifex 
«Uik# to^p^ot .ibff f«beisxidt&)^ftar toiec- 
[idoMejlttiitisteereckclelur of^U pt)ssH)Iei^ob. 
iftoofif dMR^Mi Mrv Bq^flai^; Bub Bkllfiil 
ato^^».;vl^aftvfniilei^*ph€9rii% ,»iid JMf$p1i}i^ 
^meUIiDulbe ilii5i4i^ar«bifa!|tf flfi tbdse tc waa 
d»S'^ catting. 1<» #oaoHiaie^ dbe lOBverloofcod 
4ifff QOWliryBefls in .karai^ roupk^ Mi^ 
iGooben'a miUical takotB with Zeluca's, 
*ai]dli, i£oiite^ii<iv%» (fab iC^Hkeavoiits at 
artMutdiat: !it|3le^»utisii^CJce8sfuU' 3je sim 
'iWdy^-meaetmisld.UBtitimuA Aiismtdtai 4Bbni* 
,ti^ inl^id)^ prabsiMe cause ^{rZ&Vac^^ 
juiddeii and • complete tif^raeimisness'; 
-and AtHd itoeaarredlo btmy 4but %he hml 
'.ealled to miod lMs«iiirm0f>pbeti€atit»ib<iia 
. tooMisa J^mcmd, m pact atc|har wj>enoe ; 
V % 
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uid M all his hopes e( the h^iren wert 
fut an end to, by her becoming L^dy 
Diiwlisl^ b« was ^lad tortakie bU reireoge, 
%^a revocation of hit professedadmiralidn. 
So making some vvbat an abrupt transitioa 
to Deceboroagb, b^ enlarged .00 the 
lady's crvduliiy, to; darifing gratitication 
from bis bitter irony; and from whence, 
V9evi on to state tbe wretchedness of Sir 
John, with bis wife, which admitted of 
little exaggeraticm ; the important proo6 
being pobliCy ;tbat Sir John was forced te 
commit bis daughters to their ^unt^scaf^ 
as it was found impossible foir^ the saaus 
bouse to contain them and their new 
, mother/ who conceived sbe bad such 
right to complain of her bosband^ ptrti* 
al tty, if he exceeded the stipulated time af 
seeing them twice a year, that more fre* 
quent meetings were by stealtt. Biit, 
: though pique and defeat qualified biiu to 
embellish, n^st ludicriot^ly. Lady Daw- 
lish's most ludicnous^attempts to place 
; herself cooapicously om^ftfe^and til-used. 
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fsttfuraUle sIrAfleoojp' v lo :idAHe€tU^ihat^ 
pjftesf; , And , be dti)eivi(}id^«Mr iZehici 

that fimihm AiiiIb liadB^ \bsa^tt»d hm >8fiih 
Ibi' fd^4»afd2jhBiieifep«2bgTO>ci)iideiiliiktioii 

ti»^profH)bivm FjTij^ ditticnt/iaiid^apeH' 
k^y.th^^efdre; tbeaii^litedeat'hofrie/^Htt 
•liodniil tfdi«^ itnit ifrfis \fimY: rotbMm}^ 

ftrs> m HM)daEl tablet be iifioii Ld> Ue m^lbofiMMl 

fd.:iiUit$ of mcUiBiaib . « Bui«aU ::Ji|ltliy^at9 
ildtiio«i#'>fci]^id||8 vterei>ldMtpell«di^dll'4n<e^i 
ii^tJbc diiawn%^roofn>f»rtbeir^i9«(tS^d«to> 
T^#ffde^ im^iti^ look 'ivrilb-Wbieb bifl 
^^tfrd »« p fo^ jreeeive tbein; proved, in tM* 
t^^opittifiiideiif ^xpeHat^ionit'^^ ^^r c^m^^ 
%toi»^>I iU»£t|]e)Tif}gbM <|»9«kMdf9itt ^^ 
r 3 
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'graces 6f fr<4ic and vitftdty, atdmr^ieirt 
% momeot^t piiuae^ the entered on^ Im toiy 
of her viiil ; MariHanetlirttiik fmoi ketug 
degraded^ through her ielatio&%:tii ite 
eyes of Lord de Worde, »Hi so^;e8te<^ 
though with a forloro bi^, that Miss 
Ciorben was a prd.tjr and a genteel gurl. 

''Ob/' cried Zeluca, ''MiwCorbea I 
must not menttoD, I should rdn tlie risk of 
exhibiting ent^, forbermusteal tkill is 
on a par wUh mine, and, I am sure, my 
dear^ where your relations are, her eapa* 
biliCy to amuse will never be brought 
forward. Now^ mj krd*— •" but abo 
paused abruptly^ for the perceived tb* 
roused Lt>rd de Wbrde from a ra^rie^id 
which be had not taken tbe slighest heed 
of the ignominious defaikiiee in geatiii^ 
in Marianne's kindred. ^Ue percai^iedtt 
100, and witbaiseffious snitfe, sndaaim^ 
pre8^i%e tone that made kia apofogj said> 
«— •* Mrs Wolsejr, forgive raaf lf> 1 am 
absent in )our presence, believe n)e you 
"^e^e pjrestenlto a^ thOughta; add 1 should 
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hli tmf» InteiiiledoA you to n\^, wfien 

ab occorreoce the most pai^fa l '* 

Good God t Hhit bos happened f' in* 
lerrupled Zduca, *^te\\ ine-««^do tell me, my 
lord K she added^ quite unconscioas of th« 
uosttitablenesB of the eager intereH timt / 
WM more strongly displayed by the crim^ 
son of hel* cheeks. 

' '* I dare say/* said Wblsey, before Isord 
ie Woride could answer^ ^ nfoihlag hM 
oei^rred relative to you. Ito'you i^isrh 
to speak wMi me, my lord i^" he eon€lad^> 
discarding his ot^uat &tniliarlly^ ^ 

; ** Nothing tbsff relatea to tue^Y^ crteft , 
Eeloca ;: bat correcting' hlffsielf, she coinN 
tinued in* a scibdaed tone; '^' Does eVery 
thihg'Cease to ititerest a woman when $b« 
becomes a 'nife f**— ^If So— then a hw 
botid— ' — '^ But'fbereslie finaHy- slopped/ 
g^in^ a^ much^ signiftcan^ee to her mean*- 
ing, as- any words could have d<Mie by the 
glance she directed fromWoUey to AJa^ 
tianntr 
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asked' W.oU^iimpeiuoiisiji'.ji ^'difbtt n ■ ■ » '*^ 
'' WeU> Jet tte nwWff i*ro^/'r,ftitfcBji»ed 

{A»*d de WwA^t «mpic^ilM>.)(]|' ^r^ti4 
irais »ot iiktly^to be-jitfeiaigtbw^ fey. aiu 
planatkH). ' ll^» )if(^ g^)M»Qi0g> !04 . €i^ 
countenance befoie him, ^%tifi^4 i?^iJii¥)08 
by «ii>ni^^ie kid #<iqttliiiiff f^^ii^tp torn- 
ll»nit»fif'U> Wqtjfy; lli*^;ey^ni,!he .^nifc 
td- announce; (be .^)d> wj^§ t|iHijs4(>. <H«^ 
riftg^i wbi^b^dtt beifrf t»fce plu^fV ^iir^ltijr^ 
as it httd gc>te tuPbfar .for leeiMailbMoii; 
^ itfiii'^tfvif^ «PQMrU^ l^ijjejtllit^. times 
Mfied •iri^.c^NtowH; wntw^lndftflftliopij . mit 
I^tOf4r^df^,y^rde,^€mf^\»(hA vv*ife iffipf^i^^ 

fi^rwW^ he^i'el^flM^)li« g|tiiitttde-.witfi| 
a* *iwe>%jthM |piv^>i?r«^j))fi,iil|isj, ^fh 

and . uf)f q*titQcaU.^d. cwi , ^o^^ V andj 
Zeluca's^part^ followed up with a miiij^^^^yiA 
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#f iqiK'stion^ which jLord de Worde 
mnswered With a cdneiifeness that proved 
his ifilerna) dUcoo^pofiure. " Airs. Mai- 
thus/* said he '^is e»>nfrated from aA 
blame — brighter intelle^ woold not ha?e 
developed the artifices so happily practised 
by Lonisa^s stmjdMty. The Genltemad 
is Mr. Gallianr. 1 expected, wavering^ 
'acicidental-^unwarranted love— hut thi* 
is a selection I was not prepared fon 
So much for an education that I mtscal- 
eulated on, as at least giving seIf*con« 
seqaence, if neither the hearty nor the 
mind were benefitted ; but it is the self^« 
consequence that has rendered flattery 
indispensable^ and any flatterer ^accept* 
able 4" But suddenly recollecting that 
it wMf fruitless to eitcroach on sympathy^ 
he pronounced a hasty 'good night/ and 
yent off in a burry, that Wolsey thought 
left something uasaid, be meant to say ; he 
called after him, but Lord de Worde was 
oof of hearing, Zeluca's sparkling eyes 
iteclared ber conviction^ that either from 
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|bf ing oil .ftUraclifie; qlg«cl» acoftfiHible i# 

jbesufe.sbe winild-b^l ^H^lf^c^^y b«ii) 
fbe cOQgc^tuMled b(St«€4( op Mne ¥i»o4ii|if 

^Hading marri|)ge might opqfhl^^^v-.ff^pfjif 
^ffectiHilLy to Afmi^tS^i ii4v^Mii|$e jUia» 
Jker atoti.1:. AH her wfeJ^L; kyijl : plans «f 
jw^eaniug Lord de Woi-d^/iom^ % laijeint 
liking to MarinrHif* »«Ml<ff po^fe^orf i^oft- 
ji^a's inNrenit uoU ;d^ri^t ^ciaifM/iO^r kifi 
affeciions fell tuilM grpijlfdioQiifipjiffajem 
she recollected: sb^ badrfkr(\Hgbt t|m ^yH. 
pn berse(f by sti«iuI^iifig'X#umfkjea|cm^ 
f he iiHernaHi^ d*iwm»wd«^ift{f piwfleii 4ift 

fif the'jwoiik fphiil|^.gHiMh#tAill<iom^ 
out. a prt^udicml 3t0Ql. Her.^^peir it^ 
unable to ^taa4 tbeishock^^fid malict^tui 
$atireoti the indelicate jsager^^^f^.^ixgiel^ 
to nunrrj^/prpjed ,il; but Mariabde'Ado^ 
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beU-WM^ at h(^} ri?ttirc(r*Ze1't<?&^<oiarlr 
iiidea\oirr' lioU W Betiily the rt^ ohj^tt 

k)»rf^d' Liuisa witlv ibe i^JJnni thai would 
Ra-ie^been Oiily nkl^id in vi'svfferer from 
l»i* wtecAtid&e^/'^*ilire*iV wHeii «he recol^ 
teWe3i^#»«tcl«rt*l#MieMlHf #>'be'ff^^ her 
p^m^imhedWimi^^; and tben h^iHg! 
no further pretence for ihe acrkiiony she 
itfifHt '(li«pla]f>W NJ^rlftf M j^'^he stayed, 
»he'pl^d%erf>W^*Mft6'f<>r*the tA^fti; nn4 
theyJeft* W^rtSeyr l\t fofloWed In aboat 
Mf^ty-Kott^^btit IkHHfd Marmnhetet?^ AfVl 
Bfai'iarrn6'lMi(i''qafJtl€kt her own room, ta^ 
let Ze}iA^krf#wahe slight ness of the par* 
t4ti^ii iiibdti*4kr< miitFess of ^evei^ word* 
that was uttered in *a Iffud kfy ; arid in> 
^^r/ sh^lnicfheifb ^routhfo(^ii worrying 
perseciitioii ofS4t**,^thMrrtn^ hoped by 
Hitradittg CO" pvti^ti^' her* release. But 
Z^uca httd' M(f«i^ h^r tyranny to ^in> 
Ml a3cefidafli;^''^i*oj^tioned' to the' spirits 
of tudttmfice'in >i^ htfttiMe tftitagoftiet^^ 
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•nd Mamiifie*0 caoticm wm hMrd witk 
an intemperate " What care- 1 vrho heart 
me!' while taking breathy she conlinoed 
to Sufian, '' This I tell you« that I wtU 
not lie insuUed with impanitj — yoo have 
disobeyed my tirders^ and §haU make Ibe 
atonement in }oar power: it is now 
twelve o'clock, and n9le«i y<>fi beg my 
pardon on your knees^ oat of ibe blouse 
^ou shaU go.*^ 

'' Good €rod> Zelucfkf* mid Marianne, 
but her voice sunk to aa inedible murmur 
from mingled trepidation and dii^uat; 
whik Susan energetically aaid^ '' Indeed 
ma'am, 1 bad no thoogbt of ofiending, I 
put by myaleeves to alt4*r your lilac dress ; 
and I meant to get them done before I 
called you to-morrow/* 

" Yt», I know yoi^ di4~-I know well 
enough you like to put new sleeves on 
all your trumpery at my expencej but you'll 
do it with the additional 4Bati8faction of fly- 
ing in the face of my orders, with your 
eriomon limbs uncovered to strike mjr eye*. 
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ft w<fiiM be no pain to yim tbat I shouU 
^giTe birth to a girl with 8uch a pair of 
arms; that's your plan I know^-the fact 
isj if I don't cow jou^ joull domineer 
ov^r me. Three times was I sent to this 
4nornii}g, wliile my company, (a nobleman) 
was with me, to attend on you** 

''You desired me ma'am^ when I hi^ 
re¥ersed the ribbon before the lace-' " 

'' Pfeace/' iolerrupted Zeltica^ "and 
sAe«»you attend to ray desires. I desire' 
you now to ask^ my pardon on your knees ; 
— no; I koow you qif oid, yefu had rather 
I a6kedy0ur'6;'* but Zeluca's kst words 
were efibetual. * Susan sunk on her knees 
just as Mafftanne advanced to Interpose^ 
and Marianne then turned to quit the 
room^ with feelings pf disgust she could 
not conceal> w^ife she was struck as she 
retired by the lowered tone in which 
Zduca said, '* Aye, cry, J shall never ask 
y^sur {^rdon ngain, y^ur reign is over/' 
3But at sight of Wotsi^ at the head of the 
stairs, Mwianoe jretariied to apprise ZSe- 
you lU. X 
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laoa of hb tpproacb, who, as sIm b<^iei 
permilted Sumii to rite in the nklst of 
-an haraegue. 

<'Wbat is the matter?" said Wolsej 
«s he eotered ; *' are jou unwell^ mj 
love?'' But be looked from Zeluca't 
untouched dress, mod Marianne^ inad- 
ioertently io her dressing-gown, to Susan, 
lit tears, and bis wife's countenance, and 
in a very difl^ent tmie repeated, " What 
can the matter be ?" 

. '^1 have no servant to undress me/' said 
2<eluca, " she has been dressmg herself 
inrtead/^ But the momentaiy shame that 
was distinguishable to her explanation, 
passed off, on Susan approaching to do 
her office. " No,*' cried she, *' keep your 
distance, you attend upon me in the dress 
I ordered you to appear in, or not at all.'* 
and she seated herself in the attitude of 
defying decision. 

^' Why did you go out," said Wolsey, 
truly v»ed at the resii// of her neglected 
^^j, "contrary to jour orders?'* 
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'^ 1 did not go out, sir, and I should 
have done my tleeresas my miitreiS'^-— -'* 

Zeiuca interrupted her^ and with the more 
malignity from seeing WoUey't eyes direct* 
ed to Susfin's arm>«nd the scar on it at the 
mention of sleeves. *' No/^ cried she, 
directing suspiciosi qpite another way, 
''No, there are things sometimes ione at* 
kom€, to which going out, contrary tot 
orders, would be venial ;-^no ;. she did not 
^ out — I dare say, my order 9 to go out 
would have: been disobeyed for Aer oeeii* 
potion 9Xhmrnr I but l-^I will be obeyed," 
she repeated, in a. more ai^ry key, prov- 
iBg to Wolsey excited suspicions, that 
she had nothing to alledge. " I will, om 
DO point, yield ray authority, and '* 

\ Mariamie embraced the ennventeot op* 
portunity for interposing, ^' No, cer* 
tainly,*' said she. "And as Susan has 
disobeyed, let me offer you what assist* 
ance you want to iiigbt. We shall tot be 
a quarter of an hour," she added, lt>oking 
at WoUtj^ '' I am very expert!" Wolsey 
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disappeared on the instant^ attering an 
indistinct^ but emphatic sentence ! 

** Now/' resttoied Zel^ea^ to Susao^ 
" yon fancy you are necesMry to rae — that 
1 am dependant oo yoU'^—b lit no^ tbosgh 
I do give you wages^ and clcrthes^ and 
boards and lodgings and know I have a 
tight to make you my Tcry slave^ you are 
DO more to me in the creation than a very 
worm ; stand there and see Ihat I am as 
capable of doing without yoo^ as if I bad 
been brought up on charity, or in a work* 
house!" Marianne profferfd assistam^^ 
but Zeluca haughtily, and repulsiYely 
declined it with a 'good nighl,* thztdklat- 
ed departure ; and she accordingly left her 
folding her things with the lucety of ha* 
bitoal practice, and Susan standing bj 
in the most painful sense of idleness, 
listening to the sarcastic cutting inuepdo*s 
Zeluca only desisted from; to gire them 
the additional effect of occasdonal respite. 
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** T%e tears capricious beauty loves to shedj 

The pouting Ltp^ the sullen silent Tongue 
May wake. Hi*' impassioned lover^s tender dkready 
Jind touch the spring thai tlasps his soul so 
strong. 
Bui^ ah ! beware the gentle power too long 

tViil not endure the frown oj angrif strife^ 
He shuns contention and the gloomy throngy 
Who blast thej'tys of calm domestic Life. 

• Indiffierenct comes the abandon'* d 

heart to ciuimy 
Asserts for ever her repulsive reign. 
Close followed bif Disgust and all her chiliing 
Train.'^^-^MBs. Ticbe. 



Notwithstanding yfoisey cm- 

sidered Lord de Worde's friendship im- 
mutable, and believed that constitutional 
pride^ and sclf'cstecm, rendered him secure 
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of Zeluca*s fidility; yet he could not 
have i^itoessed her interest in a man who 
of&Q reiioquished all that was gaj and 
seducing io societj, to eiiliven their re* 
tiremeut^ without uneasiness, and without 
inquest into the feelings that swajed her, 
had not a certain indifference to the mi- 
nute and indefinite testimonials of favour^ 
that are so important to impassioned 
affection already taken such root as to 
make him feel the possibility of being 
callous (o all actions in a wife that did 
not essentially wound a husband's honour. 
And sometimes even he reasoned on that 
arbitrary decree that adjudges disgrace 
io a husband on a wife's guilt; uucon* 
scious, while he still felt it imperative, that 
regret at its inconsistency is the first step 
to disclaiming its omnipotence. Anger 
^or contempt towards Zoiuca, scarcely 
ever failed to ensue from Lord de Worde't 
presence; but it vanished with tlie passing 
provocation, or only served to heighten 
the regret with which ha admitted that 
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ikmlar enttefemcnts^ had lur^d Mm^ into 
love, and into belicTring he had excited it;^ 
while he ioterually decided that all regard, 
all aflfection, all solicitude, was in Ze^ 
lucft, referable to 9e/f^e tm& self-love 
alone. Marianne, on the contrary, vrasi 
too aoxioiis^ and too re^lrless on the effect 
of Zeluca's fastinating iirfluenee to eon* 
sign to oblivion, eooduct and deport- 
ment, she believed it impossible for Lord^ , 
da Worde to pass by without deriving 
some impression from. She often re- 
curred W4th tears to past scenes; none of 
Zeluca*s traps for applause and approba- 
tion escaped her observation, and she wag 
aware of the motive of her rising from 
breakfast one mocning,.to ms^rk some pastii 
ages in one of Lord de Worde's- fa- 
vourite authors, ^ bile Wolsey only be- 
came sensible of her occupation, on hear- 
ing Marianne reply to the requested loan 
of '' Caleb Williams." that she had sent 
it home before break fa^* 
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'' Lai well/' pursued Zeluea, ^ leui 
me anj novel yoa have." 

Marianne answered trulj, that she bad 
not any one. 

''That is verjr likely!" returned Ze- 
luca. 

" What are jou turning novel reader," 
asked Wolsey, '' after constantly packing 
off my favourite works, lest you should 
be suspected of looking into theni/' 

'' You had much better have accused' 
Marianne of being a novel reader/^ an- 
swered Zi'luca, ''she would out read 
Lydia Languish herself; tife sarcasm 
does not attach to me who never look into 
01^ that is not recommended by tho.se who 
luiow how, and will take the trouble to 
select for me.'* 

Wolsey shrugged his shoulders. " How- 
ever se/ec< your literary jac kail may have 
rendered you, you asked for any one ju%t 
now, and impeached Marianne's veracity 
DO declining to supply you;*' and be 
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spoke with the irony he thought due td 
the self-sufficiency with which he welt 
understood she notified Lord de Worde 
to be her caterer. 

" Well^ that's excellent/' Zeluca cried, 
*' I reprobate trashy and you couple me 
with lounging library Misses ; Marianne 
passes her whole life in Castle-building 
over navels/ and the first joke at her you 
resent as if I had destroyed her reputation* 
But so it is, when w^e hate people we can 
alwayslnvent a cause of complaint against 
them/' 

" t never thought of complaint,'' ex- 
claimed Wolsey, *' in my opinion the 
habit does not deserve reprobation,- but 
you are/' — be proceeded^ raising his voice, 
'^you are/' be repeated, dropping it again, 
" so extremely sensitive it is dangerous 
to utter a word, if ft is not a compliment. 
What has hatred to do with the ques- 
tion ? And as for complaint, she is the 
daughter of Nox, and I would discard 
her for ever, did . I not know f he was a 
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Bworn ally of yoar's/* Zelaca's eyci 
ilasbed fire, but before the could fpeak, 
a rap almost iiistautly followed by Lord 
de Worde, dispelled sneers, and passioil, 
and proved hit entrance would bring ber 
to temper; for which, in the preaeiil in- 
stance, Marianne was thankful^ as to be 
the subject of a quarrel, now, that she 
daily witnessed proofs of Wolseya dimi- 
nished forbearance, waa most painful to 
ber, though she well knew the source of 
dissention was inherent Though Zeluca 
was disengeuerous always from habits and 
by system ; she had not temper to render 
her duplicity always efficient; the smil^ 
and volubility with which she greeted 
Lord de Worde, passed into a very for- 
biding expression of countenance Oii her 
observing he was struck by Wirfsey's 
muttering ("cursed art!") though he pro- 
ceeded to answer the appropriating que- 
ries she put to him, without intending to 
hear, till she obviated bis intention^ by 
enclaiming, ^' There, my lord» that i% to 
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fob me of mj only friend; Mr. Wolsf^ 
is now practmng the art %vitb which he 
ftignuitises me, in hopes to siuk me in 
your esteem. I am insulted with com- 
parisons^ that before I married^ I never 
tbougbt a gentleman could utter; if I 
acquiesce^ 1 am called artful^ if I contend^ 
it may cert^ily be alledged against me 
that 1 grow warm; that is too true/' 
she uttered^ with returning placidity^ 
seeing the sojtening effect o( admitting 
her foible in Lord de Worde's counten* 
ance. '' Too true, that mjr precipataiion 
leads to futile repentance — witness my 
wretched marriage V* 

" .Wretched beyond all excess of 
wretchedness! proclaim it! publish it} 
I will echo you !'* exclaimed VVolsey, the 
more . indignantly^ from being awar€ he 
appeared the aggressor to Lord de VVprd^ 
^ tootrve indeed, repentance is ineffectual, 
but*' proceeded he, derating his tot» io 
the vehemence of accusation, ^' you ought 
to bemabaoied to say 1 baye resorted ii^ 
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tomparisons unbecoitring a gentleman; 
you ^h6 80 often lose all trace of the 
ladj. Bpt it is the pitiful siible/fage 
^ef wily manoeuvring woman^ to take up 
some uncourtly phrase^ and divert at« 
Mention from her own provocations to an 
hasty expletive^ or extorted denunctition. 
And what have I said/* continued Wolsey, 
believing, as he recalled what had pa^s- 
ed, that nothing gross had escaped hiro, 
V what have I said f he repeated precipt* 
tately, as Lord cte Worde's lips unclosed, 
to put an end to the fray at so advan« 
tageous a point of time for Zeluca, "4«W 
nie, what have I said?'' he urged detei^ 
tninatetv, ^^here is Marianne>to iroacb 
for all I bat passed.** 

'^Ha! ha! ha!" la^jghed Zeiuca, ♦'fair 
play is a jewel all the world over. My 
lord, do you authorise two to one ?*' and 
her look at Marianne indicated bo much 
of the pride that wcruld not 4:ompTain| 
blended witli .the sense of injury that had 
« tight that Lord 4e Woxde did not 
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iiKMid^ *«fae djE^iMd to be as speci&e at 
Vfohej r^quiFcd. But Wolsej^/liowevef^ 
CQOsetoufi that b^ vfm often forced to de*i 
^d ibe oadrifii^e of politeness to passion 
hy ^l&diugu\h^i $ujffkritBg, vfhHtevet a, 
man's rank or habits^ levels distinction^ 
could not inbinit to a charge of vulgarity 
wbeD be belited be bad not even violated 
deeoritm. "No," cried he, scarcely: 
admitting Zeluca to complete lier s^ntenccy 
•*.No/' cried be, " jqu vi^ould rather have* 
isecouraie to an insitjiouf. insinuation^ than 
cepeatif^bat is n^t r^fteatable to^a?er})i«r- 
poBQ,. but I vriil^ i)e Worde, I pledge 
j0n my honour that I giv0 you, in this, > 
thesotesi ground of her. accusation. She 
used theAvfor4 so aato induce roe to retort 
that ean^^inivmsi the daughter of Nox, 
fltod her sworn all^ !\* ' 

* For shonoe llor shame !" exclainfied . 
Lord de Worder •' Tbi« is ' three, weeks 
aliet^masriag^/ with a vengeance-- ibis* is 
rttorti ai^d replication about a phrase— a 
W4if{d^a nQih\B%, that makes a baud at 

VOL. III. A a 



d by Google 



f66 i^EbtJCik. 

thvAs, a magnanhnoui-'(5«ti6e of contra- 
tion. iVIiss Bessaly, I have it very much 
at heart to instil the adtite we are too apt 
to turn a deaf ear to J nev^ heecfme um- 
pire between them, but join with me 

' Wolsey interrupted bim^ for he saw, 
with pain^ what ZeluC^ beheld wilh tri- 
umph, that the prying }ook' that aeirom* 
panied his advice^ cou^itutecl It scrutiny, 
^ But she must turn unipire sometimes,** 
cried Wolsey. " And so, my lord, must 
you. Virtual aspersion is convgred in a 
word— a phrase — a /ooAr; and I should be 
destitute of the feelings of a min, to sufier 
Miss Fessaly to be stigmatised by stis- 
picions-that ^luca ihinks wilt be ii suf* 
ficient exculpation of ail Iter enormities. 
Every sentence shalF be repeated, and 
every comnfieht on it, before you came In, 
and you shall then judge/' ^^ 

" And every look/* cried Zeluea, witb 
mingled trepidation and passion, '' fbr I 
agree with you» that ?oqA:s convey fake- 
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h<Pod imd trfettcbdry* io^^^tfg ekeri6%e4 
friends; and so da ttn lies'; 'Mariann€>*« 
smiie is jou'f eveidattiog theme, aad wheo 
^11 tel\ ofvu ^ dmgreement/ add looks 
and smiles, and^—and — " (a sudded recoU 
il^;t(M 'disjpf rsed Zeluca'sliesHation) and 
'/add-^Marianoe's can/€8sfons— add, that 
when' she kad gonei ^oo far, she tovk blame 
to herself ioi haying-created dissentior^ 
freitweil us/*' i 

Mariafifie burst into tears^ and feeling 
all the diificiilty, and indeed, impossi* 
bility^f ^xtrksltik^ berself frpm Zkskiea's 
kii|(iitali(ttis^ said,, iiopelibssly, '',Ob, Ze* 
ktea, h<m ^^iany^ti so pervei4 facts f' 
* While 'Wol«pey, 4itf,tbe sam^ moui^iit, 
ttclainied " By heavens yo\M have uttered 
t^base a lie as ever disgraced a demon." 

" 1 cau repeat her very words/* cried 
Zeluca. ' 

. '* You caiv*t V She- never 'Uttered such 
a falsity/5 ifetoJtcd WoUey, with the 
energy of unimpeacbed veracity. 

*/ \'«s^" -cried MarisyiiiW '^ I felt my- 
Aa2 
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lelf ^ culprit, when an iaVitatton ffom Daj 
tfncle occasioned—" 

Zeluca iuUrxuftcd her, *' Now, mj 
lord, I guard you againt ^UaliJlcMtiMi 
apd 

Wolsej would not let h^t.ffcic^; hn 
a Toice that overbore hef't, be elielaibitad, 
'' You shall Bot avert this eifplaioatiOii, 
I recollect pow ■ ^ but b^ stopiied, 
for Lord de Worde spoke, and, though 
is a lower tone it comoiaiided. bis im- 
patient attention, ^' You told me/' aaid 
bis lordship, ''I ^»al become. HQ^pirs 
belwejtH you and Mri. Woh^; biit.jott 
have almoM led me into the impertineiictf 
of t:reating mjself jmlge o^ex Mim Bes* 
laly ; surely you must be diitressteg ber« 
while overlooking tbe situation in wUch 
you place me.*' 

Marianne had, from the first, beKelFe4 
it was in vain to ceunteracH Zeluca*! aim ; 
^e hud constantly met Lord de Woirde'i 
searching.eyes, if sbe raised b«r own, and 
sbe si^w .not|^t4i|; in his fhoU t^ebuke to 
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ffMifey, %Wt a compftssionate wis-i trf 
reKeve her^ffom listening Whii cvomid 
coutempt; she' did lajed, however> %!!' 
the dignity of innoccfftci^; ii> replying; 
'*You judge rightly, mjr Iwd, that no- 
tbiDgis so disireissHtf^as ealumiiieft that 
defy: reftitatiooi though they fcave not the 
slightest foundation iii truth ; and hy stay- 
ing to hear them, I do but encrea«e the 
pain of your situation asiwell as my own, 
^hile I am restraint oayour free opinion/* 

" By heiivferis,iy(Hi shaft •not go!" cried 
Wol^y,, 'stqiping betXteen'her and the 
do0r> *'yo« shall liot- lei her cunning 
overwheJm you whfcn y^^tirev^^ action ia 
immacufate. c"D«? Wordfe/ ai> invitarion 
Iii9& ^had'i 'fNiyaboutr as ;ii^ukl, came 
firpn^ MdfiitmHe*s%inefe^ atid*tb^re lay her 
eonpision o( turpitude^' ! * 

'^Kay, Ifet'ipe -go,'' continued Mari*' 
attinc, **it is to «tme, not altercatiofn, I 
look for Justification. - 
i ^'Qb, if you go,» cried Zeluca, ^'foii 
caanat put tato Jiia nu)ti4b* anothersuetf 
4a3 



d by Google 



admirable explaaaUoQ* Yet-ji^ see^'iSli 
wifhei to ga," pursued she t^ WoWj, 
«*aficl opportunities caouot be wautiog f<)[f 
coDSultiiig her will and interest in the 
same bouse; even if you are linluckjr 
during the dajr, a bed^r/oom Gonsultatioa 
can easily be ttianagedj^ bj her slipping 
out in her dressing gown at night/' 

{Vlarianne looked a moment in surprise, 
so did Wolsej^; and Lord d§ Worde ob- 
serving the consenta|ieou« movement^ 
turned short r0ui^ and walked to the 
window. But Wolsejj presentlj found 
speech; and be would be faeard^ though 
Zeluca^ by anomalous charges^ by.ag* 
gravations inttrrupttoiis^ m\di itouyi 
sought \o impede and bt*wild^r bi$)£ ai«i}j 
though Lord de Worde repented that he 
was too uubkilled in aibitratioa to be 
umpire on such drl;cate questions. Ma- 
liaime Lad Meyer breu seen in the dia^ 
habille Ztluca ho insidipuslj aliudtd io, 
but «n the e^eniiig vihen she interpfvsed 
)|€tw««^ her 94id Susan> m^s bad eitbi:f 
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«HteiM Wobej ^ter necurrcd 16 it, so pre* 

domiiiittii^ was the ifnpresstoti Zeiuea*8 

WbiMiriour left. And though Loitl de Worde 

trmled at such an assertion, yet ^bea 

Wolsey went ioto minute detail— when be 

rekted (as far as be was quahfied) Zehica^ 

tyranny to ber laaid, and stated that ba 

luid left Marianne in the room with them 

both, while he descended till the stornft 

shottkl pass over Lord de Wprde's atten* 

thn, lost the »ignifi ant sarcasm with 

which h was fkvsi acconk d. Bat Zeluca's 

gatberiai; agitation was Booth«*d with the 

belief that all her transgressions would 

be rendered ireniil, by the wish to acqiiM 

that predosiimted ovef conviction of ht f. 

drlifM)U^ncy, when he answered WoWy'a 

tegrr a|)^)eal with, " Well, when Misa 

Bessaiy is traduced, she at least kno%\8 

Ivbo'e to seek a^ defender^ How do yoa 

plead wi;h a fee Wolsey, if on pure phi* 

lanlhroiy^ you aie such an eiiei^eiic 

advcfcate ?'* 

^ . '' Sucb an energetic advocate against 
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n wife/V added Zehica, ^^ lAiovtW mattij^ 
be lislcned to with some sceplicism/* ) 

VVplsey'« flashing eyes darted from' 
Zeluca*8j to Lofd de Worde's countenance^ 
but they sunk beneath bis steady glance^ ^ 
tnd a pause em^ued^ which he broke byt 
siying' with def-per a«iimogity tboiigh 
somewhat recovered ^temper, *' So it ii 
jour lordship's' opinion tl^t innocince 
should become the victim of mak>olence^ 
if so, you with all yourr— --" 

Marianne interrupted : Wolsey^ fof 
the dread' of the q«uarrel between tJ^m, 
toc^k' place of all other feelings; a^esaid^ 
Aat so for from thinking herselfi a victimy 
dhe knew that 2ielucals accuntionS' most 
all be put down to the irrttlLtion of ;tt)eaia« 
fnc^nt^ by one decisive prbof<*-4tbal;Hhe bad» 
the day -before, besought hejr to prolong 
her \isit with solicitations U was almost 
impossible to witlistami. . ^ ; 

: Lord de W orde ' liad' also the doj^ 
6e/brf, told Zeluca that he was going to 
Grey^lone^ and whether he felt that be 
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Biijf^ take t6 hfiMdK^ Tier Prlsh to detain 
Marianne in invrn> or that he was anxioui 
to seize the (avonrable opportonity for ter- 
mtnaiiniif a conte«t» ditetiMton woaM h% 
lure to renew, beembraced the first pasia 
h Wotisey's eager tllastrations of the proof 
Marianne had advanced^ andsaid^ " Then 
nrely if Mrs. Wokiey has suflSered tran- 
sient Indignation against ycm, to draw froili 
ber something harsh tofwards Mias Bessaly^ 
you are very wrong by this recrimfnalion 
to gi?e to what yott declare to be the taunt 
of paMiot), the aspect of a serious charge*^ 
AM his lordship proceeded to say, that 
he bad called so eaify to intercept him 
before he went to his chambers, ta order 
to consult him on (lie settlement ot Mist 
Cassilis' fortune ; for which, he added^ 
there was perhaps still time." 

** Yes/' cried Wolgey, *' plenty of time,** 
but he prevented Lord de Worde's reply 
to a question Zeluca put in an undertone/ 
by impatiently 8ttl3Jotaing, *' My lord, if 
yott apeak with me, it must be this iostaiiV 
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for I am iQ heste/^ ami led the^v^y tb hit 
vooin^ passing Zeluca with a sneer/ 

Crimson Yfm pale to the hue that flushed 
Zelaca*t cheeks — she jstepped forviard^^ 
paused—and stepped forward again, bai 
decorum fioally pi^vailed^ and instead of 
breaking in upon them, she ejaculated; 
that she would be revenged^and flew'up. 
ttatrs, where she instantly sat down- to 
ber writing-table and addressed Lord de 
Worde Sie declared ben i^Ueiiion tcr 
part from Wolsey ere another w^eek passed 
over her head ; and besought hin^to defend> 
ber, who had alienated all friends, for the 
vngrateful, faMe^s husband proved to^ 
be the bitteKest of>enenii^&: and kindlj 
feelings to Lord de Worde; gaining pro^ 
pprtional encrea$5e with her bitter animo« 
siiy to WolseV; she stated with animated 
^gnificunce, that the desperatiofi of u«- 
requilled love had been the source of ber 
marriage, and concluded with an enthu^ 
siasttc asservation that she , felt Lord de 
Woide.her ool) frieod* ,%A(i put jb^ fate> 
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ill hl^'handsl wh^h flnished, she read her 
leUei* v«ith the triumph • of casting off 
Wolsey with contempt ; and if that triumph 
wai a moment embittered by feeling that 
it*t^j» purchased at (he expence of be- 
coming a fugitive wife, and forfeiting 
the eminence of an unsullied name, she 
ACKressarily sati^fied herself by arguments 
tliat Were efficient with that tribunal of 
which she st6od 'in awe for reckoning up 
the nmn^ltMii ^ apostates from all that 
tirtue, arid eyen decency holds sacred, 
ilie saw t^lmt the world would award her 
higher consideration, if her offence was 
the 1^hi(flfe for exaltation to higher rank. 
But in that, i/afl the Korrbrs of uncertainty 
K^re included, and deepened by a sudden 
ilecollection of the eVils her epistolary pre- 
cipitfttice had brought on her^ and she 
fttiirg herself on the bed in an agoity of 
dc^tj'and unattainable revenge, thnt but 
ft^'tfcte relief of hysteric tears, would pro- 
bably '^Te produced appalling conse- 
quences in her situation. Tt \Vas true, sHe 
might g^rym the preference j(cotaprised 
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in liord de Warde'a refVainiDg.U>'eiii«A* 

pate Mari^nne^ where she was (k^ubles^ 

guihiess, but it was a preference) so unim- 

passioned, tii'dl^^h^ca, unable to tumil to 

the immediate account her fiery impeti&i 

osity required^ cursed the proud aod 

e^Kperienced hearty that would be more 

likey to repel, than repay the proffered 

tenderness^ in which, a Jp^ixtMr^ ^f woii^ 

or vengeance could bedete^tc^^ aild '' tiie 

pride that saves wouiao oft troip fc^Iling^'' 

again reviving, she tore the letter (into 

ten thousand piec^ ; uncotiseiow^ thai. 

in penning it^sbe provc^d her secwHty, 

was derived from L^^rd de> Wprde aldne, bjr 

the ascendancy of paf^sions that overbona 

every sense of disgrace short of hh re*^ 

jection. Zehica thus self-assured <bat: 

Wolsetf^s wife ciou^H only oj^^tajn e«qpire 

over Lord de Werde's hetrt^ibypi^c^ei^tu^t 

influence of whicti be himself waA odcxm^* 

sciousj re^urr^d to Marianne ^wilh a sort. 

of alarm^ les^ his quiescent arbitr.atjpiv,w&s 

indicative of secret interest^ and uo^Wa. 

t^ endiue ti^e bj^j^^^.t^gl;^ ^yl^i^ae. 
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e&ukl be lif^4 to Htmi ewmenee, to wbich 
she had found k impoiBible de sy guindir^ 
«he guffered a we^ryin^ suspence that aH 
her pfemediated ntftnmufred couM not 
sootfa; and eventuaU; gave vtnt to bet 
fseling^ bj seeking Susan, who waa ever 
a passive tietim under nH endurancieSw 
Marianne^ also took up ber pen the mo* 
ukexit sbe foutid herself alone^ to iaforni 
berinotfaeii'ihe should be at Comttlby tbe 
eusuio]^ week^ f^My. tat receiTe ter ^beix* 
e«w ^quitteid the deanery. Ti^ sceaa 
had hwnnp^iqgy that she r^tolvedtofly 
ffofn a wpttytiott of isiwl> idiegrada^ion; 
and tbe wish to ^capdlbe femonstfalRC^a 
mod ik^a^tttioQs cooseq^eiit^ oa a svp^ 
poised oflEehco, oloae p«e vented her inw 
mi^i^isAj setting out. Yat^ tboogb. ce» 
8#?«ed to go^ her teiera/ for «oim twne^ 
Mapinided the pr^reiss^ of her |etter« 
mkkn shetbodgMiof qoittiiif the dmkkmt 
meKptttubte pdteifuce of soaiAg Lord cBe 
Wopde'constantfy aad. fkatikiarty/ under 
t^ dreadi tad prognpsticatiottls 2!eluca's 
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devotecloesi allowed no respite to; a* plea- 
sci^e that bad impaired her bloom and 
spiri^^ and tbreatenrd ber beaUh ! If 
Marianne at first declared sbe could not 
endore tbe stigma sbe thought Lord de 
Worde san^tioiied> by failing to bint bit 
detection of Zieluca's aspersions^ intem- 
perate and pertinacious sorrow could not 
long suUj a mind so well regulated; sbe 
fecoliected that ** this world offers no 
evil so severe as to juirtify uncontending 
anguish;" and owned with contritioOj 
tiiat it IS but folly and bj^pocrisj^ to enter 
ori our mortal career with a professed un- 
derstandings that it ia an intricate avenue 
to a region of eternal bappineitf, and, yet 
droop at every inverse adventure. Re- 
signation always ensues, from aincere peti- 
tiona for it * consoling argumrats aug^ 
geste^ themselves to encourage Mari- 
anne to conquer her attachment, when 
ahe sought for them^ iostoidtof repining 
at »i»ki(ig in the favour of the object of 
it; and wl»m ahe recollected that Misa 
Cassilis' marriage had produced her a 
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great encfease of anxtetr^ thoiigb it wal" 
the one event she could have relied on^ al 
aathorising hope and expectation, she 
became sensible of the pfesumption of 
calculating upoa either joy or anguish^ 
from events it is so often the wiU of pro« 
videneii to render illustrative of the jin* 
fceeiiitj of human forecast^ aod^ instead 
c^ deploring Zeluca's insulting charges 
vithr bitterness^ she opened her ejes to* 
the benefits that might possibly result 
from them.. It was certain, thejr had re«^ 
moved her from a scene of temptation, she 
might not have: had fortitude spontanea 
oaslj^ to abjure; it was also possible^ 
that on reflection. Lord de Worde would 
see the extent of Zeluca's falsehood and 
craftiness^ and fix the^opprohiu^mop the 
real culprit^ and then she could not* but 
believe a more dangerous temptation to 
him, would be relinquished ; for spite of 
the aberrations from their own priiiciplei^ 
Marianne had witnessed in the most 
upright, she could not doubt be wodM 
bBS 
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be Mrnrded. by the defective morality of 
bis friends wife, to seek io general so- 
ciety for. am object of less dangerous ioter-^ 
est ; and soolbed and reassured she deter* 
(Dined t^ iucmpunt the dispo^dence that^ 
if visibte tn htr letter^ would embitter ttiift 
bappiiiesft of a meeting with ^ber belaVied 
toother and aunts.. The cbusii^ Vfett 
both right in imputing to Lord de WorSe 
a disioclioatibn to condemn Zeluca; wfaai^ 
ever was the impression he had received 
from her conduct. The moment he cloi^ 
•d the door oo himself and his friend, he 
charged Wolsej, though temperately^ 
decidedly with juitifyiog his wife's jea* 
lousy. WoTsey retorted thai l^t Jealoa^ 
i»as raised by the happiness^ and fiime^ 
and priispertty of eviry living thing this 
world cootaioed ; and added, that her 
ftiriations authorised his solicitude for 
any female that fell in bis way. But on 
^ question frona Lord de Worde, h^ 
J^wned, flirtiitioas that were confioed to 
iHia gav^ HO ttoeasine&d, as they r^ed no 
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^ftfin^ for hit honour and love had beei 
too long extin^uislml for- mnjr alarm (<l 
rekiiHile it. — - - 

*' Good God ! Je^ou makd (his aaer* 
lien seriously J on a mairiage not yet 
aeveo monthapatt I' asked Lord deWordei 

*^ldov** rttomcd Wolgej. 

jl profound silence was broken bjr Lord 
do Worde's'observiiigj ^ Marianne i»Uien 
Miked tn^ a daogetous^ situation : wearied 
•o the one bandbj^ iiijurioiiS' accusation^ 
ud aootlnng on the other by the animated 
skampionsh^ of a husband, who is «6tu^ 
t<^OWt» hiarepeatanceoChis cboi^e^-yOur 
boiis6jt««Oi residepce for ^her r 

** Would yoift have/ oie forbid it ber^V 
Cfied yfsia^j, ^^-r-dectac^ myself an Ado^ 
BIS, ..and a. 4Scipia combined^ and wafi 
her—'* 

Lord' ^ . Wordel interrupted him^ 
^No, yoordesireito itetaiu ber> issiitflct* 
•at warning from^yon; but ebe^isiiilex- 
perieaeed, and is not perhaps aware that 
such iDueodo'a as Mrs.. Wolsey's get 
b B 3 
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wk4, n0 #Be' tea tc^l faowf 8be mm^ 
ibef!efore« mtuvaU^ prolong her sttiy, mni 
somebody — any body — I could hint ■ » » '* 
.; WoUey stopped bistt, ''She is inr no 
dftnget*— sbe bas! not for^t^o none that 
9tte hds dot voUnt^Hly ettcoiiBilerefl^Mt 
believe me your quixotry wonld )» i& tin* 
weldome as Miperfluocis,'' . A 

n i.bord de Worde >^ailuKl flrinld)eiil|r. to tirM 
Mndow, hut notsiifficieBtljt sotoiCkmdal 
Ifaisefaiaogoinilm coiintenaii^eL ^ .1 : •> 
4)>VV4;4tsey obflerwed/ it^ and' ettfaaitwd 
^ By bf aveaCx >'<>** loVe^Kw tt ... * 
:t ^' I d^v'' Replied his firiead, taraiogf till 
upon him, " L haie JoogpMd fmdiy kii«dl 
h£tr ;. and'tttiult know oaiDrlMifcgroitfids 
you dm'!ar« thatjaibtht^ to . separaAe£ii^»> 
aa^! fi om y|iu> ifoukk \fe ouairclvpm^ tm 
her?" /, 

, '* MA8t;.\ rtpesalied Wn^hey, ^^mtkH^ — '' 
i ^' Welsey^f iulelrilu pled Laird diavWoalV* 
'5^1 co]f/(/ appfy tai ier, but; it: iaank»ra 
ootigeniiil : \y«thi wy frieiidaliip^ and oqr 
laalingft to itlk ^ou you* wMl aili^ tiw 
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jkniHi tb*-^'^ le broke off boi renamed, 
^ Tbe jBceae of this mormiitg bas tended to 
fitablUb, not weaken m^ ct>t>fideace it 
berfMtiliide^ aod^and may I own mj 
A^pet'of ber love^ foe I bave had aur 
i^tkious OfifHKtttnities, alid certara (o*- 
kens — ^'^ he suddenly stopped, b«ii after 
^iMitig deeply be a;gftiii resumed^ '' Tkuow 
jUie «waj.of raiik amd wealth, with, tht 
ipoit diatnterested ; yet I also kuow-^^for 
j( fael tb^ aocb advaliiages i§(uik Hito 
^ignificftiiee, put ia eompeitiioii witb a 
^laart Jhat ses^tds with sympatby t*^ ti ue 
Jl^ecttoii; ' Oh! wit& what delicHlus frel- 
fBgfi b»v^ ( tuiucd from osleaiatiou^ ov«iw 
IH^^'^ loetit, to .paint the happtaeii» of 
foppsing on iiilej:j'i(|y and truths too*h«b'^ 
tudi and unpretending to facile a^4o*tbt; 
and <rwihe tfaugba^e falsified my hopes/' 
lib|^ lit itiwordiy repeated, '' m ivarily 
mcouroged/' 

i ^WMh fe}ir64 and attention, Wolsey 
listened to an exptdiiation so* unfoieseeti^ 
Iwi bo 4iitafe<t not a ^oi4. 
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'' On wfant/' reramed Lord de' W^H^ 
** do you grojund an asfiertion so deroga* 
ioty to ler^ 8O«-*80— in fact, so utterly 
inrredible? Hiit tone denoted accuMtion> 
but it was accusation, marked bj tbe 
agitation that excites ajmiiath/ in tb# 
^geijeroHs. 

And Wolsey not only kept his temper^ 

but, the evidence of imprwhnt passiovi 

ln^hteh he had held so. sacred, spmitant*^ 

0U9\y offered itself to appease the suspense 

lie had created^ and without- considerrn|^ 

i^^hetlier hia communication waa strict!^ 

justifiable, he signified ihal he* was in 

possession of f roof 8 thai he might- onr^ 

liave av sailed himself of Marianne's love. 

* If,'' said he, '* I had not been faiK:!^ 

Dated — htwitihvd." 

" Froofs r\ ci led Uird de Wo^de^ 

/' ProolM/' repeated Wols«?y, ''tbalshft 

took derisive steps to impede m^. uiiios 

with auoiher ; thpcigh/* lie pMr&u^d» " let 

it be c Vis- recorded to her honour^ th^ 

froQi iht; lUidmtyMhtv fiitnd v^asidM^lareA 
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my choice, no wdrd or deed has reaped 
her, thai friendship loight not have boasted 
^— qo not even a loak, albeit, Zieluca's in« 
structed jeaiousj, either id malite or sfiit? 
conception, is reduced to rest het iafipeach> 
ii^flt onf looks and $nn\i^" 

Lord de VVorde's finotul^iAg disin^, 
9ironder and ioeredub^, eadad id an io* 
t^ra^i convkjtioo of bia foii^rtd's vanil/> 
that itta^e him ask sonkewhat flarcastieallyi 
if -he ^as justified iii ^iTfng sor mu^ib 
^portanee to tokens of liking befoire hii 
fidarriage, that had «/» e^tftVe^ subsided 

^ '' Well," cried WoUey, '^ be It so. Mar 
rianoe's heart is now, and "was doubtless 
obMjjf^ y0ur9. Of this 1 pledge you ntf 
honour, since nhfi has been in^this house, 
she has given me no reason to think it 
taine 5" 

But Lord de Worde. was ill-satisfied 
iTith the ironical significance with which 
bis atffajr was admitted, and his €^nse« 
'qtiept eageriiess to inveat^dte, dispelled 
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retort—'* What proofs of preference 
eould ^be ^ive/* said be^ with uncon* 
trolalile etnotiofi, " that were not colour^ 
able by tbe Belf^ore that is so apt to de- 
ceive ui all ?'* 

'' You shall baTe ttte proofs!*^ crieA 
Wolsey. And calling to Lord de Worde's^ 
mind tbe til-oniened verses that had ac^ 
compHshed hie marriage^ idstead of tre^ 
pilnntng an heiress (or the author ; he ex^ 
plained that both Marianne and Zelnca^ 
M well at the whole neighbour bood^ ha<L 
tmpu^d then:itohin\; and then^ repeated 
tbe anonjmous letter Mrs. Delvajne had. 
received the next mornings with the con-^ 
sequent scene at Spire^ that discovered 
it to be t^arianne*s ; though he said he 
foresaw Lord de Worde's disbelief on that 
heai. 

He was right Lord de Worde scouted 
tbe suggestion as so absolutely prepos- 
terous, that Wolsey exerted himself witk 
the double determination to prove his in* 
fluence, a^id dispr9ve his credulitj; he 
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stated that he resisted all suppositious 
amd circuinstautiul evidencei on tlie 
ground that it was, impossible Marianne 
conld^o aet; and never yielded the sligb* 
est credence till (in the apprehension the 
circumstance would be rendered public 
hy bis cailii^ Valcrest to account) Mrs. 
Dehayne destroyed doubt^ by putting 
into bia band the letter that was brought 
^i;before bim^ from Marianne^ with the 
9i(^te of entreaty for its suppression. Then^ 
Wolsey allowed^ that Mrs. DeUajne 
gradually brought bim to see the endea* 
TOur to frustrate bis marriage^ was not 
more preposterous in Marianne^ than it 
would have been in any othet individual ; 
while bi; supposed ttaosition from Ze« 
luca to Miss £m€otts^ might have a sud- 
den influence with ber^ none other would 
l>e open to. 

: cLord de Worde riiook bis bnd^ be did 
Ql44sk foi^ ati ex plana tioB.o(.any incon^. 
sistencies or any furtber miuiittve^ because^ 
tliQUgh. he could not see/the motive of 



d by Google 



^8 ZEVDCA. 

Mrs. Dei?ayne's writing such a letter^ H 
was obvious to him that through somt 
intricate peWcy, ^ had secured Wols^ 
by criioifiatiog Marianne; be vras caa- 
ttbus therefwe^ to avoid an ravestigatibn 
that might iinplieate Zeluca^ aiid making 
up faks mind to sift hereaflerto the bottom 
of the business ; if Marianne coutd not 
cl^ur it up, be defended her on grounds 
that be was sure Wolsey would bare 
thought indisputable, if pleastire ifi bet 
delinquency bad not castrfbuted t# bi« 
credulity^ '^ It iatme/' said;he>: '' the tHr^ 
per ate y if not the virtuaut^ tm sotiietiBies 
borne KSiWf by omnipoto«l mpiidite t^ the 
CMMfuission af a* flagrant act/ et^ v^hreh 
couiinou hardihood ii* appalled^ but this 
is 80 at variaKe. vrith ait4be prioeiplea 
by whieh yoia admit Msirianne i» 9^ 
guided; it is so adverse to her tesipet^ 
and dispoation, jo irreeonciIe<U}le ¥^ith 
hec perspieiioua uliderataodvi^y that \ d<*> 
I must pr4Hio4uioeit knpossibld.^ 

'""MfSv JDldvayoe sa^a,'' crieil W«ltey^ 
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'^ that tt was her general character that, 
she felt to be her guarantee from detec- 
tion; and— -In fact, it is indubitable. 
Mrs. Delvayne is pot easily deceived, she 
knew, as it has proved, that she might 
rely upon it there never were but those 
two letters sent, and can there be a more 
decisive proof tl at '* 

'^ That," interrupted Lord de Wordc, 
^•they came from Marianne, or Mrs. 
Delvavnc." 

Such had been the skill of Mrs. Del- 
vayne iu displaying a repugnanee to over- 
look Marianne's transgression, vvhile 
Wolsey's judgment and, his feelings were 
alike subjected to her's, and her daugh* 
ter's influence, that the impression of 
her unwilling leniency bad fixed itself in 
his mind as the indisputable token of her 
right, and power to criminate, and he 
turned short on Lord de Worde ; but ere 
he spoke, sunk into a deep fit of musing. 
Lord de Worde had implicated Mrs. Del- 
vaync on/y, hoping Wolsey vieuld not 

vox.. HI. c c 
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recur to Zdifea; at joint agent in stig- 
matising Marianne, with what he di- 
rectly conceived to be the act of ber own 
iatem|>erate j<*alousy of Miss Emcotts; 
for he was sure^ whatever cause Mrs. 
Oelvayne might see, to depreciate Mari- 
anue^ the would not have bad recourse to 
a plot so pregnant with disgrace to her- 
self. Thai it laj between them, he did 
not doubts for all his retrospections tend- 
ed to coufirm Marianne's innocence ; be 
rwalled a thousand signs of embarrass- 
ment in her, that at the time he bad 
thought too slight for love, and novy 
thought too evanescent for guilt, and re* 
ferred them to shame, and apprehension 
of his having obtained information of 
Zeluca's letter. And he was ubsorbed in 
retrospections the most flattering, and de- 
lightful, when Wolsey exclaimed, un- 
locking bis private scrytoire — that Ma- 
rianne's note was conclusive, and that 
as she had luckily saved it, his lordship 
might read it, and be convinced. Lord 



d by Google 



£El.U€iL. 331 

it Worde did read it^ and declared thmt 
$0 far from criminating her, it ga\e evi- 
dent tokens of an anxiety and urgency 
absolutely distinct from any sense of^ or 
confession of error, and finding that hrs 
representation staggered Wokey, he ask- 
ed if it was possible that love, so iocom^ 
patible with a general dignity of mind and 
conduct^ and so irreconcilable with the 
virtuous self controul that wa& visible in 
ber character^ would have been sac- 
ceeded by the subsequent correctness that 
passion could tcarcely, under th« niMt 
religious sense of duty, have maintained; 
ftod that must have been utterly unattaift- 
.able, by a beti^ wlie bad,99ire bfvkai 
asunder the restraints of delicacy andrec- 
titude, Wolsey's flushed face, and hesi-^ 
tating endeavour at a reply, proved an 
intruding conviction. Lord de Worde 
was most solicitous to complete, and be 
energetically painted Mrs. Delvayne^s 
character as too coldly selfish, to scruple 
bringing opprobrium, by the basest plans, 
cc2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S99 ^CLUCA. 

#0 an innocent unprotected girl> if she 
felt her an attractive one. " Mv mind/' 
continued Lord de Worde — but he con- 
tinued with the confiding air of friend- 
ship, not the exultation of a happj rival, 
^' my mind has long been made up to tender 
her my own heart, if I could ascertain the 
probable return of her's, a return that 
sinks to nothing all the adventitious goods 
of fortune, for ' O wisdom ! what wouldst 
thou choose if to choose were in thy 
power, in preference to her love ?'" Lord 
'de Wdrde was aware of his encreasing 
energy, and correcting himself, he re« 
sumedi ''your liking u the inevitable 
consequence, of what, on candid revisal, 
must be felt a misconception, but its indul- 
gence ts incipient guilt, let passion and self- 
excuse interpret with the most beguiling 
finesse; nor can I doubt you will disclaim 
it ; though such is my regard for you, 
that if you do not, I admit it will be an 
impediment in my way ?** 

Wolsey felt bis friend's crnisideration. 
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tad tl enabled him to smother the relut- 
taot struggles of vanitj^ and self- com pit- 
cency, and to reply, ^ I do disclaim it !'^ 
Pride, also brought to bis aid, tokefis 
of Marianne's sensibility, he had at tha 
time found it difficult to ^eehimse^the 
source of, and he repeated with decisioo, 
^' 1 do disclaim that kind of regard we 
feel for the beautiful and the deserted, 
when we think they look to us for it— I, 
however, must confess," he pursued un- 
griu^iously, ^' that though you advance 
loute plausible reasoning,. I, in your case, 
should feel that letter an unexplained 
enigma, hanging in terrqrum over my 
head ; but if you are satisfied of perfect 

overwbelmifig love- ** 

^ I am not satisfied,"' interrupted IiOfd 
de W^rde, '^ I must have it ej^plaiued ; 
and to you I look as my coadjutor ; will 
you let me take the note, and not now-^ 
not in a hurry, but at a convenient time, 
shew it to Marianne ; and if thf re it^ a 

€C3 
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tendency to any thing equivocal inker ex- 
planation, I will allow that instead of 
being satisfactory to me, it shall establish 
her culpability/* 

Lord de Worde's pleasurable anticipu- 
tions were evident, notwithstanding the 
•elf-command he endeavoured to attain, 
and Wolsey replied^ '* No, I will ndt 
part with the not e " but a mean or 
ungenerous feeling could not have more 
than a moment's sway over him, and he 
exclaimed in the same instant, " There, 
take it And, oh !'' he ejaculated, **evcr 
grateful must 1 be to Marianne that I 
can devote it to your auspicious purposes 
without agony. Matrimonial misery has 
brought that letter to recollection, as the 
only sweetener of ray existence, and my 
native predeliction would haye blazed 
into a flame if a single symptom of sup- 
pressed satisfaction had ever, followed 
my wary attempts to fathom my power; 
attempts that were the more flatteriag to 
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lief ai she could have a)i idea of my sup* 
pos%d encouragemeot. Tbewoenan who 
obtains the credit of repressing a passiony 
must^ by some latent equivocal encourage- 
Rient^ have first deluded pride into placing 
the trimnph iu her power : JVtariaune 
checked e\ery gleam of passion before it 
took the ostensible shape that could bring 
gratification to her vanity, and only she wilJ 
koQYT, that she cjuld have made me the ve« 
riest wretch in existence by joining her 
fiUe to my friend's If/' pursued Wolsey, 
with bittenie^ '' if Mrs JDelvayne had 
taken a hint froni one educated by no sys- 
tem^ but that of submitting her conduct 
to the jurisdiction of her ccmmew^ I 
should not now be the wretcbedest has)tfind 
that was ever doomed to sink a heartfelt 
taste for domestic delight iu the sole aim of 
rendering discord a secret to aJI> but (ho>e 
fricmds and domesticarwho 4m\y^ vyifn^^^s 
its dominion." Lord de VVorde was so 
well aware Vtl^t a..fi3(ed and unalterable 
habit of virtue is the chiej good in a per* 
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fetl education," * that to the omisBioii df 
that imitt rgHeatial part in the reignmg 
rage, for qoalifyia^ women to faiicinaie 
by the cultivation of their talents, he im- 
puted the profltgHcy of the age ; ami he 
wondered not at Wolsey'e de«tpondencej 
though it touched him to the heart But 
he hoped it did not arise from including 
Zeluca in the transaction it w^am impxMp- 
siiile not to rank as heiootu} ; aninatructed 
at he himself was in the concurring oe- 
icurrences thai formed her temptation ; and, 
unable to suppose the entaoglen^nt in 
which her extrication rrsted on impeach- 
ing her cousin, he ahr^mk fro.n defini- 
' tiveljr impofiog such ba»enesr to so jouog 
^a. ilelinqnertt ; and e?ery impulse of friend- 
ship and feeling urged him to guard bis 
suspicions from her husband; he therefore 
seised the occaeloQ indirecdy to exculpate 
ILehtBL, by enlarging ontb^' good qualities 

• Sir W. J«M8. 
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Mrs. Delvajfne had not perverted; and 
the extinction of Wolsey's hopes of Ma- 
rianne's love, together with the ever 
existing hopes of sanguine youth, induced 
him finally to admit that Zeluca was ca- 
pable of rendering- him very happy ; and 
making a transition to (he business on 
which Lord de Worde came to consult 
him; they adjusted it, and then separated 
with undiminished good will on both 
sides. 



f* 
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CHAP, ix; 



^ tfe, nho of old y would bend the Oak 

Dreamed not of the rebound 
Chained bg the trunk he vainljf brok$ 

Ahne^kow looked he round f^^ 

LoHD BtM». 



liORD DE WORDE'g regard for 
Wolsey was so sincere, that very serious 
uneasiness on his account was coupled 
with the agitation and anxiety, with which 
he awaited an explanation of the letter^ 
that he felt his own destiny depended 
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fipon ; yet m ho ever repre«ented to him- 
self, that he should find Marianne spotless 
and ununpeachahle, he had tiut liitie 
doubt aim), that her placability would keep 
pace with the provocation she had re- 
ceived, and that a favourable chauffe might 
be effected in \\ okey's life, through their 
jofnt efforts in reforming Zeiuca. But 
Zeluca's vigilance defeated his every at- 
tempt to find Marianne a few minutes 
alone; once or twice, he caught at a tran- 
sient opportunity, and approached her 
with an air so impressive, that mnnv hour« 
reflection ensued to her from the deviation 
from his usual demeanor — instantly resumed 
at Zeluca's entrance — while he eventually 
determined to turn the interposition he 
could not fail to see to account, by securing 
to himself the after satisfaction of having 
proceeded dispassionately. Accordingly, 
he resolved to watch, unsuspected, every 
movement of Marianne's mind, during 
her stay in town ; and if it stood the lest 
of the rigid scrutiny, for which Zeiuca 
bad quahfied him^ to follow lier into 
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the country, ubitfaer it was her u'-alter- 
cd determination to return ; and where 
he should have choice c»f time and op- 
portunity for full explanation ; and for 
realizing undisturbed by intrusion, the 
hopes that every hour's observation ren- 
dered more sanguine. In coming to such 
a decision. Lord de W orde saw that he 
ought to maintain unaltered the distance, 
that from several combining reasoils, had 
reciprocally gained ground between him 
and Marianne ; yet constraint to a skilful 
observer, often indicates as strong an 
interest a« the most significant alacrity; 
and vshile Zeluca explained Marianne's 
habitual reserve to Lord de Worde, as fear 
of his detecting her secret sjTnpathy with 
Wolsey, (and Zeluca was the more alive 
to Wolsey'?4 suppressed preference from 
having laid ibe foundation of i{^) she looked 
upon his lordship's to her, with a sort of 
uimcknowledged conviction, that she should 
herself have produced something distinct 
from encr easing fricndlintss^ if a secret 
bias to Marianne did not render it neces- 
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sary^ that she, should confirm a^ well as . 
raise suspicions, thai once J&serf, sh^ . 
felt, from pique alone, would reudjei:. 
Lord de Wordc her captive. But^ wha;t- 
ever was her opinion of IVlariaruie's seerejt 
leaning to Wolsej; and howe^e;j.ligmj[^?^ , 
thought of the operation of . rectitude aii^ : 
conscience, Zeluca gave io propriety a^d . 
caution all the weight it can^^av^. with^ . 
females, whose estabUsiime^t is sti}Ho ,b(C .. 
efiected, and believed, that Mai;i|ii|ne,^ 
would never commit herself bv obvioiis^ 
misconduct : to her own devices^, tli^efoij^^, 
she was aware she must trust s^nd^&e^r^ 
ing all the difficulty of carryiijg^ ^bfu^'v 
into eflfeQt wil^iout a coHe^gufj^^r^iej^ t^nij^*^ 
per became more and more captious and^ 
intolerant; and np daj^ 9P5 ;P0 Jnyuf;^|ft, 
the day^ scarcely (lassed without j^^rr^^^ 

''^f'^M^:^^^^ failures on M^ria^p^ ly^^ 
quptiug!^ Zord de ^VTorde's ommoa ^% 
Wotsey*8, pfiUanOiropicje^dLvd iii Jf^^^-^g 
catioT^ 01 ihe jealousy she had come opcak, j^ 
to avow. Marianne, sometimes reasoned 

VOL. III. d , 
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and toothed, sometimes binfed her sur* 
prise that Zeluca's pride did net faelp faer 
to a recollection of the ridicule she had 
thought due to a wife's jealousy, when 
it impeded her maiden flirtations with an 
agreeable Benedick ; and, sometimes, 
when tears and despondence blended with 
il^humour and falsehood, she deliberated 
on betraj^ing thesacred secret of her heart, 
that mii^t have removed all the alarms a 
wife ought to have felt« But Marianne 
well knew that jealousj was the malady 
of Zeluca*s perverted mind, and not the 
result of connubial tenderness^ and she 
neVer pondered above a moment on a con-- 
fession,^ not more repugnant to her own 
feelings than she knew it would be for- 
midable to Zeluca's, and was rather con- 
tehted to solace herself with looking io 
the speedy termination of the purturba* 
tion 2^1uca inflicted \n feeling, Zeluca 
too, looked to the conclusion of Mar i- 
ande's visit as productive of a change; 
biit it wa^ a change comprising a sense of 
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Jooelinesft and desertion/ tliat in her, im- 
mediate situation tended to weaken htr 
spirits ; and soraetimei was regretted witd 
sucb deep dejection; that Marianne oftep 
paused on submitting herself to insulte 
the most ^gross and ^ainful^ rathei^ thftp 
leave her to weep in solitude the loss, of 
a hiisband*s sblicitude^ chargeable M^ij^f 
etil was oh her owti misconduct aloof^^* 
but aware of the secret inclination theit 
miglit, unknown to herself, operate, sbf 
oifercame the impulse of s^mpathj and 
pity, and kept to her time of departure. 

It wag, indeed, true, that Wolsej no 
longer, as in the first dajs of his nuirri^gy^ 
abstained from stimulating Zeluca*s per- 
verseness, with a caution onlj inferior to 
the care with which he concealed a forr 
bearance he dreaded to have characterised^ 
fear of his wife. When he returned home 
from the drudgery of business, he was 
so much oftener greeted with vexation 
than cordiality, that gradually he had, 
left off consulting her countenance before 
Dd2 
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be hazarded ^ remark ; while she^ aware 
that tenderness had given way to indif- 
lerence/and that to indifference disgust 
Vas Tast succeeding, and anxious also 
'to justify her own meditated defection, 
'hy finding in bis conduct sufficient pro- 
Vocation, tool exception at every word 
ne uttered, till, mutually, tbe'alighest 
c6m'meht and \Mq most unimportant su^- 
ge^hon, was rendered the* vehicle of a 
liint or a sarcasm ; or retorted as such, 
from the habitual system of warfare they 
had fallen into, even when a common ob- 
servation was undebased by an intended 
iitttng. Marianne observed, that suddenly 
Wotsey's significant, suppressed regard, 
v^as supplanted by the famitiarity of fra: 
ternal cordiality; and when be returned 
home of a day, his animation would have 
been most enlivening to her, had she not 
perceived that an alteration, she felt the 
more honourable to him, from not being 
competent to develope the actual source of 
ft, acted unpleasantly upon Zeluca's pre-* 
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determined jealous^r. But that Wolsej; 

either saw not, or heeded not^ and as thejc. 

took their places at dinner, the daj before^ 

Marianne's departure/ he said, " I am 

used/ Marianne, to your warbling in 

your own room, but De Worde called ou 

me before I went out this morning, and I; 

wish ^jou had seen the surprise with 

which he^asked me what could possibl^^ 

be the motive of yourself and your friends 

for concealing the'capability ofUhe^isweet^ 

cit voice that erer syren tutned' !-* ?^- 

luca had not a moment's doubt \\iai Wol*^ 

sey aimed a cutting rebuke at her> foe* 

having withdrawn instruction fromMa^- 

riahiie on ascertaining the extent of Iier^ 

musical talents ; and as he could only.. 

have been instructed in her littleness- and- 

euvy by' Marianne, to Ais approbaifion, 

^nd support J she referred the embarrass;^ 

meat evident in Marianne's deep bjushet^'' 

and laconic repl/^ But the presence of. 

the servant suspended the heinous charges, 

that mottutcd to her lips^ aud gave' her ^ 

Bd3 
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time to recollect^ that she had better re« 
serve the proofs of their confidence for ' 
Iiord de Worde than charge MariaQoe 
with co7nmunications^yoUey would think 
m confession of her own turpitude; she 
therefore lighted upon a cause of com- 
plaint against Wolsey, not connected with 
his compliment to Marianne^ and said 
abruptly^ that she supposed hy his sending 
Mr. Harpur that morning, he thought 
a servant's head-ache required the attend- 
ance of an eminent medical man. 

cr Why, jou desired me to call, as I 
passed ?*' said Wolsey. 

^' O yes/ to call ;. I wished to know if I 
oughtnotto 6e blooded, and/ 1 believe, I. 
did say^ l^usau had, what ^he calls, a dread- 
/tt/heaU-acbe ; at least, I or you did, for 
Mr. Harpur seemed aware of ii, and to 
tfliiik it of ' no little couaequence: but 
your politeness to my relations, ^nd assi^ 
dui/i/ about my maia, ought to remtud 
me of my 'duty . James,*" pursued she^ 
••^step to Susan with ^request Mr. Wolsey 

c . a 
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may h%ve the satisfaction of learnings he 
baa afforded us all aubject of eongralu- 
latioa in her recovery." 

• James |i^itated, at \i^hat he felt se 
ludicrous ^a command^ aiid was ready to 
laugfa, notwithsfandiug be was by no 
means insensible to the feelings be knew, 
his presence restrained 

'' Da you hear?'* asked Zeluca, *'an^ 
beg to If now if the rent ip my sp^igge^ 
dress is darned— Jast, ask tbat^cij? imsse^t z, 
though, I conclude/' she adde(^ as Jainea« 
shut the door^ '' that Susan has beei| 
listening to your 'syren voice*. Miss Bc^stj 
saly ; its capability would be all ui aJI toi 
her J I must have had, I should thiuk^.a^ 
good effect on her health." , 

'' Very likely, I should suppose/' said 
Wolsey, " perhaps it wiU remove^; thajlj 
scar on her arm. with the cfinstitutional 
complaint that occasioned it, and liji^f^^* 
ache, and altogether." 

'' Ha ! ha ! hariaughed Zeluca, "ro^-.. 
stilutional complaint J Pfay duu'^ MaUj 
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till forty to become your own physician—- 
such skill as your's should be directly 
called into practice. Why your legal 
depth> astonishing as I know it is^ is uo-<, 
thing -•' 

James luckily returning, ZeTuca re* 
collected she was committing; herseltVand 
uttering an internal denunciation against 
Susan^and the detestkbie arm she felt,, 
mlwavs le\elled at' her peace and repu-' 
tation, she listened to the answer thai 
superseded Wolsey's collecting fluency. 
James delivered it with much hesitation^ ' 
but the substance was^, that Susan had* 
found Keri^elf quite well without IVlr. 
Ha* pur's assistance, and that consequently 
she had declined it. 

** And she did not let him send her any 
ibingP* asked Zeluca. 

'' No, ma*ani^ she says sbe told hiia 
she wus got quite well/' 

^ There!'* cried Zeluca, *'you see what 
a pr<dteanient i am placed in with Mr. 
Hurpur; he Uld me^ou sent him to the 
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servunt, so I took potbing, and it was 
ber pleasure^ you 8ce> to make a fool of 
him — of a man^ I really believe, tberaost 
respectable in bis branch of the profes* 
sipn/' 

Wolsey coa)d scarcely restrain his 
indignation, but Jaipf s was a cbeckj .he 
only disregarf^ed ip the Extremity of 
passion; he s^id, therefor^, temperately, 
tbougti yrith a^jignificant took^ '* I tup- 
pose lipm sometiLinff you. previously said, 
she thought she. did right; Hi call to- 
morrow^ and tell Harpur there was a 
mistake^ and that you wish he should s^e 
hcr.^' 

. '' I am sure then," cried Zeluca, '^you'll 
tell him as great a falsehood as ever was 
uttered ; if you thiiik I have such a super- 
i9uity of happiness that I can devote a 
single extra wish to her, you never was 
under a greater mistake in your life/' 

*' Whether or no, a falsehood is a par- 
donable fault with those who have the 
knack of making trt^^A serve a treaclverous 
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purpose as well. I don't know/' said 
Wolsejr, *' but a mistake certainly is/* 
and turning to Marianne^ be made a ca- 
sual remark. Marianne seconded his 
atten[ipt at conversation with all . hef 
efforts, in hopes to divert Zeluca's feelings 
into a new channel ; but tbejogging of 
Zeluca's foot proved that the presence of 
the servant onljr suspended her effusions^ 
and accordingly, she exclaimed, as James 
disappeared, " So this is the way I am t6^ 
be turned into a cypher by every body iii 
the house, and out of the hou3e! That 
abject slave too is'to value herself oa 
having a champion, if I ana idiot enougfi 
to let her/' and dating an eye-beam at 
Wolsey, she flew out of the room. 

Though Marianne was habituated to 
allusions to Wblsey's cfiampionshlp, Zfe- 
luca rarely left her alone with him, on 
throwing them out; and to escape the 
effect she apprehended in his immediate 
state of feeling she meditated withdraw* 
ing. but he prevented her by instantly 
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recurdng to Susan, ''How can that un- 
fortunate girl/' he exclaimed, " stay to 
be tortured by tyranny that derives en- 
couragement from her meek endurance? 
My God!" continued Wolsey, "what 
kind of being can such a woman bring 
forth ! 1 have not even comfort there to 
look to.'* 

'' Ob, say not so/' ciried Marianne, 
'^ you have every comfort to look to : no 
father need dread his child's inheriting 
Zeluca's native qualities; let them not 
be perverted as her's have be^n, and her 
child 'will be yo.ur blessing and her's, I 
liope, and dare believe! With such 
strong feelings, and such a vigorous un- 
derstanding, I foresee that she may be 
gently compelled to conquer the foibles 
sh^ must i>ot transoiit to the creature^ who 
i^illenable her to regain all ber iBfluence 
with yoiu^^ 

Wolsej shook his head^ and concealed, 
his eyes. 

*' Y#u must not d€Siipfi4^' said M»ir. 
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anne^ dispersing a tear to assume a cheer* 
ful tone, '' indeed, you have no occasion ; 
jou must be patient a little while, till a 
mother's feelings put her reformation in^ 
your power ; and you must not give way 
to seeing and feelin||; always^ as you are 
prone to see and feel/' 

Wolsey, after a long silence, raised his 
eyes, and said, *' 1 can only put myself on 
a par with the overseer of a slave planta- 
tion, while I permit her to torture that 
girl ; it is infandous to al)ow it^ and it is 
unbearable to think it is going on; but 
I know myself, if I interfere-^ — ^** 

''1 will fetch her,*' cried Maria^e, 

^'bui dp not, when she is ruffled, accost her 

with a rebuke, either positive or implied:*' 

arid away she ran. 

"Ang:^lV* ejactikted Wols^y, '^thou 

has'ke{it'the' 'noiseless tenor of thy way,* 

unencouraged by the sun-shine oteulogy 

or fame; yk thifor tfre Ithe'Virlijied'^hat 

will one day be found to outweigh a11th6 

brilliant feftts of sttperibrft/ th« bring 
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thein ;NconipeQ«eDtu • their ctitAtltj — wn- 
ties» >thal ii)€Jtldij)g DOttber the ifiat; the- 
envyj nor tbe^admkatioi) of the i^orld- ia- 
the eflfbttnaite ' of faapnineds/ will carrj to' 
th0.4iear4j tbatifeefa tliek' vtflue, a felici-^^ 
t^,,unconiainiiiated bj artififcial and de-' 
caying Idstre! ' Happ;^ de Wopder 

'Marianne found Zeluoa talking to Su- 
sal^ip'an attitude that deooied ihe^as com- 
ing awayr Sbeibrokc off^oisay, '^'Qh; yoU ^ 
are at las t<^ati»fi^w ith ^ our iete-a-iete;" 
aod^ a^iA ttirofditd 4be.' wecpih^ gjbrJ, •» 
\ybo»rMfiri»Bne':.thotigbtp iotrght to 'be*' 
unged to..* resign faei^ place to oae who ^ 
Wcmldt.r^e^'ioyuitiei^ witb* spirit; as^ ** 
whether it- waa fifom/ afieetiony or the 
fe^ of b^iog, cast f destitnte onr ' the * 
w^Mcldy hcb q4iieactai«'«r8S 'Wohey said, 
w^ttBiiarrevidfcDt ij^centiTe toZelaca's des- 
pOtisQi. ^ 

- f':Yb iii^ *w id 1/ darn .t ihit/^ . repeated Ze- ^ 
luca, inspecting her work, *' neatly to the 
eniotp"}fer i.(!aiv tell^ou, I will cut it out 
iigttito^ and again$ if/ybu do not, iil^lhe 
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cavitjT it half^an-acrc acrott : ^^s, I krunr 
you'll cry, and you might have knoM^n I 
would bring you down to the %ery earthj 
when you dared think yourself entitleil to 
dismiss the doctor / sent to you. Mr. 
Harpur shall come ' to-morrow^ and 
then we'll see whether you will conde- 
scend to take his prescripti&ns-^^nd I 
warn you that you had better not leave amf 
tokens that you intend to dispute my will/' 

Susan professed uncontending siibmts* • 
sioD, and receiving her work from Ze- 
luca, took tip a cup to carry down stairSj, 
but Zeluca stopped her, with an accu- 
sation that she made ^ pretence of any. 
thing to evade her work> and taking the 
cup from her, came away, followed by 
Marianne, who found it impossible to re- 
frain from remonstratii^ on her making 
a creature so docile and affectionate, sit 
to such an employment with a bad head- 
ache. 

/''I dont intend she shall sit," answered 
Zeluca — " for I have a bad he&d-acbe, 
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itftl as efficient aid is withheld from me, 
to be given to my servants, I shall take car^ 
of it mysfttf, and take the liberty of ring- 
ing^atl tii^ evening long for Susan, if I have 
a^mind to trjr a new remedy every fiv^ 
minatet." 

Marianne was in some degree satisfied ; 
ibethougbt (be task was imposed to shew 
^rpower^ atd intended to be remitted uih 
dier cover of a consequential solicitude 
abouf her own health, and was glad to drop 
Ihe subject at so unpropitious a nioipent 
forGontioaH]git;.butwhen Zeluca opened 
the door upon Wolsey, and derived from 
hia expresisive countenance a conviction 
that she rendered bis life a miserable one^ n 
the irksome; feelings, inevitable to the 
ronsciousoess of raising distaste and re** 
pugnance^ reinvigorated her subsiding 
malignity, and she resumed, ''I know 
that, by giving 'four or five guineas 
pidre than customary wages^ I could bring 
the mosi presum tuous menial in the land 
to. iCtouoh at my feet ; so if I get a lesi 
seS 
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^insipid thing th^o S(i9aii, you w«uM still 
aee exactly the same impo^itmns carried 
through; but^ doiibtkss> J shall keefi 
•lier — fqr it is .the maodni^ j<mj koow, of 
my mag»aaia[ious spouse arnd .law-giver^ 
that the person who regards you it tb^ 
;C|dI^ pers^i^:to be tr^iDf Med -oar • ;. I 
V «' MeJrrl i" exclaimed Wdlsejr, M^Hb 
an as(oi)i»hin€ot th9!ij6ii.QC>.£f)QQiifMr. mtjf 

i)tber feeliog. ;/, :ii ;: ,:i .;»;. ' ' 

'' ¥e» ; did riot joil itiiU- oie, . il itodk 
It disgust to Smyib« jbecaiiue^'sjhfi acl«4 
jiike n nervAot, mbm I loxpected )t 
^iiidbful creatufe^ Xht^^v^uld dwe^^ 
interesl, And .endure my wbimsi Bii 
^00 meftn Qotbing^when ^ou;9aid«itfaftti 
'Tbey are iy:0ur lOw^ jArords ; ibot -t cfaire 
-say you can give a ^ecimea .of ^yotrr 
professional £ikill ia esplmiijaig tbem 
away."- 

^^GpodGod4** cried Wofeey, but, as 
jif recalling M^riaAoe's bint, be conlimied^ 
iemperatf^ly, ^^Tiiis much ^eu ktiosv i# 
faefact, pat pro&ssidnal q^i'bbl^ tbat I 
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li^vcr- 'by act or 8»jggeslion, treated a 
iervant but with consideration, though 
your «kill has twisted a reproof to i/oU 
into sel^impeaehment/' 
•' Zeluea sneered, **^ A repro,df— inimi* . 
liftte censor ? A reproof from a maa of 
yotir t>ery superior intellect cannot be 
inefledtual, - I eertainlj will condescend 

. *^TIfit you %ilV^ cried Woliey, fir- 
iig*, •'jdu^WiH condescend to prove the 
girl- you • treat like a slave, yonr sm- 
perhr: She is so, indeed, so obviously 
^^i there is not a ser ant in the hoiiBo 
t^hodoes not see ahdfeielj and, I will be 
Wund to fmy> reason upon the conduct 
that degrades you to the lowest of your 
a^eoies/*' 

c Marianoe east^a bes^ehinjg lopk at hini f 
iHit if be Vvas inclined, it was impossible 
to' retract, for his cutting contempt hatf 
toi^cfaed Zeluea to the quick ; while the 
Justice of bis censure reduced her to sf 
arlenceit was painful to witness-^ber first 
Be3 
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^rifQSpicfiiig colour was ^nccteil^ ^ 'In* 
l^qiyerfal pileness-m^he (4)se and fkf^*, 

brought a laugh to ^n ^bf i|pt eofif )u«io»^ 
that pmyed b^tpwn ge{is^ /of iailPKf io 
^ien^pted ^ntempt, ami utterly ^Pf^l^Mtd 
yS^c\k upofi ^x\y sufficient rep^isal^^Q(irt<^ 
t^ed ami4»t bi^teric teiif^y s^djs^li^^-^V:! 

will part this iustaot !'* * ^># 

Mariapiie atpp^aehii^g l)effj^8ap4i('^*^nr 
fider yow situ^u^i, yo% ^w^U ^i«ftWt 
jxxirself^ m; dear ZeLuca ; 4^ pojIrA^lti l^ 
parting; do not get babituftted to a^i^fi^ 
jTOU ought never i^se/' jmd her ilf^t|k}dlt 
t;ected her reipaonatr^ncip . &o l4*Af ^ii^l^at^ 
Wulaev* that. iuBtea4 9^ }/i9}ym^t;$. ^ 
Va^ r/}Q«f TMdy, sxys^%t4l^9irowio^f^rii 
be said^ "Yes; you violate avseiioil^ 
duty ill Jpwng M&bt. pf yot»i? sMufttifo; 
J^¥ QMgbt to rcfjpllect tb«|tj the iji^iq^fMri 
^ another b^ing ia i^qw. pb}8i<MUly' do*! 
jgeiic'iiot Miyou^ ajpid. MfiU ^oim b^e %Qx 
Uporaily/^ 
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fS\m§''%e4m^n\Kti:fhli\ ref<^r^il4 id any 
freufig^, lat^^er iMn (t e liUttiility Iha^ 

cntrea*y or akrm, ** Y^RJ vou^can dW^ti^ 
an Ma^rianneVi^stt. Yt^ ;'^ 6tm pt^i!^A*d, 
timingr d ^roke obl^ii? «be- ikoii^to hiri# 
noit Tii)fieniU»,: *' y6«i t^n J^r>i)iif ; wifV 
Mumtiane im buiktme d/>v4ini^^4Nit^ V^i^ WiJF 
jpe^ bd niadGf. to bhislP fcfr^'yoili^ jd^^^T^i'^ 
it^mpk /tfog-iie: with* fier^trl- wai^rf-y*« dfl 

Whose dii^ttlenilig^ haUi(ii^^{})ttve l(^ (h^ 

4me that!your cii>iinitig'd^ii4 O^f Ibe^ 6n/(h^ 

« WiJMfij^ stiJi einlfoiHiniied't#¥^ih ih^i^ 
pamion ; ^i i<fa^ifotwi«li. toderi'j^^etrtitbi^ 
fkuk\ke} scwnfuUy^^'' S well knfOW^hat'by 
tfce.violakiim^ af : f^ > pmclioalty and viVtdf^ 
a%idifi4ml'?erba1]yv aJt}|be ba$^ and^brf^ 
cherbwnda j)olky in carried^ throa<>b^ tftftfB 
ri^iuters Ule W'brid a-scone of contra v^miciii^ 
smd strife 1 1 d*d first mentkntf parting /^ 
peilhafMi 1 Jlrst tn«iiuoocd uunv^^uig^ liHit^ 
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^ I don't kiiowfh^t Ilwas fnotl^Actii^*^ 
effecting pur marriage, any more ^Imn f 
shall be most chargeable* Witfav bringing 
about our separalion." ; 

Marianne Well knew such an etprphatie: 
allusion to ^luca*8 alacrity wus leir timetf; 
fior^ g^iii^g than II retort cCien times the 
tioli^ce would have been, timlonl}! W4>ii4 
ilert^d tbdt. ^ej? \ cOnacioufinj^ss. left, ht^^ 
]|qwer, 4p ^telnpt, ^hei^seit^comftfand abb 
«\idenU> stnogg^Jl^d fcir InxreplyifH^^*' ^iwb 
noble Machea^th iU- Moist- . faaguaniindinf 
female heart stfakr !«^S«yjMi.reaUy thoughts 

coxcomb^ not to see thKt itodfryiaii in^r^tisik 
X wqftl4\^\kefi Aai^^ted tte^n thai ^Misa 
£ifi$oUs; should hav^e triamplied ovjer me/^ 
y (f 'jAi^Uif^bte. 3^ift^e fgr wdedioB !*' trie* 
Hi9/P**y i *;B*» if.Iam;a coxcomb^ I am not; 
si()Ji)]ind as jyoutfsdy^ or yoti ^.yv^uMihftii^ 
s^^ ih^t L w<uild rather haveslunktbcottghi;^ 
t|)e woild unenluened.by^a lemale iiuraile^f 
than h^^q lij^n cjlevaiecl to the )>o^esi»kMat 
()^j.^(Sb Em.QuUib 'VviiUi ail her iboiis^ids.r^ - 
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l^iice at iMarkmne'^wcr^ AA)it -l^palitn^ 
.^ 1 oa«»pi!ehentt >^7d4i ^^It was MairkMAe 
you woiiicHwnrcliail, bit ftsi*tftte/* 
! .'^iR-fhapB f«o^{ 1>ut for yott and De 

d^ **' i)i^ W«it(er!*':]t^tf0il 2M«ca> 'bi^HRb^ 

iMlidkMMl)^"-^'^ tyMi MimW^ili^fe ^^uch a 

$kpedienjm^ miiki;^ farnUdiihte pWf^m 

j^0tf(|sihm<<$f^^ir»i»tirr4>aV lhe^^« 

Iftonder; Iwo'^wnriei}^ %' hiit^B^ ^a icolcl^ 
^ott v«ryMi«iirdly sdqgbt:to ijAl^r^ ihn 
Ipfejr JCiQMieiil'tif my lo^, by iadding tlva 
lliniukiini€if ftir^riPi/ to wy rfe«f^,<?^ friend/* 
*x2eluea^^«»»-re<^ssm*ed by Wolfefej's acri* 
, monibM tone of r^()roa*cfh, for she ow\^v- 
dered feifB ^to^ dWfi t0 ttve c6mf>eiition «^6 
cottkl not wdl liaTe" mfced, but <Vom bi^ 
belief •€* L(»ii(! de W^nJe'a tendw ^eirti^ 



igitized by Google 



ments t<H^«rds^er, and she triimiphjbtttr)^ 
€xc]aiiii€d> ''Oh i Be Worck, if I had \mt 
ahjored (his superficial) pedantic coxcomb; 
and waiM foryonK fH(her*f«-— -''^ 

Wokey interrupted . her, " Bravo J 
This 18 humility that would shame any 
eMcoifiU ink)^' modesty*; : waited for Hh 
Worde ! De Worde, whose whirfe soul isl 
fuid wVianoUier's.! ^cett<m!>^il»trable 1"^ 
; ^ZeUitia could. not retract-^-coukl not 
qualify — and cduld noit endure Ihe; tenew^ 
fd apprehension of Marianne ; ben cheeks 
and lips gjtew pale as ashes, but; turning 
her di22ye\^^onMl»riaQnrV<iotinte«am€i)^ 
gllnostas^lhrlike ^»herKiwn^ aad wibont 
one gl^i^ of iriulnph, shis ms^eonviaeld^ 
Umt 1/ WoNy/sa^eriion waa Jiistified by 
any thing but a wish to humble hier, it 
was through an object that di^ficed. Ma- 
rianne equnllj/ wijth .heri^lf.' /The bope^ 
Lpweveiv Jhat, Wplftey^s yim ttf^^kricution 
(() frustra t hjP) reliance on Loird/deWojFde^ 
Vffi^$uficepi.^, by a pre^^tii^fVi^ it.ref 
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<|oirfSd all hor pride to enable her to con- . 
ceal the effect of ; but displH) ing his ring, 
she wait on the pi4nt^ recapitulating the 
r^p^tses before her marriage, tb^t must 
have divertlEd^ his afftfctions into a new 
ciiannel/ just as Wolsey, wKh persever- 
i»g irooy itnd exullationi resutned, *' If 
•De Worde was bCil blest with a knowledge 
of hiir happiness! If be did but know 
tbe objael of a p^isdantie coxcohib's detes- 
tatioQ wafi^ tkidvVing heHeW to bi^ preoc- 
cppMhe»rt! If- — " 

- '/ For God's fake! Mr. Wdlsey/' cried 
Mariarin^5 taking advantage of his gasp- 
ing\volt$bility, *'^r piiy'f^ sake itcolieci 
that it is. your wife, yotf-^^— ^'^ 
" Such a i/4ife/' interrupted Wofeey ? - 

:" Yfes/' cried Zelaca, preventing his 
ii^hded iUtistration^ '^such a wife,' armi^d ^ 
wHb sttcb pTM/s of her brilliani lord's cre- 
dAiiiy^ that: she can convict him of the ^ 
dusguattng TMity am) blindness he ch^rgear ^ 
her witfe! • Credulous self sufficient dupe, ^ 
that 4ooUi be made ^ ta believe Afuriat^es - 
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loves wcHilcl curfy : ber^ tOt tbeaiidacilj^ii^ 

an anonyraoH^ letter !" 

WoJf«y,, for a.fn«ii}f*t>. was trmwfixed;% 
but when , hespokr* hlat' reply reTwted;tot 
Matiai^n0i4he treacbery' tlM) made heri 
avert h6f ,eyes .from^heAijaiioUeal triumph) 
i^ftiica derived frodJ^/iuoMfyiing bmitbyai 
confmuuipfrher^twH) infamy ' ' 

" lafei^nal Jfz^.bel:r »»MI heir/'yo« are^ 
then," be!pr<9Cf?ededy.iii;ia«Te«iphalip{toni^ 
''9, true idfinQniao.t } idtMibi«^i/fr<Mfti 
very shame and horrouUJ^Iendtjigiliiyrfate ; 
wi(b that G^^a being: ao^d^bMsdjiil J^red 
not ^M^r^.f^fi !^QttWl.ba>ie/i«rrvH«cthat: 
iij%|iOU«i »«*»*»' t , a^ : «tiginfl4i(l*i\^y^*^t 
only friend, youc-ieavly/jmd tin^p«ifibki: 
eompgjiipfv w^ti^^.pdiiltiV'^rfvit*?*:! >.- 

^"OdiumoCiti" repfl%tidi.Zftaca,>*f«a'! 
ha I ^ai iJ^f}pi^j|^fi|r:yo«imfiau}i.]Vlitt^ 
M^riapu^rip ^ totwO H^i^elt\kiMifvl»?4ttew 
Oftii^iop/of «Q s^pi^JAti\m« ^tfppjtriiby/]M*b 
b^g in Jovp io,)|«ri Ad^ifj QWterr^jMw-^t*^ .: 
BiU ^*8^d«i^y ,^tpppfiAiiiftf>in !t4«jdii-*ri 
gij^,.^.|ifahoi;^p^ i)W44«^'ad«diintieiMt: 
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anee rtrotigly expressed^ no dis^ppcfintment 
Vf&s mixed; aud indisputable ceriaintjf 
of MariwDe'i affection appeared to her 
the necessary explaration, and was con« 
firmed by the expression of Marianne's 
face, which she forgot might well betray 
repugnance to her, without the influenee 
of attachment to Wolsey: a dark and 
gloomy calm seemed to take possession of 
her mind, and tfhe resumed, '' Youv may 
tbifikyou can procure nie the hatred of 
aH mankind, and glory in your love for 
^eb other, bi^t you shall never come to- 
getkcr, though," (pursiied %he to Wolsey) 
**we p4rt from this very hoar.*' She 
parsed ; while both her auditors, struck 
by the change to cool dettrn^ioed rancor, 
saw hor mind was labk^uriig with some 
new purpose; which she presently re^ 
vealed, '' Nooffiprii^ of ettne," said she, 
''shall live to bring triumph to its wk'elcb- 
ed mother's eBeolies!" and seizing the 
cup .she had brought down stairs, she 
Swallowed the contents. 

VOL. Ill, F f 
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" What has shedpne ?*' cried Wolsey, 
starting forward I 

Marianne saw bis apprehensions in his 
Convulsed lips> and look of horror^ and 
she became torpid with excess of agonj^ 
but instantaneously recovering her pre- 
conceived opinion^ that the contents of the 
cup 4iad beep mixed hy Susan, she ex- 
claimed^ " No, no, it is not poison, but," 
pursued she^^ sinking on her knees at Ze- 
luca's feet, " tell me, tell me what it is ?'* 

'' There is no time to lose/' said Ze- 
luca with a ghastly smile^ " I would 
not even die in his house. Speak ; will 
you go*whh me or stay with him ?** 

'^ Go with you any where, all the 
world over,'* Tetumed Marianne, *' if 
jou will but' tell' me what you have 
taken/' 

" That is your sacred promise^ swear 
to it*' 

Wolsey eagerly exclaimed^ *' / swear 
you shall be opposed in nothing, only say 
what you have swallowed?" 
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Zeluca tui'ned scornlully frotn him^ in 
eager an%itty for Mari^inne's promise. 
~ "I do swear/' cried Marianne, with 
apprehensions fast encreasing from Zc- 
luca's manner and Wolse^'s undiminisbed 
agitation, '' I do swear, I will fly with 
you this moment, only tell me what you 
have taken— only let us call in assistance/' 
And Wolsey seconded her adjuration, by 
vehemently ringing the bell. But Zeluca 
WSis unmoved by his trepidation. The 
care with which she avowed encountering 
his eyes, denoted unmixed disgust arid 
abhorrence, nor did her countenance 
relax, till haying prev^ented his orders, by 
peremptorily desiring thesejrvant to get a 
coach, she! burst into a laugh, and said, 
triumphantly, "It is only some tarter 
emetic, that Susan prepared for herself, I 
have taken, so if you have built upon my 
eodt, you will be disappointed; but 
depend upon it,'' she added, with a look 
of appaling malignity, *' my child will 
never see the light ; I know the strength 

Ff2 
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of the medicine^ and the dose^ and I /ee/ 
it \viU be effectual. Marianne's counten* 
ance denoted only a relief from agonj; 
but in Wolsejr scorn^ and aversion^ and 
rcgi%t, blended with the transport of ap* 
peased apprebenMon ; darting a look ft 
Zeluca, he murmured^ '' I might hate 
known she would not intentionally luirt 
h^salf r and turning to Marianne, laid 
aloud, '' I leave the house thii very in^ 
staat; she need not go, to avoid me, 
for^— •' 

'' For/' Zeluca took him up, '^though 
you hate me, as I do you, you want to 
save your child, and you think precau* 
tipn will sujQIce ; no, oo, I have feelings 
that tell me 1 have succeeded, and never, 
never shall your fears prevail with me to 
pass another hour under your roof. I 
will not watt," cried she, with flushed 
and feverish vehemence, ^^I will walk/* 
But at the instant a coach driving op, 
she darted past Wolsey, out of the room« 
and sprung into it. 
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' Marianne followed to tbe door of the 
Tehicle — '' My dear Zeluca " 

" Get your hat and mine/' interrupted 
Zeluca, '^and come to me this very in* 
stant, without speaking to A/m / Jame*, 
she called, ^- your master and I are part- 
ed, runtoSusan^ and bid her descend to 
accompany me this moment/* 
Marianne and James both darted away^ 
and returned almost toget^her. *' Susan/' 
said Jame9, *' Susan says, ma'am — she 
bid me say — she wishes, ma'am, if you 
please — — " 

'^ She will not go with me," exclaimed 
Zeluca, and looking at'Marianne, as if 
with an expectation of a similiar decision; 
she covered her face with her hand, and 
fell back* in an agony that bespoke a sense 
of abandonment by tbe whole worlds 

Marianne saw her suspicions, and was 
touched to the heart by the grief and tbe; 
horror of desertion, that had oveitibme Iso 
proud a spirit, ^' Susan does not under-" 
stand: she willt go with us^ my beloved 
F f 3 
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girl^ I am ture the will/" 9aid Marianne 
— ^' be composed^ I will fetch her." Ze^ 
iiica returoed a look that seemed to prove 
diitrust and jealousj was at length ^eild* 
ing to confidence and gratitude^ and Ma- 
rianne again darted away. 

Susan canne forward at her step ; '' I am. 
afraid ma'am to go ; mj mistress is so ill^ 
James says, and '* 

Marianne interrupted, '^ But jou 
would not put her into a stranger's bands 
when she is ill Susan? and no respon^ibi- 
litj will fall on jou ; I will take upon my- 
lelf all " 

'' O, you go, ma'am/' exclaimed Susan, 
and without a moment's hesitation she 
descended, with Marianne. 

" She does go then/' said Zeluca, at 
the welcome sight of them, '' for you} 
TV ell/' ai)d she stopped unable to restrain 
her fast falling tears. 

*' Wllt^re shall I bid him drive, ma'am ?'* 
asked James, respectfully. 

'' AMy where/' said Zeluca. 
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Marianne instantly moved to alight^ 
'' Let ut return, said «he, '* let '* 

But Zeluca pressed her arm with a look 
that made her hasten to reseat herself in 
dread of the worst possible consequences 
of opposition. 

'* Drive!" said Zeluca, /' drive— " (half 
audibly, she murmured Lord de Worde's 
name,) ''no, drive to Malvis's hotel. 

James I don't want you, you are y4>ur 
master's servant,'' and a momentary crim^ 
son passed over cheeks, whose eucreasing 
paleness gave Marianne encreasing dread 
of delay. James doubtfully drew back, 
fearing to tender his attendance ; the coach 
drove on, silence reigned, and Marianne en- 
deavoured to summon the presence of mind, 
indispensible in taking the lead, in t)i€ 
new situation in which she found herself 
placed ; but she shrunk back as they 
stopped at the hotel, alive to the impression 
such a party must make, though, in her 
experience, wholly ignorant to what ex- 
tent. Zeluca was, howerer^ too much 
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absorbed to participate her feelings r a» 
passion subsided^ the possibility of danger 
to herself occurred, and produced a dread 
and terror that centered all her though tg^ 
in her anticipated situation, and she would 
have hastened out of the coach, had not 
Marianne directed her to observe, *' lodg- 
ings" at the next door, and suggested the 
comfort of occupying them. Zeluca as-> 
seated hy a slight motion of her head, and 
Marianne aHghted first to make th€ 
necessary arrangements, and then after 
assisting Zeluca to bed, left her in Susan'* 
care, while she wrote a note to Mr. Har- 
pur, to request his immediate attendance*. 
Zeluca's countenance e^lhibited only such 
symptom's as precede sickness at the sto-» 
Qiacb; and Marianne not sufficiently 
experienced, to be aware of the danger 
ef a veiy powerful emetic in ai> advanced 
stage of pregnancy, thought only of the 
consequence Ztluca intended to bring 
about, and energetically prayed that she 
might be saved the crime of destroying 
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her child ; yet, when she bad dispatched 
her bilbt to Mr. Harpur^ the possibility 
of his being out^ gave scope for alarm; 
and while she doubted whether to rammod 
the accoucheur Zehica had engaged, she 
east a wistful look iato the «t»et^ Sram 
the window where she stood deliberattng 
internally regretting Wolsey had not had 
the thought to follow and direct her« 
To adopt the mog£ precautionary mea« 
surety without losing time in wbhes and 
regrets, she however^ almost directly felt 
to be her part, and was turning away 
from the window when her eye was caught 
«^not by Wols^, whom she half expected 
to see^^but by Lord de Worde. Glancing 
from the windows of the' adjoining hotel, 
he saw her at the same instant, and mending 
his quick pace, crossed the street, rapped 
at the door, and was in the room in an 
instant. 

'' What a situation for you !" be ex- 
claimed, as she extended her hand in 
thankfulness. " Spare yourself explana- 
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tion>^ be pursued^ pressing her hand 
with emotioo, " Wolsej luckilj^ stopped 
me as I was going out to dinner, tnd jt 
took but few words to tell me all that had 
happened, all that / was interested to 
hear/' be added, emphatieallv, '' He is 
gone to ' Dr. Darcomb, to send him di^ 
tectly, fuUj qualified to judge of the ef- 
fects of this erring creature's rash act; ^ 
after which he will write to Sir Per^rine 
and Mrs. E^Wayne, bjr my advice; andL 
came to jou to advise also ; lettne entreat 
you to write a line to your mother di- 
rectly ; I will forward it express, and 
either she, or one of your aunts may be 
here to-morrow; which I am sure they 
.will wish to be." 

''A thousand thanks for your good- 
ness," cried Marianne, the passing glow 
of gratitude that illuminated her beauti- 
ful face, rendered her ashy paleness more 
conspicious. 

'' Good God ! how you look,^' said 
Lord de Worde. " ^ 
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'' Will you really take cbarge of my 
letter?*' asked Marianne, " if so, I will 
write without a moment's dela3\'* 

''One moment's," exclaioifd Lord de 
Worde, *' One moment, give to me, I en- 
treat, 1 conjure you?'' 

Marianne looked up, unable to define 
or give credit to the presage she involon* 
tarily indulged, but a single glance ren- 
dered bis meaning iifdubitable; and ex- 
hausted by previous agitation, ber deli- 
cacy, in vain, struggled to conceal the 
excess of ber tenderness ; almost fainting, 
her bead sunk on his shoulder, and he 
pressed her to bis heart, amidst assur- 
ances of gratefulardent long cherished af- 
fection, that for ever established ber 
latent irrepressible hopes. 

But faintly uttering Zeluca's name 
she presently disengaged herself from bis 
arms, and besought him to depart, ejucu- 
lating, in a tone of self-reproach, that be- 
trayed the confusion of ber thoughts, " O! 
is this a time for a happiness ?" 
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With cotniderste love^ he abstained 
from making her sensible of the UM^n^ 
scions confession thdt sunk to his heart; 
for he sbruttk from encreasing the emotion 
that he dreaded would incapacitate hef 
for the trying scenes he auticipated with 
Zeluca ; '^ I must indeed go/' said he^ 
pressing both her hands to his lips^ and to 

his heart, '' I must go *' 

" Indeed you must^ Susan is to call me 

at the slightest change^ and ^' 

*' And jrour letter should already be on 
its wajr — write then^ leave yonr letter 
on the table> and I will catt for it in ten 
minutes.'' But be returned whcA be bad 
reached the door-— *' %9kj,*' he asked with 
generous solicitucte, '^ say that you will 
devote one sentence to oie^ and tell your 
motlMryoo h^kXepriciledged me io wafch 
over and guardyou ?" Marianne touched 
by the delicacy and disinterestedness that 
led him unequivocally to pledge himself 
in disregard df all the drawbacks to an 
union with hef;, she hardly dared hope 
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Iier grandfather would io any degree 6b- 
viate^ burst into tears ; but his tenderness 
obliged her to smother her happy emotion^ 
and reminding him of Zeluca^ she again 
urged his departure. He owned himself 
again, aware of the necessitj — witt\ 
thoughtful consideration told her, that 
Wols^y should make all the explanations 
that were necessary-— -that he would send 
his housekeeper to her, and be himself at 
the hotel next door, and then he accom- 
panied his adieu^ w ith an exhortation to. 
keep up her spirits, so serious and. so 
precautionary, that Marianne first im- 
bibed ^n apprehension that Zeluca's in- 
tended destruction jo( her child was Ukelj/ 
io extend to its unhappy mother ; and she^ 
reproached herself, even for the quarter^ 
of an hour she had left her, with a regret 
and agitation, that induced Lord de Worde. 
to .propose, and take upon himself to sum-^ 
moa Mrs. Bessaly^ Marianne's assent 
was signified by a resignaiion of her pen,^ 
fiir.she ventured not to trust either her> 

TOL. IIK ^S 
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€yc« or lips with the gratitude that swell- 
id ber heart, but withdrew to Zeluca 
with pretipitatiori. Zeluca's fcicknes^? 
instead of encreasing, had entirely gone 
0&, and left her perfectly eiBk^y, till eud« 
Jenlj ^e was seized with spasms^ that 
l^ought, with ihe iiiost exquisite b<>dily 
fufferings, all the terrors of death, stnA 
all the horror and remorse of effecting 
Ihat death bj her own desperate haiKl i 
Marianne, by a strong effort, discarded 
all external tokens of her own alarming 
prognostications, and soothed and ern 
couraged Zeluca bj an appearance eC 
equanimity, best calculated to dispel the 
e\il of presentiment in such a eoRJuoc-^ 
ture ; and she still preserved her firmness 
when I>r. Darcomb came, though she 
watched bis countenance wild encreasing^ 
foreboding. His^kill and bis attention were 
inc ffectual ; Zeluca's miscarriage was at^ 
tended with all theacutest pangs of child- 
birth, and left the unhappy sufferer, after 
twelve hours of excrueiatiog agoi^V in ^^ 
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sinte of exhaustion, that before Dr. Dar- 
comb went, he assured Marianne preclude^ 
all hopes, though he proHiifit4a f^eedy 
Telurn. When Marianne understood that 
the career of her beautiful and bioomk^ 
friend was thus ^o clpse at nineteen ; fo^ 
a momeut she was OYercome, though her 
feelings were not aggravated by surprise, 
for she believed that nature must sibk 
.tinder the trial she had witnessed ; it was, 
however, only for a moment her fortitude 
forsook her, for she recollected that it 
devolvcil on her to coiinmunicate to Z^- 
luca her approacjbing cnd^ and to support 
jand, sustain her to ifjicet it, to the best of 
her power. But through all the dying 
HCelessncs^ of Zeluca's exhausted frame; 
her enfeebled intelect slill retained suiB- 
jcient vigour to comprehend her doom. — 
'/I mi*st die!" said she, as Marianne 
returned to the bed-side, ^'If 1 had, in 
infancy!-^" she broke qff-^ — '^ only yes- 
terday io beuUh, and op^w — by my own 
egS 
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liand! — O God I where shall I next 
awake !" 

Marianne's TX)ice trembled as she painted 
the mercy always alive to the minutest 
jpalli^tion in the deepest misconduct^ and 
tecall^ the sufferings tlmi followed Ze- 
luca's rash offence ; and then seeing her 
disposed to hope/ she proposed to sum- 
mon a clergymen ; and to admit Wolsey, 
•who was in the adjoining room with Lord 
de Worde. -But. at his name and her 
mother's^ looks of disgust stole over Ze- 
luca's deatblike face, while her ener- 
getic, '' No/' to Marianne's petition for 
-a clergyman,- proved that she put no faith 
in an earthly -mediator ; and what w^s far 
•more appalling, Marianne believed she 
could have no just ^ense of the terms 
on which she might hiope for the inter- 
cession of an heavenly one, when im- 
placability still unsubdued, was visible^ 
even through the dying* langour with 
which Zduca "looked back as^ to a dream 
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on those keen competitions, those morti- 
fving disappointments, those eager pcir- 
suits on which the whole oi 'happiness ov 
misery was once considered to be sus- 
pended !" Dreading sZeluca would expire 
ere she could be prevailed on to «ee 
Wolsey; Marianne asked not for his ad- 
mission^ but, with solemnity and fervour, 
isought to make her sensible that we caa 
onlj hope awr sins shall he forgiven^' m 
^e forgive them that trespass against 
us;" and urged her to ^part in peace 
"With all mankind^ as she hoped for mercy 
•at the. tribunal, before W'hich she was 
appearing. Zelu^a uttered a feeUe, but 
4}eep groan; and gradually h^ features 
«6fteBing as Marianne paintisd the penalty 
Mrs. Dclvayne had paid for the mistaken 
policy of her maternal 4ove, she siglied (mt 
'** I have indeed been a ctirse to b^. 
-Unhkppy mother*" 

'^ And Wolsey, «iy love/' said Mari- 
unne^ kissiaig the band she beld, *' 1 may 

JGgS 
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give him this ring iu token of perfect for* 
giveiiets and peace ?*' ami she drew ofif her 
weddii)g riag» bleased as she felt ii by the 
djtng smile of Zeluca*^ wbo^ with dif* 
ficultjr, uttered "It va^ IO0 late to see 
him/' and never spoke more: but she 
lifted her ejeato MariaofueN face^ and by 
the motion of her iips» and gentle pressure 
of her hand shewed «l}e invoked a blessing; 
on her* Mariauue's tears fell oh the 
clay cpid band slie held, and she wa« 
unable to articulate, but recovering her 
voic^ she gunk on her knecfr, liud cOlitinued 
to-rep^t the prayers for the dying, tyhile 
tha «Ufferer by the movement of l^er . 
•fingers, signified her participation iu 
-them: but very soon Zeluca sunk into 
a state of torpor^ and Mr. Darcomb re- 
i^rned only tp wHrtess ber final departure. 
It wa3 annoi;inci€di by a deep sigh, audi- 
ble to Wolsej's breathljPfs.fiittepUani and 
assured, that the |)eaee of ihisJeitarly^vustim 
to h^r omri) i^aMioQs, waa no longer &U9- 
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ceptable of earthly interruption, he rushed 
in, in an agony of emotion^ followed by 
Lord de Worde, who caught Marianne 
as she was fainting on the body of ber^UK 
fated friend. 
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